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RECONDITIONED CHILD SITUATIONS 
A Study in Subsequent Experiences of Children Returned 
To Their Homes by Court Order Following Juvenile Complaints 


PART I. 
INTRODUCTION 


CHAPTER I. History and Development of the Technique of Removal 
From Home 


A. In General 
Society, or at least the responsible portion of society, 


has come to realize that it has certain duties towards its children, and 
Disraeli's remark that "The country's children are the trustees of its 
posterity", has now become generally sereted. Child Protection, however, 
came only as an outgrowth of the protection of "dumb animals", Until well 
into the end of the third quarter of the nineteenth century, there was no 
law which recognized the right of the child to be protected from brutal or 
neglectful parents.” The right of children to be protected in the United 
States first was recognized in the famous trial of Mary Ellen in 1874, in 
New York City, who was being brutally mistreated and beaten by a step- 
mother. Henry Bergh, president of the "Animal" Society, was appealed to by 
a church visitor, who kmew the case, to do something about the matter, and 
Mary Ellen was finally brought into court on a prevention of cruelty to 
animal's warrant. The court placed her in the custody of the "Animal" 
Society and then she was placed in a suitable home. Thus originated a 
movement for child protection which resulted, under the leadership of 

Mr. Bergh and Mr. Gerry and other philanthropic citizens of New York, in 
the granting of a charter in 1875 by the New York legislature for the 
organization of the New York Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children. From this new movement in New York City, the child protection 


and child welfare movements have gradually gained their present world-wide 








Lothrop,Theodore A., A pamphlet entitled "Correction and Prevention of 
Neglected Children", a Chapter from "Dependent and Neglected Children" 
DL. Appleton-Century Co., N.Y.,1930 


°u.S.P.C.C.-Anmual Report ,Piftieth Anniversary, December 31, 1928. 
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significance and importance.° 








Up to the time of Mary Ellen's trial parents were con- 
sidered to have supreme power over their children and it was even considered 
to be very unsafe end inadvisable to interfere in cases where even the 
most abject and miserable conditions of abuse and neglect of children 
existed, The bravery of Mrs. Charles C. Wheeler, the visitor who brought 
up the case of Mary Ellen in 1874, was the original cause of the child pro- 
tective movement and the development of the technique of removal from home 
of children adjudged to be abused or neglected. Commodore Eldridge T. 
Gerry who was the counsel for the American Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals brought this case to a successful conclusion and was so 
important in the founding of the N.Y.S.P.C.C. in 1875 that it later became 
popularly known as the "Gerry Society". 

As the movement for child protection has developed, more 
mumerous types of problems have been tackled by protective agencies. The 
types of problems that have been and are being treated are physical 
cruelty, physical neglect, medical neglect, moral neglect, desertion, non- 
support and abandonment, neglect of care needed because of defect in mind 
or body, protection from exploitation, violation of chastity, protection 
needed by children of illegitimate birth. As part of the case work 
technique used by such agencies, recourse is often had to the Law and to 
the Courts when parental obligations cannot otherwise be enforced. When 
the conditions in which children are found are so bad as to warrant 
immediate removal or when parents haven't carried out the recommendations 
of the court, children may in many states be removed by court order 


temporarily pending improvement of the situation, or may be removed by the 





court on a permanent order of change of custody where the situation is to 








SHubbard, Ray S., Manuscript of a "History of Child Protective Movement 
in Massachusetts", files of the M.S.P.C.C. 
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of the means 








all intents and purposes beyond repair or improvement by any 


available.* 

Child protection is a direct outgrowth of the humane 
movement which was started in England in 1822 under the leadership of 
Richard "Humanity" Martin. He succeeded in 1822 in pushing through 
legislation through Parliament for the protection of animals, Henry Bergh 


started a similar movement in New York City after being impressed by this 
























work while visiting the English "Animal" Societies, In 1866, he was 
granted a charter by the New York legislature authorizing the organization 
of the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. This 
society was soon emulated all over the country and they often were called 
Humane Societies. Then, as stated above, in 1874 the case of Mary Ellen in 
New York City came to the public attention through the efforts of Henry 
Bergh and Eldridge T. Gerry and after the case was disposed of, so many 
children were referred to the New York "Animal" Society that agitation was 
started for the organization of the first specifically children's protec- 
tive agency which was chartered in 1875 under the title of the New York 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children. Very soon after this 
societies of a like order were established in Boston, Philadelphia, 
Rochester, N.Y., San Francisco, Calif., etc., and eventually even in other 
countries. 

The early S.P.C.C. societies all strove by means of 
warnings or prosecutions to enforce such laws as existed or they succeeded 
in having legislated in relation to the prevention of cruelty and pro- 
tection from cruelty to children, and the early S.P.C.C. societies, 
especially the one in New York City, regarded themselves as an adjunct to 


the law, The legalistic attitude in child protective work was | 











4op.cit. note 1 
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mies se 4411,1910, shen the M.S.P.0.C., ait iL vaad: tie. Lab 4 declaned ; 
that the purpose of its existence was not merely legal protection, but also 
the promotion of all factors contributing to the physical, mental, and 
moral welfare of the children of the community. Conditions leading to the 
neglect or abuse of children were to be attacked and investigated. Finally 
the emphasis was shifted from the word cruelty to the word prevention in 
its title, including all the connotations that such change implied, and 
always with emphasis on the protective side, This new interpretation was 
soon adopted by many similar agencies such as the Pennsylvania Society to 
Protect Children from Cruelty, Ohio Humane Society, New Hampshire Children's 
Aid and Protective Society, Children's Aid and Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Children of Erie County, New York, Children's Aid and Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children of Essex County, New Jersey, etc. 
At present the group emphasizing the social-preventive point of view is 
considered to be the liberal progressive wing in the child protective 
movement.” . 
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has had laws pertaining 
to the neglect, protection, and disciplining of children from the very 
“earliest colonial days. The Record of the Colony of Massachusetts Bay in 
New England, page 6, vol. 2, 1642, states that all children have certain 
rights to be trained in "learning, and labor, and wealth, and other imply- 
ments which may be proffitable to the common wealth" and that in every town 
there shall be appointed among the responsible citizens, some who shall 
have the duty to see that these things are carried out properly for all 
children and that parents who neglect their duty be properly punished, 


Also these same citizens, responsible in the above capacity, shall with 





the consent of any court of magistrate also place out children of parents 








“On. cit. note 1 
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Was shall not be able and fitt to employ and bring them up, nor shall take | 
course to dispose of them themselves" as apprentices, Also that boys and | 
girls be not allowed to "converse together, so as may occasion any wanton, — 
dishonest or immodest A OO. RRS, So Such laws were | 
very early drawn up "....because of its vital interest in the quality and 1 
/ 
character of its citizenship, Massachusetts has always recognized its duty | 
and asserted its right to safeguard the physical, mental, and moral welfare | 
of its children. It has not hesitated to intervene whenever parents have | 
so far failed in the proper discharge of their parental duties that the 
welfare of their children has suffered or been seriously endangered. u? 

The Acts of 1866, Chapter 283, euthorized and empowered 
cities to make provisions for carrying out laws, pertaining to neglected 
children under sixteen years of age, which were embodied in Section 3 of 
this chapter, viz.,° 

“When it shall be proved to any Judge of the Superior 
Court, or Judge of a Municipal or Police Court or any Trial Justice, that 
any child under sixteen years of age, by reason of orphanage or of the 
neglect, crime, drunkenness or other vice of his parents, is growing up 
without education or salutary control, and in circumstances exposing said 
child to an idle and dissolute life, any Judge or Justice aforesaid, shall 
have power to order said child committed to such institution of instruction 
or other place that may be assigned for the purpose, as provided in this 
Act." 

In the Acts of 1882(Public Statutes), Chapter 48, we find 
in Section 18 provision that all towns of over 5000 population shall make 
provision to carry out provisions and arrangements of Acts of 1866, Chapter 
283, Section 1. In the Acts of 1882, Chapter 181, Section 3, provision is || 
made that any court or magistrate may commit a child, when it becomes | 
apparent that any child under fourteen years of age is "neglected" and is 


nder the jurisdiction of the court or magistrate, after due notice, to the 


State Board of Lunacy and Charity (now the Dept. of Pub. Welfare) if there | 


Svass, Neglect Laws, Materials from Legal file of the M.S.P.C.C. 


"Children's Commission Report, Commonwealth of Massachusetts,Janmuary 1931, 
p.36 
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is no settlement in the Commonwealth, or. to the then "Overseers of the Poor 
of the city or town in which he has such settlement.........until he arrives 
at the age of 21 years, or for any less time." The case of Farnham v. 
Pierce, 141 Mass. 203(October 28, 1885), construed the provisions of this 
statute of 1882, Chapter 181, Section 3, as being summary and provided no 
notice to parents nor appeal by parents since it was "..... a provision by 
the Commonwealth parens patriae, for the custody and care of neglected 
children, and is intended only to supply to them the parental care which 
they have last"? 

Acts of 1886, chapter 330, inserted into section 3 in 
chapter 181 of the Acts of 1882, the provision - "after due complaint 
setting forth the facts relied upon and a hearing thereon" and requirement 
that notice be issued "to father or mother or legal guardian or person with 
whom the child resides to show cause why the child should not be committeatl0 

Thus we see the neglect laws and proceedings developing in 
Massachusetts, and it is indicative of the means by which and the manner in 
which the removal from home by court order technique developed from the 
very earliest beginnings of Massachusetts as an English Colony, as in the 
Records of the Colony of Massachusetts Bay in New England, as above stated. 
At present, the lew has the following form in the General Laws of 
Massachusetts, Chapter 119, Section 42: 

"The Boston Juvenile Court or e district court except 
the Municipal Court of the City of Boston, upon a complaint made by any 
person that any child under sixteen years of age within its jurisdiction, 
by reason of orphanage, or of the neglect, crime, cruelty, insanity or 
drunkenness or other vice of its parents, is growing up without education, 
or without salutary control, or without proper physical care, or in circum- 
stances exposing him to lead an idle and dissolute life, or is dependent 
upon public charity, may issue a precept to bring such child before said 
court, and shall issue a notice to the department, and shall also issue a 
summons requiring the department or person to whom such notice or summons 


is directed to appear before said court at the time, and place stated 
therein, to show cause why such child should not be committed to the 
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department or be otherwise provided for..........". 











Section 44 of Chapter 119 General Laws Mass. defines provisions for 
adjudication and commitment as follows: 


Wc ecccceeeethe court, if it finds the allegations 
in said complaint proved, may adjudge that said child is a neglected child, 
and may further contimue said complaint and allow the child to be placed 
in the care of some suitable person or charitable corporation upon furnish- 
ing surety for the further appearance of the child before said court when- 
ever said court may require; and said courts may make such further orders 
with reference to the care and custody of the child as may conduce to his 
best interests; or said court may commit the child to the custody of the 
department until he becomes twenty-one years of age, or for a less time; 
and the department may discharge said child from its custody whenever the 
object of his commitment has been accomplished." 








Section 47 of this same chapter makes provision for appeal from adjudica- 
tion of the court to "the Superior Court sitting for civil business for the 
county where the hearing is held...." and the court must notify parents, 

or guardians, or people responsible for child of right of appeal from its 
adjudication. In the light .of all these references to the Massachusetts 
neglect law we see that three forms of removal from home are possible, viz., 
temporary placing with the state Department of Public Welfare by court orde 
till further disposition is made by the court, removal by placing in care 
end custody of agency or other suitable person, and permanent commitment to 
the state Department of Public Welfare. All removals are made on the 
basis of culpability of the parents, or guardians, or other persons respon- 
sible for the care of the child. If there is mere dependency, for example, 
there can be no removal, but the moment that culpability enters in, the 
neglect law becomes operative, and after due processes of complaint and law 


are completed the court may order the removal of the child by any three 





forms of disposition outlined above. 
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B. In the Massachusetts Society for the etches of ice 

to Children 
The Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children is at present the most important single agency in Massachusetts 
dealing with the proper functioning of the neglect law. Though privately 
supported the Society functions in close cooperation with the Juvenile and 
District Courts of the state and with the Department of Public Welfare, as 
well as with the other child-caring and other social agencies, in its work 
of preventing cruelty (now really a much broader function in the form of 
preventing neglect) , In contradistinction to the New York Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, it functions from the social as well 
as the legal end and tries to do as much social adjusting as possible on 
each case before finally resorting to the legal means of adjustment at its 
disposal through the functioning of the Massachusetts Neglect Law, General 
Laws Massachusetts, Chapter 119, Section 42 to 51 et.al. It also interests 
itself in solving the legal problems connected with the guardianship of its 
clients. "In 1878 the M.S.P.C.C. was incorporated under the General Laws 
for the ‘purpose of awakening interest in the abuses to which children are 
exposed by the intemperance, cruelty, or cupidity of parents and guardians, 
and to help the enforcement of existing laws on the subject, procure 
needed legislation, and for kindred work, "12 
Some of the problems early treated by the Society were 

excessive abuse and cruelty, child begging, intemperance of parents with 
consequent neglect of children, exploitation of children in all its forms, 
end baby farming. In June 1878, the first instance of prosecution in 
Massachusetts of a parent for beating his child took place, The child was 


eleven year old Sarah Gambion, and was brought to court before 











pA 
ly, S.P.C.C., Annual Report, Fiftieth Anniversary, December 31, 1928, 
48th annual printed report, — 
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Judge Churchill. Her mother was given a-three months sentence in the 








House of Correction for punching, biting, and beating her daughter, 
Though there were no eyewitnesses, the marks on the child's body were 
sufficient to prove to the judge that the beatings and abuse took place,-? 

On January 1, 1907, Mr. C.C.Carstens began his work as 
General Secretary of the M.S.P.C.C. and with his regime was brought about 
a broadening of policy, end many changes, The mere prosecution of parents 
for neglect was pushed into second place and social work involving the 
whole family problem became the accepted principle and purpose of the 
Society's function. The emphasis was now put on the preventive pert of 
the work and as much as possible was now done towards adjusting the situa- 
tion complained of by social case work methods before legal means were to 
be used, In 1905, Mr. Cushing, the president of the Society, said in his 
annual report which foreshadowed the new trend ",.........Every movement 
for improved social conditions should find in the M.S.P.C.C. an active 
participator" 14 

Mr. Robert Dexter, in his book "Social Adjustment"(1927), 
sums up the present aims and purposes of the Society eas follows:!5 

"The Massachusetts Society has probably done more than 

any other single agency to convince the nation of the existence of the 
problem(neglect problem), and has pointed out the way to meet it......In 
other words, the good child protective agency develops a specialized type 
of family work emphasizing home conservation, and even where the children 
must be removed temporarily it endeavors wherever possible to reconstruct 
the home and return the child". 
The Society has as its main purpose the carrying out of the Neglect Law of 
the Commonwealth and of the other laws pertaining to the protection of 
children from neglect, abuse, and corruption of every sort possible. It 


uses the courts whenever necessary and brings about removal from home 


‘proceedings whenever the parents, guardians, or persons with whom the 








1Snupbard, Ray S., History of Child Protective Movement in Massachusetts 
unpublished manuscript in M.S.P.C.C. files, 


141y4a.,p.22. 
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children are, are not mindful of the needs of the child 





aes es tier ae 
Its work is definitely of a kind that is not very amenable to adoption as 
a public task since its functions are more flexible and comprehensive and 
can be molded to the problem at hand when privately supported. However in 
some places it is now believed that the rescue part of the work per se is 
purely legal and is handled as a public function because it is more or less 
of a routine matter. Nevertheless the preventive work per se, which is 
the social work and community organization part of the work of the Society, 
is still believed to be more adequately carried out by @ private agency 
such as the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children, because its program is more flexible by virtue of the fact that 
it is privetely supported, and is less subject to the whims of the 
legislature and of politicians for the same reason. Wherever protective 
work is well organized, it is still universally believed that it is better 


to carry it out under private auspices. 
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CHAPTER II. The Research Project 








1. Purpose and Subject 


The idea of the research project originated with a 
























suggestion by Miss Frances Marley, Supervisor Boston Office, M.S.P.C.C., 
that it would be useful to the work of the Society if someone could go 
over some cases which had certain common characteristics for correlation 
purposes, and which would give some idea of the scope, or type, or success, 
or lack of success of the work of the Society in some one specific phase 
of its activity. In brief, its purpose was to be an analytic study of the 
results which accrued from some phase of its treatment program. After much 
pondering over the subject to be studied in the limited time available it 
was decided that the study should be devoted to reconditioned child situa- 
tions in cases where the children were removed from home by court order 
and then were returned to their homes by the court. These cases covered 
various lengths of time and involved situations, either improved, remedied, 
or chenged permanently, and were ones in which it was felt by the court 
end the Society that it was safe to return the children to their own home, 
Another purpose of the study was to evaluate a specific 
type of treatment, viz., the removal from home by court order technique as 
it actually worked out in certain specific cases handled by the Society. 
This was done by studying the case from the time it was first referred to 
the Society until the present, in so far as it was possible to trace the 
present status of children through home visits, inter-agency inauiries, 


Massachusetts Commission on Probation records, etc, 


2. Materials 


The materials used for the study were in the main the case 
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records of the Society, the ear: of ait aeons) aliie roe - 
and private, and the evidence presented by parents, relatives, and — 

of the persons and families studied. The case records of the Society were 

very complete and furnished the major portion of the materials that were 
needed as background for the case studies. At first it was thought that 
there would be time to study one hundred cases, but it finally had to be 
brought down in number to twenty-five. However, while this somewhat 


affects the validity of the study from the statistical standpoint yet this 


ee 


is not so important, since the study is primarily a qualitative evaluation: 


hundred cases at least would have to be studied over a very wide range of 
years, For the introductory portion of the thesis, various pamphlets, 


manuscripts and books from the files and library of the Society were used. 


with some statistical analyses; to be statistically significant several 
3. Research Technique 
The case method of study(i.e., evaluation of case history 
materials) was used and correlations were drawn from the results illustrate 
by these studies. The family settings and histories were drawn almost 


entirely from the Society case records which were found to be very complete 


drawn from case records of other agencies. 

The entire study is based on only twenty-five cases(which 
involved removal of seventy-six children). Each case study was made accord- 
ing to a diagnostic cides sketched below, and thus an attempt was made to 
have them consistently similar in order that the conclusions and tables 
necessary for the final evaluations might be made more amenable to correla- 


tion and comparison. In the judgment of the writer, the research technique 








in this respect. The subsequent histories where obtainable were mostly 











.pbaeitt Soa ,aaviteto2 ,siaeted YS Botaese7q. 
every yisinos adi ‘to ebtoost eesd eT .Sethsde. soutibint 


etaw tadéd aleltséam edd lo-sokiter toes: edt boris tarestt 

















a si aod i 
tailt tdavodt ecw 32 tevkt t& .eetSste sess ef? rot Dame ot “f 


wee 
¢ 


ed o3 hed yilentt df Jed .e0nap Dexhacr ono ybate of omit: od 


sotteLiaia odd sott ybute ed? to phone ass 


jsottaslsave evisesilesp a ylinesisg st youdr edd aamecicdh danerogmd 0 fon 


fiicste yiLeoiteiteta ed of 7eeeylens Esotsersase esto! 


~ 
* 
a 
i 
ay 


pS taswomoe eis? efinw [revewoH sevileysoows of todmum abs 
snot ebiw ysov s tewo bsibuce ed of eved Siuow sasel Ja | 
(,eislitqmec suoitey sized: oft to noftroq yrotoubomsal ead ae 


dees sis yseloo@ eft to yratdit bap eeliz od? wczst aplood bon 


srpinsdoeT dotsesel .f 


[it edioes: od} mott mesh ov)ew exoltalsotzoo Ses Bees eae bhi al 


tame! = 
et 


yissom srew sideagtetdo etentw ssliosetd Jaerpeadse onl jiooques 
. ~coionens sadte to sixeset eeso moet 


a dotde)eseeo ovii-ysaer?d vino ao feead ei youde evidae oct 


> 


2 <s2 
. “ = . a F ” Se by Fala 
-frooon eam sew viete saeaoa fos .(nerbitde xis-ytnever Yo Ievomsz Se 
: Roe gy! 
03 ofan eow tomedta as emit Sos ,woled Sefictoda eludesae oiteongetbh a of 
- Pu v * 
néfdot fue anote:louco efi dads debro at relink ylenedetenos 
‘ 
5 -~pfotisco o¢ eldencma stcoe sius od tifsia ahoivesievs Lastd edd 
7 


G expisdioe? doteeest edd ,totluw of? So gape, of; 





13. 





used is valid because it deals with materials that are based on first hand 





sources of information and contact (case records), and because all general- 
izations made herein are based on the data at hand and not on vague 
theories of what should be rather than on what actually is the case. The 
writer has not felt justified in making conclusions as to the efficiency 

of the method of social treatment studied generally, but only as it applied 
to the work of the Society in the cases studied. The small number of 
cases studied gives at least an indication of what to expect if a more 
adequate study could be made or what to look for in another study. This 
appears to be even more true when we consider that the cases studied were 
chosen in sequence from the cases in the agents' reports for the year 1927 
which reported that children had been returned to the home by court order 
in that year regardless of the time and conditions under which they were 
removed. Thus, we have here a fair sampling of cases treated by the 


Society with a certain and specific method of socio-legal treatment. 


4. Contacts with Other Agencies 

As mentioned above, contacts with other social agencies, 
private and public, were largely of the nature of follow-up study in order 
to get information which the Society records did not contain relative to 
present status because the Society records had been previously closed. Con 
tacts with other agencies were pleasant and on the whole profitable in 
gathering data as to the present status of families and children studied, 
and very frequently obviated the necessity of making of a home visit to 
ascertain the present status of the family. The Massachusetts Commission 
on Probation records were extremely useful in checking on delinquencies in 


this state and the records of the Boston Public Welfare Department were 
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| useful in checking up on Gaviaasnesis aacweld, an the social steleaieatl ths ; 
families at present. The State Department of Public Welfare records were 

| useful in checking up on state placement of children, state farm records, 
and state aid records, etc. The records of the State Department of Mental 
Diseases and of the Department of Correction gave interesting data on 
kes~end extra-mural experiences of individuals studied in the case 
records. Many other agencies such as the Boston City Hospital, Family 
Welfare Society, Catholic Charitable Bureau, Children's Aid Association, 
Judge Baker Guidance - alg etc., records proved of great help in the 


follow-up studies. 


5. Contacts with Homes 

Contacts with the homes were relatively speaking few in 
mumber because of the very complete social records kept by the Society and 
those found in other public and private social agencies. Where other 
agencies were active, it was felt that it might be harmful to make further 
contact with the home since in all probability most of the families wouldn! 
understand the purpose of the visit and it thus might do some harm, There- 
fore, only where there was doubt as to the present status of the families 
and children studied was a home visit made to ascertain what was the situa-= 
tion at present, In most of the homes contacted, the interview was satis- 
factory as far as the writer's purposes were concerned because even a mere 
glimpse of the home, neighborhood and parents and children's attitudes in 
conversation could give some indication of the lasting of temporary 
(unsuccessful) effects of the Society's treatment program so far as 
environmental improvement went, and as far as status in family situation of 


children went. Also valuable information was attained as to school, work, 
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marriage, delinquency, behavior, etc., history through the home visits 


made, 


6. Interpretations of Data Gathered 

The interpretations of the data gathered consists mainly 
of evaluations of the method of treatment based upon the data gathered for 
each case and on a correlation of this data. The tables included in the 
study are valuable especially for the work of the Society in interpreting 
not only results but types of cases treated and perhaps indications of 
results of treatment on various types of individuals, and a comparative 
study of the relative importance of the sex and ages of the individuals 
treated. In interpreting data gathered, the writer had to keep in mind 
contimmously the limitations in time, and the mumber of the cases studied, 


and make his evaluations of the data accordingly. 


























nd 


| 2 cee 





hotedted sted to anmotts torqrotat =) ee 3% 
nt rag 


ficiee eietagcoo betadtes sish oft to eaoltatotatostat ett ° , 
x 


tenes Hola 
sites ated oft sous beesd foemtest? Yo Sodiem att To anotsest 
eit ci beiyiont seldat od? .etab efdd to soitalerx0 « mo Sue. 

ie ak 
anidetqtetal nt ytetoo® edt? to x1ow ef? tot ylisioagee eldsaley one Y pot 
to enoljsothet eqedteq faa hetestd asaao to neqyy tod sd ioaer vio 4 


ovitetsqmos 2 bas ,efaubivifai to seqys aveiisy mo Juvatsend 26 4 


aleohivifet edt to seas bas xse ef? Yo soastrognt evitelet att! Se 


Bein ot cesol ct bad tetitw odd ,betedtes atad pat iterqrodnt at 
.Dethite eeeso eft to toda edt tna emis ai 


aT en = 
evinalStosos ads 


9 


Tee. Tanptearn tdi 








CHAPTER III. Comments on Technique Used in The Research 


The technique used by writer has been the sampling method 
and case study method combined. The Society furnished the writer with a 
group of cases 311 having this common characteristic that the cases of one 
or more of the children involved in each of the cases was given court con- 
sideration in the year 1927, and that each case contained one or more 
children who had been removed by court order from their homes because of 
neglect of the child or children by the parents or guardians. Aside from 
having these very general characteristics, the cases were not very similar 
and contained every type of neglect possible ranging all the way from some 
physical neglect to the most abject physical and moral neglect imaginable. 
This method made it possible for the writer to concentrate on comparatively 
few cases(25) and yet have a true sampling of the cases treated by the 
Society. 

The writer then took the cases presented to him and made 
a thorough study of the face sheet material and all the information con- 
tained in the case records themselves and wrote out his case summaries from 
the records, Then the writer had the cases indexed with the Social Servic 
Index and all the more recent registrations with the index on each were 
carefully followed up, and in many cases even the older ones where it was 
necessary to gather information that was not present in the case record of 
the Society. The writer found the records of the Society to be very 
copious and adequate and often containing follow-up data right up to the 
date of study. In contacting other social agencies it was found that most 
of the follow-up data needed was obtained in them since most of the femilies| 


handled by the Society were still using the services of social agencies even 
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though no longer requiring the aid of the Society. This ea See aie 
more true because of the intense economic depression from which the world 
was suffering at the time this study was being made. 

After getting all he could out of social agency records 
including those of the Society the writer still found his information inade 
quate for many of the cases and wherever possible the writer made direct 
contact with the homes and was much impressed by the fact that on the whole 
he received rather cordial receptions and gathered his most important data 
on these trips. This part of the study however was very time-consuming 
and the writer had to keep it down to a minimum because of lack of time to 
pursue such follow-up studies to the extent to which he would have wished. 

After gathering all his data the writer proceeded to study 
some of the history of the development of neglect laws and methods of 
treating neglected children and got a clearer perspective on the mass of 
data which he had gathered and especially on the development and use of the 
removal from home by court order technique. 

Finally the writer gathered together all his materials, 
and following an outline which he had drawn up at the very beginning of the 
study, he began to correlate and write up the materials that he had 
gathered. The writer has used the case study method to present the data 
gathered and the census method in tabulating important facts and results in 
order to get a basis for drawing conclusions. The writer wishes to say in 
closing that this study has been a very arduous task, but has well repaid 
the effort expended and recommends further studies along such lines as the 
present in order that more knowledge may be obtained and critical evalua- 


tions may be made of the work of those interested in the neglect problem 
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and in the methods used or to be used in meeting it. 
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PART TWO © 
CASE HISTORIES AND ANALYSES 
CHAPTER I. Diagnostic Schedule 
1. Home Situation 
Home situation or setting is the first matter discussed 
in the case studies and is a verbal picture of the physical conditions of 
the home as far as is known, the condition of the parents(occupational, 
social, femilial, etc.), the mumber and condition of the children, others 
in the household, religion of the parents, nationality of the parents, 
social and economic position of the family, complaint and reason for 


complaint. 


2. Favorable and Unfavorable Factors in the Situation 

This category is almost self-explanatory and is an evalua- 

tion of the factors in the family situation which are favorable to the con- 

tinuence of the family constellation and those which are working against the 

family constellation. It also includes an evaluation of the policy of re- 
moving the children from the home or allowing them to remain and working 


with the parents to change the situation in relation to each case studied. 


3. Attempts at Adjustment 
Includes a critical description of the measures taken to 
remedy the existing bad situation in the home; in a word, is a description 
of the social work done by the Society agent or case worker on the family 
in order to avoid court treatment and to try to utilize the inherent values 
in the family in alleviating the sore spots, to so rearrange the situation 
as to make it possible to retain the children involved in the family con- 


stellation in which they belong and in which, when all goes well, they 
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develop best and most normally, 


4. Reasons for Failure 


This is an elaboration of the above and demonstrates how 


and why the social worker was not successful in remedying the situation by 








means of the regular social work techniques, and why it became necessary to 
remove the children from their safety and future welfare, and how the 
neglect law of the Commonwealth provided for the treatment pointed out by 


the social situation at hand. 


5. Removal from Home by Court Order 
Describes the actual court case, and disposition and the 
conditions surrounding the removal of the children from the home and tech- 
niques used to bring this about. Also depicts the reactions of the parent 


and children and what they thought about it at the time. 


6. Treatment and Disposal of the Children 
Describes what it proposes. It includes the type of 
treatment administered, viz., placement in foster home, institution, home 
of relatives or friends, etc., and describes the new situation of the chil- 
dren and their reaction to it. Also relates story of parents reactions to 
the treatment program as far as known, and the effects of the treatment on 


them and on the home situation. 


7. Returned to Home by Court Order 
Depicts the conditions surrounding the application of 
parents for return of the children to home, the new home situation to which 
the children are returning, the return of the children to the home, and the 


reactions of parents and children to the return. 
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8. Subsequent History 





Is an analytic study of the child's situation in home, 
further removels, adjustments to new situations, conditions under which the 
children subsist, conditions warranting further removals, attempts to ad- 
just family situation by social work techniques, successes and failures, 
attempts at remedying further neglect or abuse of children, economic situa- 


tion of the family and individual members of the family. 


9. Present Disposition 
Includes all the results obtained from a study of the 
present data available on the families studied. The present condition of 
the children and parents socially, economically, physically, mentally, etc. 
are considered. Also a study is made of the relative living conditions of 
the children now as compared to time of referral of case, and betterment 


or lack of betterment of the situation of the children is noted. 
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ABBREVIATIONS USED IN FOLLOWING CASE HISTORIES 

| SPCC- Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children 
HOCC- Home for Destitute Catholic Children 

CCB- Catholic Charitable Bureau 

OPW- Overseers of the Public Welfare 


DCG- Division of Child Guardianship of the State Department of 
Public Welfare 


JBGC- Judge Baker Guidance Centre 

FWS- Family Welfare Society 

CAS or CAA - Children's Aid Association 
CFS- Children's Friend Society 

HGS- House of the Good Shepherd 

BCH- Boston City Hospital 

MGH- Massachusetts General Hospital 
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CHAPTER II. Case Histories 
(according to schedule) 


Case I. W.FAMILY 
Helen- nine years and six months; Alexander- six years and eleven months 
(in all cases children's age as of first removal) 

The parents were of Polish birth. Father was a long- 
shoremen and mother worked out to help replenish the family income which 
was contimuelly depleted by father's drinking. Mother emotionally un- 
stable and of low grade intelligence. Had suffered a mental breakdom, 
said to have come as the result of father's lack of cooperation. Father 
now dead. When he was alive, he was a heavy drinker, immoral, and abusive. 
On the whole, he contributed a very unwholesome influence to the already 
disordered family situation. Mother could not control the children and at 
the time of referral, 9-17-26, the two children were in the home where they 
were terribly neglected. Mother was in the Boston State Hospital at the 
time and the agent assigned to the case advised father to place children 
with a maternal aunt living in a nearby suburb. The maternal uncle ex- 
pressed willingness to keep Helen if father would pay her board. On 
10-18-26, a complaint of neglect was brought before the Juvenile Court and 
the case was continued for four days. Helen was arraigned and a warrant 
was issued for Alexander. In the meanwhile, Helen remained in the home of 
her maternal uncle. 

The parents were both incapable of caring for the children, 
Father because of his drunkenness and immoral character, and the mother be- 
cause of her emotional instability and hospitalization. Helen reported 
that there was drinking and gambling at the home and that drunken men were 
often about the house. There appeared to be no factors that would lead 


one to advise retaining the children in the home at the time of referral of 
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) the case to the Society. An investigation was made of the home and there 


were found to be inadequate protection of the children from immoral influ- 
ences, especially since there was some question of immorality between Helen 
and a degenerate young man in the neighborhood. Also the father refused 
to cooperate in way demanded by the Society and it was felt that children 
must be removed from the home in order that their integrity, moral and 
otherwise might be preserved. 

On 10-18-26, Helen wes removed, and on 10-19-26, Alexander 
was removed from the home by court order, and both were placed with the 
S.P.C.C. Temporary Home for temporary care. On 10-22-26, Helen was ad- 
judged neglected and allowed to remain in the home of her maternel aunt. 
Alexander slipped away from court and did not return till 10-25-26 when he 
was sent to the Home for Destitute Catholic Children (hereinafter referred 
to as the H.D.C.C. in this and all the other cases). 

The children were thus placed away from the home. In the 
meanwhile, it was discovered that the father was slowly using up mother's 
bank account, and he was removed as guardian of the account and General 
Secretary of the S.P.C.C. was appointed guardian of the account in trust of 
the children, The father of the children died on 11-926 at the Boston 
City Hospital as the result of an accident when he slipped on some ice and 
injured his spine. 

On 1-15-27, Helen was treated at the G.U. clinic of the 


Massachusetts General Hospital (hereinafter referred to as the M.G.H.) and 


the smear proved to be suspicious. On February 16, 1927 the Overseers of 
the Public Welfare decided to give the mother aid since children had been 


returned between January seventh and thirteenth. On July first the case 
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was filed, and on November twenty-fourth the mother received full discharge 
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from the Boston State Hospital. 

According to the Judge Baker Guidance Centre (JBGC) record 
on Alexander, the mother was committed to hospital on 6-8-26 for undiagnosed 
| psychoses. Father was considered of low-grade intelligence and mother made 
complaint of father's excessive sex demands. The mother was finally re~ 
leased from the hospital on visit on November 24, 1926, and discharged on 
November 24, 1927. The final diagnosis on her case was manic-depressive, 
stuperous type, condition improved, below average intelligence, slow in 
movements, irritable, and unstable emotionally. On January 1, 1927 mother 
applied to Mother's Aid and was given $13 a week which was later increased, 
On June 18, 1929 mother reported to Mother's Aid that Alexander had become 
very unruly. 

On January 18, 1930, according to the JBGC record, 
Alexander was before the court for B&E(burglary and entry)&L(larceny) into 
two schools on Jamuary sixth and seventh. Because the mother couldn't 
suggest any home to place Alexander, he was committed to the Department of 
Public Welfare as stubborn child. 

On January twenty-seventh Alexander was sent to the 
Division of Child Guardianship on a temporary mittimus, and on September 
twenty-fourth the Division of Child Guardianship(DCG) recorded him as 
troublesome and question of placement in Lyman was raised. On October 31, 
1931, the boy was committed by the Cambridge Court to Lyman for B&E&L, The 
people who had the boy during August and September of 1930 wanted to get 
rid of him because he was unmanageable. On November 30, 1930 Alexander 
was discharged from custody. In the court Alexander reported name of boy 
who was leader and also the name of the boy who taught him to steal. 


Alexander was found delinquent and given suspended sentence to the 
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Department of Public Welfare and placed on probation for a year. At this 




















time, Alexander was reported to be a bully in school and somewhat of a 


truant. 


The JBGC summary as a result of their study of the boy in 


quizzical look. 


neighborhood, 


1930 came to the following conclusions. The boy was considered well 
developed physically, and well-nourished. 
strength, and poor chest expansion. Also there was slight strabismus of 
the left eye, though his vision was fair. 
Mentally he had fairly good general ability on age level 
May have an abnormal personality, egocentric unstable(?). Minds 
discipline at home and school. 

of being a bully and untruthful. 


His record with the Massachusetts Commission on Probation is as follows: 


1- 4-30 
1-11-30 
1-11-30 
1-25-30 
1-27-30 
2- 6-30 
8- 1-31 
10-31-31 
11-17-31 
11-21-31 
7-10-31 
10- 1-31 
3-29-34 
4-13-34 
4-17-34 


In relation to the background, his heredity was reported as being poor 
Father alcoholic, abusive sexually, immoral, non-supporter. Mother psychot- 
ic(manic-depressive). Habits - late hours. 
Now living in comfortable tomeakt conditions (i.e.,in 1930), but in bad 


The father was never interested in the children. He was 


He had poor posture, fair 





He had a mature face and shrewd, 


Is slow in learning and has a reputation 


His delinquencies were and are many. 


Use of horse and team 
B&E&L 

B&E building 

B&E Night 

B&E 

Surrendered 

B&E&L 

B&E 

Runaway 

Larceny 
Speeding(116A) 

B&E&L Night 

Parole 10/3/40 

DB&E 

Parole revoked and committed to the Shirley 
Industrial School 


Home conditions very poor. 
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abusive ie eee an seabuaae IRE ai di amet? was an un- 
stable woman and subject to spells of instability. Alexander was attached 
to mother in a rather childish way. 

In the realm of direct causations, Alexander's personality 
was regarded as unstable but shrewd. His home conditions were regarded as 
poor and lacking in supervision. He had very bad delinquent gang associa- 
tions earlier, but with no deterrency and as to present companionships, 
there was a great deal of criminal ideation and probably considerable habit 
formation by the time of the examination. Finally it was considered that 
he lacked good standards. 

Concerning the prognosis for Alexander's future, there was 
not very much hope. It was felt that if he remained at home it was entire 
ly hopeless. Permanent placement was strongly recommended, partly because 
it was felt that mother would never be normal, It was felt that Alexander 
needed a long period of training to establish better standards. Especially 
did he need good healthy athletics. Boy's retardation in school was also a 
cause of worry over prognosis, especially since he had normal intelligence 
and there was no adequate reason for this. 

The mother was reported to be a stocky, middle-aged woman 
of florid complexion and pock-marked face. She was well-dressed and was 
excessively emotional. One of her hands was found to be larger than the 
other. She had no schooling and could speak only Lithuanian. Appeared to 
be mentally dull. Father was born in Poland and died of a broken neck, 
Though in the U.S. for twenty-one years, he was an alien, His health was 
good and he was very strong weighing two hundred pounds, He went to night 
school and spoke several languages. When alive he was abusive to mother 


and the children. He worked as a longshoreman and made between five and 
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an excessive alcoholic and was hypersexual. Had a long court record for 
drunkenness. 

Alexander had a normal post-natal development. He was 
nervous and had only had measles. Also there were some headaches and some 
enuresis. In the field of habits, he was a good sleeper, had a good appe- 
tite, and though mother suspected masturbation the boy denied it. 

The psychological report as of January 28, 1930 reports 
Alexander as having a mature, shrewd, quizzical, smeg, fantastic mind. Also 
he was talkative, frank, matter of fact but nervous. Tried to appear 
grown up. Had 1.Q. of 88 and a mental age of 9. 

The Department of Mental Diseases reported mother sent to 
the Boston State Hospital in December of 1931. She was permitted to go on 
visit in July of 1932 and was discharged in July of 1933, 

The Boys Parole record has the following recent data on 
Alexander. He is now(November 1934) at the Shirley Industrial School, 
having been transferred from Lyman on 6-14-34, On April 17, 1934, he was 
returned to Lyman for burglary and entry and larceny at night. He was 
transferred to Shirley School because he had not done well at Lyman and 
they thought that he might do better at Shirley with older boys, Has run 
from Lyman School at least six times. Personality from their standpoint is 
that he is the result of little parental control because there was no re- 
spect for the mother who is unintelligent and cannot give proper super- 
vision; father dead. Alexander was committed to Lyman on 10-31-31 and was 
first paroled on 3-29-34, First returned on 4-12-34 and then transferred 
to Shirley on 6-14-34 where he now is, 


On 11-14-34, writer made a home visit, and Helen(Now Mrs.) 
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met suitor am Sid Boats, The present home is situated opposite a sianwater= 
house for cattle. The stench from this enterprise ruins what could easily 
be a nice suburban area, The house in which they live is an old wooden 
frame house of the poorest quality. The wooden stairs are rickety and the 
poverty which the building houses is apparent on every side. The writer 
saw only the kitchen which contained a cot on which the mother sleeps. 
There were also a table, a few chairs and a cupboard and stove; but still 
the room looked bare, Helen married her Lithuanian husband a year ago. She 
showed writer a picture of him which revealed a rather handsome fellow in 
his early twenties, He is a counterman in a nearby saloon, She says that 
he neither drinks nor smokes. There are no children as yet and Helen says 
that they are very happy. Helen herself is a large, strapping blonde girl 
of ordinary appearance and though pale, appears to be healthy. She said 
that her mother was well and was staying with her and that all was well. 
Mother still works out occasionally. Helen said that Alexander when he 
committed his last offense entered a vacant store with some boys to look 
around and was caught in the act and committed to Lyman. According to 
Seats description of the boy he seems to be very unstable and probably is 
& psychopathic personality. He was always restless at home and truanted 
from school. He ran away from Lyman several times and is now at Shirley. 
At the institutions where he has been, Alexander is always placed in the 
worst cottage as he is considered to be a bad boy and unwieldy. At home he 
gets along with everyone except for minor quarrels with Helen. He is very 
suggestible and does what the other fellows tell him to do although he 
usually disobeys mother and sister, Helen says that he is a handsome boy 


and is quite attractive to girls. Also he writes nice letters home, 
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NOTE: ; 
It is interesting to surmise in this case what accounts 


for the boy's different personality and for the fact that his experiences 
have been so different from those of his sister who suffered from the same 
type of poor environment as he did. In a way Helen's difficulties might 
have been even worse than his, when we recollect that as a little girl she | 
was the victim of a degenerate young man who led her into sex practices 
when she was only about nine years of age. From the evidence at hand and 
from the fact that both had practically the same treatment we can deduce 

the fact that probably the divergent experiences of these two siblings is 
to be accounted for by the fact that they have different personalities. 
Helen is probably a person who can weather certain trauma, and with ordinary 
care can be made to forget the sad experiences that she had and to readjust 
herself to her new environment in foster homes and in her own improved home 
situation. On the other hand, we see that Alexander's personality lacks 
show themselves even when he was first placed out in foster homes, Imme=- 
diately he gave trouble and in no place could he adjust. He finally had to 
be sent to Lyman School for disciplinary training. Unfortunately this does 


not seem to have had the desired effect as he is still a disintegrated 


personality and was barely out on parole for a month when he had to be 


brought back to the institution for committing the same delinquencies as 
those for which he had first been committed, In brief, the evidence at 
hand indicates a distinct personality deficiency in Alexander and that the 
treatment offered in the neglect situation would have been as successful 
with him as it has been with Helen, all things being equal, if he had had a 


personality that was integrated and stable. 
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Case II. G.FAMILY 
Florence- eight years and eight months; Nancy- six years; Mary- five 
years and four months; Salvatore- two years and six months. 

At the time of referral of this case 12-21-26, the mother 
was reported as neglecting children. Principal of the school which 
Florence attended reported Florence repeatedly absent. Child averred that 
mother was sick in hospital, but this was thought to be untrue. Home re- 
ported very filthy end children fearfully neglected. Mother working to 
support the family. Father deserted in April of 1923. Father had de- 
serted after mother reported his abuse of her to the police. Father had 
been married previous to marriage to mother and left first wife. Divorced 
latter and after marriege to mother deserted mother, It was later found 
that he had had another wife all along. At the time of referral the mother 
was reported to be immoral. She already had had two illegitimate children, 
Salvatore and Maria, Also mother had refused to allow children to go to 
MGH Eye and Ear Infirmary for necessary care. In the year of 1922-23, the 
MGH Infantile Paralysis clinic had been treating Nancy and had to give up 
finally becseuse of lack of cooperation on mother's part. On January 18, 
1927, it was reported that children home with serious case of impetigo. 

The situation in the home was thus seen to be unfavorable 
to the welfare of the children. There was no father responsible for their 
support and the mother had to work out to support them and hence neglected 


them. Besides all these unfavorable factors, the mother was immoral and 


was bringing new illegitimate children into the world, 


All the attempts at adjustment failed and the situation 
became so untenable that a complaint of neglect was made to the court on 


January 19, 1927 and on January twenty-second the children were sent to the 
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well. On April 2, 1927 when Salvatore was returned, mother was told to 
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Division of Child thas vonnaliing i vatvaaiin 26, 1927 the mother promised 
to give the children all necessary care and showed improved home conditions 
to court. Children were returned to mother all except Salvatore who re- 
mained in the care and custody of the DCG. On April 2, 1927 Salvatore re- ~ 
turned by the court to mother's home. Mother warned to give children 
better care. 

On March 15, 1927, the principal who lodged the initial 


complaint reported all the children(Florence and Nancy) in school and doing 


send Nancy to the MGH for her eye condition and the condition due to her 
infantile paralysis. On April 9, 1927 Nancy was reported seen by the MGH 
Infantile Paralysis clinic. On April 16, 1927 mother signed ether permit 
at MGH Sclerosis clinic for Hook operation on Mary. On May 17, 1927 Nancy 
was reported ready for discharge and six weeks free convalescence was 
arranged through the Children's Mission free of charge. On June 7, 1927 
family was reported well. 

On August 8, 1927, the Childrens Hospital reported 
Salvatore's condition to be very poor. The next report is as of February 
and March of 1928 when mother was again on probation for larceny of twenty=- 
nine dollars from a department store in company with another married woman. 
Also a man interested in the family situation reported home conditions as 
being miserable. On March 21, 1928 mother reports court order to putative 


father, who was neighbor, to pay five dollars a week support for Salvatore. 





On May eighteenth it was found that mother suddenly moved to another suburb. 
Mother now found to be living with a bootlegger and a gun-toter. On May 28, 
1928 mother was arrested and on May twenty-ninth she received a sentence 


of three months to the House of the Good Shepherd,, and on the same date 
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‘Florence, Nency, Mary, and Salvetore were permanently committed to the DCG. 











On February 21, 1932 mother was reported to have given birth to second 
illegitimate child and mother's probation officer tried to make complaint 
of neglect. But mother was earning eighteen dollars per week and putative 
father was paying four dollars a week, Hence probation officer asked the 
SPCC to withdraw the complaint of neglect. 

Mother's recent record is as follows: 

8=- 9-27 Larceny 

5-29-28 Default removed 
12-12-20 Default warrant 

l- 6-31 Adultery 

3=- 6-31 Adultery 

4~29-32 Fraud conceal 

6-15-33 Default removed( 4-29-22) 

Mother's probation officer reports father of child forty= 
one years old in 1931. Child(Maria-illegitimate) with godmother on 7-11-33 
and latter living on public aid. Godmother wanted mother to pay up board 
for child. Probation officer couldn't locate either mother or putative 
father in June of 1934. Probation officer thinks mother is a common 
prostitute. On November 19, 1934, the writer made or tried to make a home 
visit. Godmother of Maria not at home. Neighbor's little girl blurted 
out, before her mother could stop her that child was with putative father, 
but couldn't locate either the mother or the father. Probation officer 
wants the putative father for deportation as an undesirable alien and for 
non=support charge. 

Thus we see the wisdom of having committed the children 
in this case permanently to the Department of Public Welfare to protect 
them from their irresponsible mother. Mother has not changed her social 
or moral standards of living and if anything is even worse than she was be~ 


| fore the children were removed. It now remains to be seen what can be 
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done to save the second illegitimate child Meria from corruption and to 




























stop mother on her wild career of dissipated living. Mother probably seek- 
ing response(affection) aside from fact that she isn't smart enough to make 


permanent adjustments(social and otherwise). 


Case III. C.FAMILY 
Maurice- nine years and six months; Mary- three years and eleven months; 
Anna- three months. 

On July 3, 1920, a complaint was made against care of 
children of boarding mother Mrs. D. Complaint was found to be unwarranted 
and mother was reported to be taking aid from Mother's Aid while working 
and placing out children. Aid was discontimued for this reason on November 
twenty-fourth of the same year and mother was again placed on Mother's Aid. 
Case was closed. 

On March 16, 1922 the social service department of the 
City Hospital reported Mary run over but doing well. Mother was living 
with a certain man Mr. C. Both mother and man were Irish. First husband 
(father of Maurice and Mary) had died on 2-22-20. Overseers of the Public 
Welfare and the Mother's Aid withdrew relief. On December eighteenth of 
this year the social service of the City Hospital reported the birth of an 
illegitimate child Anna to mother by Mr. C. The child was reported to be 
in hospital for treatment for neglected condition. Also the moral situation 
in the home was reported as being bad. However on 11-26-22 Mr. C. had ob= 
tained divorce decree absolute from his first wife on grounds of desertion. 
The home at this time was reported to be filthy and Maurice and Mary suffer- 
ing from impetigo. Mr. C. promised to marry mother and clean up the house 


by January 8, 1923. On January 6, 1923 mother and Mr. C. pleaded guilty to 
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| lewd and lascivious charge. In the Juvenile Session children couelaibiedged 
neglected and were removed by court order in the care and custody of the 
HDCC. The mother wes sentenced to one year in the common jail with stay on 
probation and Mr. C. to one year in the House of Correction with stay on 
probation. Neither mother nor Mr. C. were ever to see each other during 
that year or stay was to be revoked. 

On January 15, 1923 Mr. C. arrested for drunkenness and 
being unable to pay fine was sent to the Island. Mother living with mater- 
nal grandparents. On April 14, 1923 mother and Mr. C. were married, but on 
October 25, 1923 Mr. C. was again arrested for drunkenness and failure to 
pay fine. Mother's and Mr. C's cases were filed because they married with 
the court's permission. On February the second of 1924 Mr. C. and mother 
were reported as working in a hospital. In July of 1925 mother and step- 
father were reported as living in a fairly decent neighborhood and to have 
saved up a nice little sum of money. Stepfather was working and mother 


was doing odd jobs. Mother asked to have children returned. In August it 


SS aaaa———_———_———  :?::2:2”0”0 WT  _e_ ee, e=_=sS 


was reported that Anna had died on January first. In June of 1927 Maurice 
and Mary were returned to mother. Mother was working in a department store 
at this time and neighbor to care for children, Stepfather at Bridgewater 
for drunkenness. In July mother complained of a neighbor making threats 
ageinst her and children but these soon stopped. In October stepfather re- 
urned home and parents were advised by the State Industrial Accident Board, 
n relation to accident suffered by stepfather, that they would pay a lump 

m to parents as soon as they could find a suitable store. However the 
Board wouldn't agree on any store. 
In April of 1928, the school nurse reported neglect of 


Mary's eye condition(conjunctivitis). In May, stepfather was arrested for 
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drunkenness and mother was warned to take Mary to the City Hospital Eye 





Clinic. Mother at this time was reported as having little store where she 
made out quite well. Wanted Maurice to go to work. In August Mary was 
found to be suffering with phlyctenular keratitis of the eye which needed 
immediate treatment. Also had pediculosis; Wassermann was negative; Von 
Pirquet positive. Hence Mary was admitted to the Temporary Home for care. 
In November new glasses were very carefully fitted to prevent spread of 
tuberculosis infection from the eye. 

The family situation again became acute now. Stepfather 
had returned from the House of Correction and on the twenty-fourth of 
November was again sentenced to a year in the House of Correction. Step- 
father appealed and was sent to jail for failure to pay bail. Also the 
parent's store was now taken away and eviction from their home was pending, 
Latter was delayed and OPW suggested renting new apartment. Mother went 
to live with a case of the Family Welfare Society, to which the latter 
rightfully objected. Mother moved on December 17, 1928 into furnished flat. 
Again on February 26, 1929 family was reported to be faring badly. Even 
with the aid from the OPW and food order family could barely support itself, 
Stepfather sent to Long Island for the winter. On March 19, 1929 mother 
found a tenement at fifteen dollars a month and furnished it and bought 
clothes for the family with the help of the Salvation Army and the Catholic 
Charitable Bureau. In April, stepfather returned home a decrepit old man. 
Mother had to get a job as the OPW were going to stop aid. In July, it 
was reported that stepfather was again drinking steadily. Mother seeking 
non-support warrant. However the picture again clears in November when it 
was reported that family was living in a new home and had furniture valued 


at $300 which was bought on the installment plan. Parents didn't see the 









































oa istigeol “itd © ott ot oo r 





eaw yrell tegash mI .dtow of of OF go lrueM bodaal - Iewe 
hebeon Aolde ove edd to eitvivatedl talimedoyiic sdtiwv sutton of 6 
moY sevitapec saw aoLEre anew relsofuothed bat oa tA .dasnitaats 9! 


499 10% smo yisteqmeT sdt ot Bolt inbs 2.6w vial somell sovstaoe 4 





Te » . —_ 
; to beetoe inevetg of Setsil yllvters. yiev stew asesaty wor 
fp | 
Y .syo edd mott oktooint ataoie 
i qoidetoste ,won etyor easood miaga actiantis “fins? ent . 
. 
a to dixsot-ytaews ed¢ no bac sottoe1te0 To save edd mort 


- -qes2 ,moidsetxcS to sewol ont af tey 6 of deonedines #ise8 saw ‘todmevo 
- eit oe lA Lied yso of otwlint sot Lingjeot Jaen esw Bua beincdent 
esulause saw ono tied aotl aeligotve bus yews nois¢ woo eaw otote eta 
-? $aow rtoniioN ineuttaqe wer salkime: belseggue WHO baa Hetated cow te , 
1a setteal od? doidw of ,ytetoot at AgtioW "iimel oft to sass a a¢iw ov 3 
fott bardetatst ofmt SG@L ,Ti redasoet ao bevom teiiell taieetios tial 

asva .¥ihad eetast ed of hetxouet aay Vliaat esel ,6S yaswrdef ao s 


|. ufsedi exo que yfeisd bfooo ylime® toit0 hoot hae WO elt mort Sts on 


ss ¥ pine 
, 4 Cea! i? 
xneditom CSCS .ef dotad a0 . tetniv sd¢ tot Sasled gaod od ines. redaex aa 

tigsod has ti boletwivt hoe Adaom = avelfob aeottee is jnsmenst 6 Ba 


ifodtnd edt boa yerd sotteviee add to qied edt dein yltest ens tot 
sem bfo siqstoeh 2 emod Seateter tedistqete ,litqgh al .meomt vm ci 

ft .vist al .fia cote of gafon eter BAO odd ae dot, # tep ot bad 
anivese tedtol .vlihsete arivlaiah afags: eaw teddeigose Jade bat 
th nastw toduwevoll at exeefo alage stufatg edt tevewoH s¢neisemr 
beslav siutintct bad 5as seot wen @& gt ativil car whirls: 


edi. e6e t'adib siaetst .u0 


——-— 








EE LLL ee een 








inconsistency of the latter unainia cuehes ‘nine aes were 
recipients at the time of purchase of public aid. Home life rather friend- 
ly and Maurice working. At this time stepfather had a fight with Maurice 
and left for Long Island but returned on December twelfth. Maurice was now 
idle. On Jamary 29, 1930 it was reported that mother gave birth to a 
child, Joseph, and stepfather asked for clothing for the child. In Febru- 
ary, stepfather complained of lack of funds even though the OPW was sending 
$16 a week in cash, and a food order and fuel. The parents all through 
their dealings with the Society acted ungratefully and expected more than 
they should have reasonably expected to get. Maurice was now reported 
working away from home. When at home Maurice was now reported as being 
lazy and shiftless. 

In March of 1933, the OPW records reported children 
neglected. In May, the family was again badly off and home was shabby, 
sleeping arrangements were bad, food and clothing supply was insufficient, 
At this time Mary promised to help mother clean up home. Maurice was away 
at the CCC camp (Camp Devens). In June of 1934 an OPW worker asked the 
Society to become active on this case. Home was in very bad condition. 
Only two beds in home. Joseph had abscessed teeth and glands which needed 
immediate care. On the twenty-first of June nothing had been done as yet. 
At this time child also needed a tonsillectomy and all his teeth extracted. 
Maurice at the time was reported as working in a hand laundry, but was 
receiving no pay. Stepfather was not working now for seven years and home 


was very unsuitable. On September 15, 1934 the OPW reported home conditions 


dirty and crowded. Mother slack in giving Joseph necessary care. Family 


moved to larger quarters on September 19, 1934, 


33. 
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Stepfather's most recent record at the Mass, Comm. on 
Probation is as follows: 

6- 7-29 Drunk et.al.till 

4-27-34 ba 

9-26-34 *.. ote. 


OPW is now working on the case and the SPCC is standing by 


| 
| 
| 
in case of emergency. According to SPCC agent, new home is better, but 
mother is slovenly and ignorant and it is very hard to drive her to do what 
is right. Joseph appears very delicate and is probably a congenital de- 
fective. Mouth trouble of Joseph is quite serious, Maurice is now working 
off and on. 
On November 14, 1934 OPW worker reported to writer that 
Maurice is now working in a bakery and contributes between five and seven 
dollars a week towards family expenses. Home still dirty and both parents 
home, Stepfather unable to get along with aid since the rent is $18 a 
month. Maurice is now twenty-one years old. Home conditions are 
unsatisfactory. 
| Here we have a good example of a chronic case of dependency, 
social inadequacy, and intemperance. The Society has been active off and on 
on this case since July of 1920. Little can be done for the family since 
the parents are such unstable personalities and do not know what is re- 
sponsibility. In addition to this unfortunate handicap we have ingratitude 
and nothing that is done for this family is sufficient from their point of 
view. The parents have no idea of the amount of effort that has been ex- 
pended on them to keep them together and feel that all aid is part of their 
world's goods. In a word the family is a good example of chronic depend- 
ency. The condition of the children can hardly be said to be improved and 


it is surprising that a boy like Maurice has not yet been in any knormm 
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keeps such a family together. Could it be affection? or is it inertia? 


Case IV. H.FAMILY 
William- thirteen years and three months; John- ten years and three 
months; James- nine years and seven months; Francis- seven year 
and eleven months; Helen- six years; Joseph=- one year and two 
months. (father of these children died in 1918) 
Mother of sex children reported to be a poor housekeeper, 
Husband dead about two years. Children neglected even when husband was 
| alive entirely through mother's fault, since father was a very steady 
worker and a good man. Mother used to leave children with father and go 
out to have a good time. As soon as father died in 1918, mother began 
affair with an ex-service man twelve years her junior and had an illegiti- 


| mate child by him in July of 1920, and mother and stepfather married when 


removal of other children was threatened. 






William was born out of wedlock and mother's first marriage 
was also a forced one. When the SPCC investigated in 1918 mother was warne 
to clean up the house and children, and to stay at home at night and care 
for them. Police officers cooperated in warning mother, Father was exceed- 
ingly steady person and worked steadily for the Sanitary Division at $18 
per week, Father died in September or October of 1918 of influenza, At 
the time of father's death the Boston Provident Association aided mother to 
extent of $13 a week and warned mother about home conditions. In June of 
1920 mother was persuaded by OPW worker to move to a suburb in order to 
break up bad companionships especially with young man, Mr. H. However the 
mother still continued to see him and on July 16, 1920 an illegitimate child 


was born. A paternal aunt of the children above complained of this 















‘a talien-200 “uw eee a : 
fetisent 42 ef to Taoltfostta of ae me ining 




























: Ii setd? fae sissy set mrigioks tesdacou 
fe TaeX c6vo8 argh oe: jaiitnom Aves ot ere 


: f ond Son. taay ofc erg heres eee =o ee oon 
bias ai Selb to pve 
. | . taqaedisexad <00n s of of Sessoget methiitio xee To zedio% 
. } csv busdesd sodw meve bodoelsem nexdih smtney ont dno 
: whesie rev s esw tedtet eomta ,tiuet e"tadtom davotad 
¥ os bua tod¢et dtiw netbitdo evael of bean tediol «ham Boog « | ‘= 
oe seitom ,Gf€L at Sszb <odiat as moos eh sent Geog a svat 9 ‘ 
: ~Keiasi il as bad Sas soinct 19d easy evfews sem edivies=xe as ff 
aeitw Solrica resvetgeta Sas rediom fae ,0S@L Yo yint at mtd yd BLt B, 
sbonotseidd een aexhitds redto to fs 7 
ssoletaa taxtt s'rortem bas doolbew to tuo mtod saw milli iW ae 
homraw aéw todvom sie! dit betazi¢eevnt 0098 sid med® ene beoxot ws osk 
otso bae tdata te smo te ye of Sas JtevSitde Baa serod edd ge. wake 
g -hseox® sow tedie® .tedton anintem at betetegoes afeatiie eohtot 
Sf% ts notetviG ywresinsé edi. tot yitheoate Saker ca anereg veaose.V 


; , th  esmeuftnt to BIOL to tsdoto0 to tedmetged nla setist 
od tentom Sebts aoitsigorsA tasbivetd aclteed dol? déaed e*sediet To outs 


te ons. al .enotiisnos cmos timde Teton beirrew bas asen # £19 To, 


o¢ teixo at dude = of svom of texttow WHO yS Bebswuteq asw tos oe i 
' : 
sit zsvewch .F «2M 06m wuoy diiw yidsioeges eqidesoinegpes batt ¢ 

bliss ssamitivei it ne OSeL ,38f yivt ao See aid ves of soumisneg. ke 29 

, AS i 
~~ 

es 

7 





36. 














situation. In October an agent of the Society found the young man in 
mother's bed. Mother claimed they had been married on June 19, 1920, which 
| was later proved to be a false statement. Mr. H. spoke to agent of the 
Society, even though only partly clad, and said that he was an ex-service 
man making $21 a week at selling barber supplies in his father's place of 
business. Said he could support seven children and wanted no inquiries 
made, Home only had three rooms. No food in house which was filthy. 
Children ragged and dirty. Mother pleaded to be allowed to retain children. 
Admitted lack of clothing. On 10-16-20 word came from the American Red 
Cross that Mr. H. was a deserter who was wanted. On 10-30-20 captain of 
police of a suburb found children to be neglected. On 11-1-20 children 


tried as neglected children and sent to the HDCC temporarily, and on 


| 
11-6-20 were placed with this agency(HDCC) permanently. Also on the same | 
day (11-1-20) a five day waiver was issued by the judge so that mother and | 
stepfather could marry at once and they obtained their marriage license 
at once on 11-2-20, and were married by their priest 11<{4-20. On 11-6~-20 
mother and stepfather were found guilty on lewd and lascivious charge, but | 
case was filed. 

On 10-18-21 it was reported that paternal aunt had Helen, 

HDCC placed William with paternal aunt and other children in other foster 
homes. On September 24, 1921 another son, Edward Donald, was born to 
mother and stepfather. On October twenty-fourth mother asked for Willian, | 
Helen, and Joseph to be returned. Wanted William home to help support the | 
family. Home was now clean though sparsely furnished, New baby had in- | 
flamed eye. Stepfather terribly nervous. Said he couldn't stand to have 
all the children returned because of this. Used vile language in speaking 


_to agent of Society. On October 25, 1922 it was reported that the new baby _ 
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died in July after a long illness. Mother wanted William home as he was 
almost 16. Also wanted Helen and James. Stepfather works irregularly. 
Receives only $30 month from the Soldier's Benefit. Stepfather again re- 
ported very nervous, erratic, and quarrelsome. Home not improved. Step- 
father was reported arrested for drunkenness. Also it was reported that 
stepgrandfather was in the home now and causing much internal strife, In 
December another boy was born and died four days after birth. . 

In Jamary of 1923 stepfather was reported more agreeable 
since paternal stepgrandfather was out of the house, Parents wanted at 
least William and James returned. Francis, Helen and Joseph were now in 
good foster homes. John, James and William were in the HDCC, In February, 
William was reported to be working in a candy factory after being returned 
home to mother on trial on January 6, 1923. In March William's case was 
filed. In April William was reported to be working while still reporting 
ko the HDCC. In May it was reported that James had new glasses prescribed 
and fitted through help given by the SPCC, James was in a home in Maine, 
John getting along well in Working Boys Home. William out of employment. 
In October it was reported that William worked on an oil boat during the 
summer, Stepfather also working regularly. In November William worked as 
a painter's helper and James was allowed to come home for Thanksgiving. In 
January mother was ready for another confinement. Stepfather in very boast- 
ful mood, wished to leave this part of the country and to go to California. 
Didn't feel he was able to care for six stepchildren, In January of 1924 
Edward was born and was well cared for. In March of 1925 it was reported 
that James was home on all holidays as per agreement with mother's 


probation officer. Mother wanted him home for the summer vacation to help 


her in the home, Mother satisfied with boy's progress at the Home of the | 
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Stepfather 





Rost ens “Witiem Wane wesdttine eae Gatresinle TAbe? 
working regularly at small wage. In March of 1926 mother was ill with leg 
trouble and still-born child had been born on February 18, 1926. Step- 
father working regularly at $35 a week. William making between $18 and $20 
at docks as longshoreman, Mother wants Francis transferred to the Home of 
the Angel Guardian. In March of 1927 the home was again reported to be un-= 
clean and mother tried to make excuses. William a longshoreman and pays 


ten dollars a week at home. John in the navy at this time and James worki 
at $9 week and paying $7 board. Francis, Helen, and Joseph in foster homens! 
Stepfather working and cleaning house which mother says is a common occur- | 
rence. Stepfather making forty dollars per week. | 
In February of 1931, mother was reported to be stone blind | 

end had to be lead around. Older boys all left home, Stepfather with her. 
James in navy too. Mother worried over Francis, Mother has to be lead | 
around, One eye removed and with other can only discern the light. Wosther 
Helen nor Joseph want to return to home, In May of 1933 mother, stepfather, | 
Kenneth and Edward reported to be stranded in New York City. William the 
only boy returned to the home by court order has not turned out as well as 
the others, He is now married and is a painter by trade. He has quite a 
long record at the Massachusetts Commission on Probation, whereas the others 
have no records at least in this state: 

10- 8-28 drunk 

5-13-29 Assault to rob 


6-10-29 Assault and battery to rob 
4={21-30 Drunk 


12- 8-30" 
4-13-31 " 
6-15-31 " 
3- 6-32"! 

ee an 
6-19-33 " 
25-34) « 


7-26-34 Assault and Battery officer 
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Here we have a good example of children who should never 
have been returned to their home as they weren't in this case and throve 


for that reason, except the only one who was returned, 


Case V. N.FAMILY (Polish) 
Children of first wife: 
Walter- eleven years; Agnes- ten years(7?) 
Children of second wife: 
John- four years and one month; Louis- two years and seven months. 

Parents at the time of referral were reported as being in- 
temperate. Father was a habitual drinker and mother chronic alcoholic, 
Children apparently without proper and salutary control. On October 13, 
1925, a maternal cousin of first wife reported parents as drunk and beating 
children, Children described as being very much neglected and to be liars 
and thieves. Children not being properly trained. Maternal cousin would 
like to have Agnes if father would pay her board and allow her to come. 
Agnes had been at maternal aunt's for six months and reported that step- 
mother beat her when latter was intoxicated. Own mother died of influenza 
in the epidemic of 1918. However the home was reported as being well cared 
for. Louis the youngest child was reported to be rachitic and needing 
special attention. Taken to Children's Hospital. 

Father was found guilty of violating the prohibition laws 
on October twentieth and was fined one hundred and fifty dollars. Louis was 
reported to be defective. Mother found in very much intoxicated state. On 
November 4, 1925, mother and father were reported as being sober. Agent of 
the Society warned them to give Louis proper medical care, Again on 


November tenth mother was found in company of two male boarders both of 


whom were intoxicated. Louis was filthy, and John was running about in his 
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finally sent to the HDCC; on Jamuary 20, 1926 children were bailed out by 


On December twelfth neighbors reported that Louis can no longer walk but 





underwear. On November twenty-fourth, Agnes was reported to have bad case 
of scabies. Father agreed to treatment. Mother in bed with Louis. Home 
filthy and cluttered. In the meanwhile, a compleint of neglect was lodged 
against all four children on November twentieth, and on December 9, 1925 
Walter, Agnes, and John were turned over to the Department of Public Welfa 


for assortment, and Louis was sent to the State Infirmery. Other children 





father. On February 13 medical problem turned over to the social service, 
OPD, Children's Hospital. In April a man was found in bed who was supposed 
to be father. Home now better cared for, John and Louis taken care of. 
In May mother in home ill and shaking. Father reports mother better and 
neighbors said the same. Children's Hospital could do nothing for Louis 
according to father. Again in August, neighbor reports mother out late and 
drinking heavily. In October (20) children well at home and at school. 
John perhaps truenting. On November 15, 1926, the DCG recommended placing 
with aunt and the next day mother drinking heavily. Maternal cousin prom- 
ised to take Walter and Agnes at $8 week plus clothing. On November thir- 
tieth mother again in bed with Louis. At Christmas time mother sentenced 
to Mass, Reformatory for Women at Framingham on account of alcoholism. In 
October of 1928 worker from the Mattapan State Hospital reported the home 
conditions as being very bad. Mother intoxicated and Louis tested psycho- 
logically at I1.Q. 78. Louis terribly neglected. Needed immediate medical 
care for heart lesion, tonsils and adenoids. Recommended that child be re- 
moved since mother absolutely uncooperative. 

In November agent of the Society found mother drunk and 


dirty. Father also intoxicated. Father refused to give Louis medical care, 
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creeps and crawls about. On December twenty-sixth Louis and John were 
found neglected and "by reason of neglect drunkenness, or other vice of 
parents, boys are growing up without salutary control, proper physical care, 
end in circumstances exposing said children to lead idle, dissolute lives 
and are dependent on public charity." 

On January 1, 1929, parents were reported as drinking as 
heavily as ever. On February of 1929 Louis was committed to the DCG. On 
April ninth it was reported that Walter had worked for the Western Union 
but lost his job and now was going to contimuation school full time. Also 
John in need of tonsil and adenoid operation, when weather was warmer, 

In May, Louis was reported to heve spastic paralysis and 
to be an idiot. In May of 1930, father was reported to be out of work for 
two weeks, John had his tonsil and adenoid operation the first day of 
school, Louis unable to go to school. In May of 1933 the local police 
captain reported family situation greatly improved, Father's last record 
at Mass. Comm. on Probation is on 2-8=22; mother's last record 9-24-24 - 
drunk ~- released. From the DCG records we find that Louis is still at the 
State Infirmary. Parents see him every three or four months. In May of 
1934 Louis in same place and definitely regarded as an institutional case 
of idiocy. At present Walter, Agnes, and John are at home with parents. 
Situation seems to have improved greatly as the result of the constant em- 
phasis of the Society on proper training and treatment of children and 
proper behavior on the part of the parents. Mother still occasionally 


drinks however. 
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who were the complainants. Mother brought in neighbor who very inadequate], 








Case VI. CR.FAMILY | j 
Edward- three years and four months; Georgia- two years; Jenny- ten 
months, 


The father and mother in this family were reported as 







immoral, Father neurasthenic, inferior personality of borderline intelli- 
gence, Father however a good earner as chef, Mother subject to temper 
tantrums; continual unfaithfulness in the marriage relationship. In June 
of 1923, father was in the office of the Society to make a complaint 
against mother for acting queerly. In July, the Family Welfare Society 
reported that Georgia was in the City Hospital because of neglected condi- 
tion. In September of 1924 a boarding house landlord reported children 
locked in room till late in the night. On the fifth of September mother 
was put out because she quarrelled with neighbors and was filthy. In 
October children were reported to be well cared for. Mother acted well and 
father out of work. Georgia was in the Floating Hospital because of chroni 
diarrhea. On the twenty-ninth of October the Floating Hospital social serv 
ice reported that mother took child against advice and refused to give her 
necessary treatment. 

On January 6, 1925 a complaint was received as to neglect 
of children. Edward was reported to have set fire some time ago and burned 
the baby in the family. However the neighbors were afraid of mother's vi- 
cious temper and refused to testify. The janitor in the house where mother 
lived corroborated fact that mother had vicious temper and that she was 
neglecting children. Also said that mother was immoral and had men visitors 
in home. The children were found locked up in a smelly bedroom and only 
partly dressed. Mother came rushing in and upbraided agent and police 


officer. Mother excused self concerning complaints and tried to find out 
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company of young man. She said that mother frequently leaves children 

alone and that she often is intoxicated. On January 19, 1925, father agre 
to send Georgia to hospital for necessary care. Mother again was abusive 

in speech, She stayed out one night throughout and spent money which fathe 
gave her for food. On the twenty-second Georgia was sent to the New Englan 
Hospital, and Jenny to the South Department of the City Hospital because of 
severe case of whooping cough. An Italian man was also arrested for going 
around with mother. On January twenty-third mother was sent to the jail 

and Georgia was placed in a foster home by the Children's Aid Association. 
Mother was bailed out of jail on January twenty-ninth. On this date 
mother's Italian friend was found guilty of lewd and lascivious charge and 
was put on probation. Case of neglect against children was continued to 
April. Georgia placed out and Jenny in hospital. On February fifth Georgia 
and Edward were reported to be with maternal grandmother. On February sixth 
Jenny died and parents seemed much grieved. On February twenty-fifth father 
reports family in new home. Found mother and her Italian friend in bedroom 
at 12:30 a.m. Father wants to prosecute both in court. Georgia was now | 
almost ready for discharge from the hospital. Edward boarded out in private 
family and father wants to take children to paternal grandmother in city 
about 40 miles from home. Edward now looked better and behaved more proper- 
ly. In March, children were reported as being with paternal grandmother 
and Georgia was feeling better. In April, father reported mother living 


with Italian friend and mother found guilty of lewd and lascivious charge 


beeroborated mother's statement of innocence. Mother's friend found in | 


and refused probation. Was sentenced to three months in the House of 


Correction and bail was placed at $800. Mother was later released and on 


April twenty-first mother complained that her Italian friend had assaulted 
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her on re she also made a bastardy complaint against him. 
The man finally agreed to care for mother, 

On November 2, 1926 mother's probation officer reported 
that father left her and that she was boarding children with woman of bad 
reputation. On the twelfth, mother reported that woman could no longer 
keep children and that she needed medicine for herself and that she was ill 
Armand was reported to be weak and in need of hospital care, Father prob- 
ably now a drug addict. Father had relations with woman who boarded chil- 
dren. Mother admitted that she and father had been diseased but that they 
had been treated at hospital. Mother said that father was now diseased and 


that she was afraid that she might contract same. Father freed from non- 





support charge by testimony of woman who boarded children and now latter 
wants them removed from her home, On November sixteenth mother asked for 
mental examination of father. Woman who was boarding children reported 
that mother goes out with several men and that she has a gang. Also that 
mother goes to father's places of work and by her annoying remarks makes him 
lose his jobs. Children were found to be very filthy and vermin ridden. On 
November seventeenth mother's probation officer despaired of doing anything 
for mother. Mother always caused father to lose his jobs and hence he is 
efraid of her. Mother came to court in the company of two Italian men. 
Mother refuses continually to go to work. At this time woman with whom 
children were was arrested on charge of larceny and they had to be removed, 
Father at this time was missing and paternal grandparents were unable to 
take the children. On November twenty-seventh the children were sent to the 
Chardon Street Home. In March of 1927, mother called for the hospital cards 
of all three children who were in bad condition. On May twenty-sixth mother 


vas reported as not diseased by the Board of Health and the MGH. On May 
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Seventh ofant)y wee A in clita teat ied seine of four 
rooms at $27 a month. Father again working as a chef at $35 week. Father 
beat mother in July and the Judge ordered an investigation of matter. Mother 
reported that father was hot-tempered and that he had terrible tentrums, one 
of which was witnessed by a probation officer of the court, Father was ad- 
vised to leave home if he could not control temper. In August mother re- 
ported that all was quiet and that father was terribly jealous. Mother 
claimed that she was now a faithful wife and that father often attacked her 
guite brutally. Mother needed tonsillectomy but could not afford to board 
children, Mother gave consent for mental examination of father. Father 
very nervous and jealous of wife. Said he wanted none of his in-laws in the 
home, especially male in-laws whom he distrusted. Threatened to kill mother 
and one male cousin of mother whom he suspected of intimacies with mother, 
Father working as chef. Father was tested at the Veterans Bureau and it 
was found that he had an 1.2. of 77, M.A. 12.4. Diagnosed as mild neuras- 
thenic, biologically inferior personality. On August twenty-fifth the lassie 
reported opinion that family not getting along well, but not bad enough 
situation to remove children. Mother reported that father was very quarrel- 
some and that he was throwing things at her and jealous when she went to 
see mother at night. Also that he was disturbing the whole neighborhood by 
his yelling and quarrelling. In September the Catholic Charitable Bureau 
head expressed opinion that there was little hope for this family. Also | 
father's salary was now attached for debt. In October father was acting | 
better though crying a lot. Mother was operated on for tonsils and -iaaaael 
ere placed out through the DCG, father paying children's board. Mother 
complained in December that she was not allowed to see baby. Stated that 


father had blood poisoning of both hands and left hospital against advice. 
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On March 23, 1928 mother took out warrant against father for assault. 
Father disappeared for a while. Later showed up and case was contimued 
against mother's wishes. In February of 1929 the Community Health Associa- 
tion reported children dirty and home conditions bad. Children left to own 
devices. However in March the home was again in good condition. In Decem= 
ber Edward reported to school visitor that mother was living with male 
cousin and that Georgia had lunch at nursery. Armand stays at mrsery all 
day and has meals at maternal grandmother's home. Armand was reported as 
bully and fighter in nursery and taken to Dr. Thom's Habit Clinic. Latter 
think that this conduct is a reaction to home conditions. Edward was re- 
ported to be out on streets night and day and "jackrolling" or stealing 
from drunkards. 

In May of 1930 the Travellers Aid Society reported that 
Edward was picked up at the North Station at 10:15 p.m. Child beyond con- 
trol and mother neglecting children. On May sixteenth Father P........ of 
nearby Roman Catholic church reported mother suffering from gallstones and 
admitted mother was unfit to care for children, and he placed children with 
the HDCC the next day. On July twenty-eighth court ordered mother to place 
children in other home, 

According to the Children's Aid Association record mother 
divorced father in September of 1929 and married Mr. H.C. who was only 
twenty-six years old and mother about twenty-eight. Mother took children 
from the HDCC(report of July 17, 1930) and placed them with a family in 
nearby suburb. Kept Armand with her. On January 31, 1931 mother tried to 


interfere with court placement of children. On January 5, 1933 Armand was 


admitted to Hospital School for Crippled Children at Canton, Massachusetts. 


|Suffering from very complicated bone disease. Mother from her behavior 











‘titans <ot tedse2 saihege: STIEW 
Bermi¢aos eav sero Sas air cada (pals 
-pisoned K3 Lash yd temmndd edd coe eeeeerare ae pees “te a 
nwo of def cethin® .hed eadiéibaes: smd Bes vini0 aexbinde Ie 


ees 









-agood al .moistincs boom mi siege ear amod on sovaM abo 
oles ddiw anivil enw sedtOm tand rotiviv’ foorfoe ot 
Ife yroeten 3s eyete bnasta + great ts dong Sad sigioed Porrer | 
ae bestteget aaw baat .émod 2 'ratdoniaatTs Louredag ts eieon esd fn 
«sttal  ola2zi0 jtdsE efmod? ..0 of Boiled” Sen ee a oe Ba 
not anw cTewhE Jemoltibucs emod o¢ gotteset s et Ipmhtos etAd 4 
opiiseta ro tage forsest” bas yeh San idgia etoettea ao duo are 4 














her awe 
oT A 


gand Sodcoger yholoo® SEA etefleverT add OCEL To ysM al oe — 
















' Pb \ pied 
-oo buoyed S110 .m,q @f:0L ta Horse’ Mite edd 4a qu Sexsolq sew | yt f 
So secccseel yeulet dexeodzle yA aD .aoublide saftoelgen aedtom meen 





Son genotaliay moxt gritelice reddem hedroqen dotsio olfodte) ana 
ditw. setbilit are ot bea ,netbitte 10% e1A9 ot bistemeal sew ‘toiitom : 
ssele of tadionm Detebto daso0 ditigte-yiaewd gist ad gem’ deem odd 0 « 
weno redde! at woT6 
sectcm Sirover soltetooss& Sid a'matbiic) edz oF apirosh tn = 

vino osy caw .0.0 sf bebricm baie C8@L To sedestqee’ ah sedsa> | 

netbitdo 200d iadto  védeieagenewd $0005 reiitem bas Blo ethey 4 

at yLimet s dtiw modt Seoble Sma foser ee qinl ‘to troge OEE «: 
of BSsint tesddom {20L , [5 vwisuset 20 sted diy Bie icok cued 
ecw DasetA ESCL oS ytaunst’ xd beret tele to jnemeesig t1u00 — 
atvecmiosans .notdeo te cothlicd Sai 10f foolsd sasteeal of 


sIvaded tad nott tsdioM .gesseth enpd betao 






aA oe ee | 





















seems to be neurotic and it is very hard to keep her straightened out for 






any length of time. On June 27, 1931 the JBGC reported Edward good material 
and advised that much should be done for him. Edward has a short record be 
fore he was placed out in good home by the Children's Aid Association as 
follows: 

2- 7-30 B & E with six contimmances and filed in 

July. 

4-23-30 Probation to 6-10-34 filed. 
The worker at the above agency reports that Edward now placed out in small 
rural town and is attending a Junior High School and is doing very well. 
Worker blamed father for bad conditions and says that mother neglected 
children as result of father's neglect of family and his non-support of 
family. Georgia in home now but still under medical and social supervision 
of agency. Mother now reported(December 10, 1934) very cooperative and | 
trying to do what was right. Keeps house very neatly. Georgia is a very 
nice girl and good in school and also good housekeeper. Mother has new 
baby Henry, about two or three years old. Parents have however been aided 
most of the time because father couldn't get a job though trying. Armand 
home for time, but his bone disease needed more treatment than he could get 
at home. Is some sort of bony growth which comes out in different parts of 
body, and no known cure for it now, Goes to school however, that is, at 


the Canton School. 


Mother's last record 3-4-32 Assault and Battery. Mother's 


eaten Ss 


present husband has long record of misdemeanors and one or two more serious 
charges. Last record 7-25-30 By Law 54 paid $5 fine. Father's last record 
is 7-13-31 lewd and lascivious charge. As far as the law is concerned the 

femily is now behaving and is much improved. From the standpoint of the 


children, the situation is also improved in that they are no longer 
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Driectea and have been é16d up with proper social agencies which are now 
looking after their welfare and supplement mother's weak points. Mother 
also has improved and her behavior is now many times better than it first 
was. In brief, this case may be considered a success all around, especially 
when considering the type of parents dealt with and the fact that they are 


probably suffering from some innate and deep personality defect, in both 


Case VII. B.FAMILY 
Nellie- about seven years; Vera- about three years, 





The children in this Russian family were not given proper 
medical care because the family did not understand American customs, nor 
the necessity and value of immediate and adequate medical treatment. At 
the time of referral they were absolutely hostile towards any program of 
medical treatment for the two children who needed it. 

Police Officer reported that baby suffering with severe 
case of eczema and not receiving proper attention. On June 11, 1917 mother 
refused to allow doctor to examine child until police officer was called 
in. On June sixteenth it was found that father had a record for assault and 
battery in December 1915, non-support in April of 1916. On June twenty- 


cases. 
fourth the child was improved. Father always had a slight odor of liquor 


ion his breath, Home was reported to be dirty and children neglected because 


mother works out. Also there was some question of immorality between male 
boarder and mother. In October father was very ill and mother was working, 
Baby's head was covered with scars and nothing was done for him. In 


November, there was too little proof to bring action in court and so case 


|was closed and police promised to be on the lookout. 
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er Midi fet WaSSToteen Ciaabaase pecbubad: thes Nellie eas 
having trouble with a bad gland and that she was in need of an operation. 
Condition was very serious and mother refused to have any medical attention 
for her. Absolutely will not cooperate on this with school authorities. 
On May third agent left note for mother to take Nellie to MGH, Home fairly 
clean but not ventilated. On May third mother refused to have Nellie 
treated. Boasted that when children had diphtheria recently and a sign was 
put on door she tore it off, sent doctor away, and treated children herself. 
Therefore a complaint of neglect was made in court. On May fourth mother 
threatened harm if case was not put off. Finally agreed to come to court. 
On May sixth the court ordered mother to have all nine children examined. 
On May twenty-sixth mother refused to send children to clinic as per court 
order. Baby died in home without parents realizing it. On June first 
mother was insolent and refused to send children to the clinic. Doctor of 
the Board of Health reported this as serious case, but very discouraging. 
On May twenty-sixth doctor had advised mother to send Vera to hospital be- 
cause of pneumonia. Mother refused to do this. Nellie was in bed sick 
with discharging gland on June first. Vera sitting on doorstep with pulse 
of 104. Child appeared pale, sickly and dull-eyed. Mother created a dis- 
turbance in the hospital. On June third mother was in Municipal Court for 
failure to provide properly for Nellie, Vera, and John. Therefore the court 
instructed agent to have Vera admitted to the City Hospital. Nellie de- 
faulted bonds and was committed on a temporary mittimus to the DCG, 

Father at this time was reported as handicapped and with 
one arm, Mother and children did not want him in home, Nellie when ques- 


tioned said that Vera had diphtheria. On June sixth mother was allowed to 


g0 home on own recognizance and told to return for examination by an 
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for children and she was assaulted by the oldest sibling. Agent called the 
police and the family in the meanwhile rushed away to the Juvenile Court. 
Judge severely reprimanded Sophie and told her to return to Russia if she 
couldn't behave. Child was taken to the Chardon Street Home. On June 


eighth Vera was at the MGH and was found to have diseased tonsils and con-= 





sidered possible carrier of diphtheria. Also diagnosed as undernourished 
and Wassermann was given her. A friend of the family came to inquire as to 
what had happened to Vera and it was explained to him that it was for the 
child's good. On June ninth mother was found guilty of neglect of children 
and appealed, but later withdrew appeal and took probation. John's case 
was now filed, Mother on probation on case of Nellie and Vera. On June 
eleventh Vera was reported as being sick and very weak. Child was weak and 
undernourished and was taken home because she was pining away for family. 
MGH then reported Vera's diphtheria culture positive. After much bickering 
and searching the child was found and was taken to the South Department of 
the City Hospital. On June thirteenth Vera was found to be active diphthe- 
ria case. Mother's probation officer agreed to get mother to have cultures 
taken on all the children. On June fourteenth the City Hospital reported 
that it couldn't give convalescent care and would notify as to date of dis- 
charge of Vera. On June twentieth the Board of Health doctor reported the 
family clear of disease. Vera was reported to have bacteriological diphthe- 
ria which might last all her life. Hospital studying to determine virulence 
of the germ. Nellie in need of tonsillectomy. No history of tuberculosis 
reported. On June twenty-fifth Vera was ready for discharge. On June 


twenty-ninth mother agreed to have Society plan summer vacation for two 


jyounger boys. Mother to have all children in clinic. Father in office 
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appeared to “ta wreck from intemperance, Aceaw to pay $9 support. Mother? 
probation officer in August said that Salvation Army willing to give boys 
two weeks free vacation in camp at end of month, Mother came to see agent 
and reported that Nellie was still in the hospital having had tonsillectomy 
Vera still thin but well and outdoors playing. Mother thanked agent for al 
that had been done, and what was most surprising asked agent to come again. 
Probation officer found it best not to have boys go on vacation according 
to report of August twenty-seventh. Probation officer wanted continued 
probation on account of male boarders and young girls in home. None of 
family have recent record except Alexander 7-12-34 assault and battery, 

ten days in House of Correction ss., probation. 

In December of 1934 writer made visit to home, Nellie in 
kitchen washing. Family living in fairly nice street in suburb(industrial). 
Nellie picture of health. Reports that father died a few days ago. Sophie 
living away from home by herself. Home clean but somewhat disordered be- 
cause of washing. Nellie in first year of high school. Vera in fifth 
grade at eleven years of age. Home supported by Peter who works, and 
another brother who is in the CCC camp, Nellie says she wants to be an 
office worker. Appears to be a nice and pleasant girl. No one else at 
home. 

With the limited information we have, this case is a 
success in so far as mother's superstitions and prejudices against medical 
care were finally overcome to the point where she finally realized that the 
Society was the friend of her children and their welfare. At present girls 
are healthy and that much has been accomplished by the Society in making 


it possible for them to continue to live and adjust more adequately to life. 
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Case VIII. M.FAMILY 
Eldico- ten years of age; Esther- four years of age. 


The home of this colored family was consistently filthy 
and poor over a long period of treatment. Parents all through were un- 
cooperative and gave medical attention to children only as they were com- 
pelled to do so by court order. On July 15, 1925, the MGH social service 
reported that child has rickets and deformed legs and that parents will not 
cooperate in treatment. Home conditions reported as being terrible. The 
home was found to be filthy and full of flies, Mother wouldn't agree to 
having Wilbur and Esther treated. Willing to go to the Boston Dispensary 
but not to the MGH. And thus begins her wild goose chase from place to 
place in the effort to finally avoid all treatment if possible. 

On July eighteenth the father refused to allow agent to 
take mother and children to the clinic. Mother finally made up her mind to | 
go and took Wilbur along. Mother said it was no use trying to persuade 
father. Mother advised on case. Baby was diagnosed as having rickets and 
the doctor advised continuance of formula and diet for baby. Mother agreed 
to bring Esther in for an examination and treatment. In August Wilbur was 
better, and mother was unwilling to cooperate further on treatment for 
Esther saying that nothing could be done for her and what was the use. In 

September Wilbur was placed on a diet of orange juice and cod liver oil. 
Qn the tenth Esther was finally gotten to the Orthopedic Clinic of the 
Children's Hospital. Case pronounced as rickets. Child to be admitted to 
hospital to have legs straightened. On the twenty-first Wilbur broke his 
leg and mother refused to cooperate in treatment. On the twenty-third she 
finally went to the Boston Dispensary and doctor prescribed same diet and 


mother told she must wean child. Wilbur's leg was put in a cast. On 
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Mitisken gacond other end father fought.eud chilA could not have x-ray a 
On the fifteenth Children's Hospital reports that Esther needs two weeks | 
care and mother promised to take Esther to hospital. On the twenty-ninth | 
mother suddenly changed her mind and decided she wanted child(Esther) to go | 
to Boston Dispensary instead of Children's Hospital. In November father 
threatened dire results if anything went wrong with Esther's treatment, but 
agent said that they should go ahead anyway. Garfield was out of school | 
because of leck of shoes, and Eldico needed work in posture clinic. Mother | 
finally secured shoes for Garfield. Mother said that she waited word for 
Esther's operation, but that she wanted child home for Christmas and 
Thanksgiving holidays. On the twenty-fifth arrangements were made for 
Esther at the Boston Dispensary but mother refused to accept these saying 
she had lost her confidence in the place because they made her wait so long. 
On the twenty-seventh feather and mother again quarrelled over treatment for 
Esther. In Jamuary of 1926 it was reported that home had burned and that 
Eldico out of school for lack of shoes. Mother said children went to 

school when they could and that record of absences was unfair to them. Said 
that she would treat Esther as soon as she could. Agent now threatened 
action. In February the attendance officer reported three children going 

to school were truants and that he would bring them in as soon as he saw 
father. On February 23, 1926 Eldico had lober pneumonia and parents 

already had refused to send child to hospital for a week despite doctor's 
orders. Community Health Association reported child very ill, care very 
poor, bed dirty, dressed in dirty bath robe. She didn't have sufficient 
water to drink. Agent went to home, opened windows and gave child some 
milk, Mother refused to have doctor. However on 2-25-26 she called a 


doctor who forced her to send child to hospital. On March eighth mother 
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removed Eidico nes the hospitel against advice. Mother said that nurses 
were scornful to child. A few days later the Community Health Association 
reported home in very bad condition again and that immediate hospitaliza~ 
tion was needed. Wilbur died on 3-12-26. Mother had refused treatment for 
Wilbur despite doctors advice and pleas. Mother refused to allow Eldico 

to go to the City Hospital, and laughed at idea of agent taking court 
action. On the seventeenth neglect warrants were served despite father's 
protest. Eldico was now taken to the Homeopathic Hospital despite mother's | 
protests. On the twenty-fourth Eldico was reported to be doing well. 

the twenty-fifth mother refused to have Esther treated till Eldico was 
returned. On April fifth Eldico was returned to home by court order. 

the sixth mother reported that she had ordered brace at the Sclerosis 


Clinic of the Homeopathic Hospital and that Eldico was not to go to school 


till she had brace. 


On May fifth neighbors in new tenement house reported to 
school visitor that children were neglected, Out on streets at all times. 
Mother stays out till 2 a.m. Margaret and Garfield both in special class 
and bothering neighbor's children, On the eleventh mother and father prom- 
ised to pay something toward brace as soon as father returned to work, On 
June twelfth Esther was reported in MGH with broken leg. On September 
twenty-fourth the Homeopathic Hospital reported that Eldico didn't return 
for necessary readjustment of brace, On the thirtieth the teacher reported 
that Eldico was not wearing her brace, Child intermittently dull and bright 
and teacher suspected malnutrition. Often she comes to school without 
breakfast. Home found to be dirty. Mother in bed in middle of the room. 
Kitchen table was covered with dirty newspapers. Mother and father were 


_||imp dent. Father said that brace was no good and would pay no attention ta 
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statement that it had needed adjustment 








a ie time - and he had been 
told so. Mother reported that Esther's operation had to be delayed. On 
November eighth mother had taken neither child to hospital for necessary 
treatment, nor had she given necessary exercises to Eldico's leg. Home 
filthy and cluttered. On 11-27-26 David was born. On 12-20-26 admitting 
office of the MGH reported letter to mother returned. Therefore Esther had 
lost chance to be admitted. On the twenty-seventh the Homeopathic Hospital 
reported that mother visits faithfully and that child's sclerosis is very 
serious and nothing much can be done for her. On January 1, 1927 mother 
was disgruntled over court requirements and said that Esther's case had to 
be delayed agein. On January twelfth Esther was admitted to the MGH, 
Esther to be in cast for six to eight weeks. Must come to clinic in two 
weeks. On the twenty-sixth mother refused services of Children's Mission 
motor service. Home in terrible condition. Esther in room in which there 
was only a crib. In February child was finally boarded in medical home by 
Children's Mission, over father's protest with mother's consent. In March 
Eldico was in the Eye and Ear Infirmary for glesses. Teacher reports her 
doing well in school. Wears brace and works less deformed fashion. Seems 
better nourished and better dressed. In April Esther was reported doing 
well and going to clinic. In May rooms were cleaned up, though bedroom and 
kitchen still disordered. Garfield quearrelling with neighbor's children. 
On May twenty-sixth mother criticised work of hospital and refused to 

allow Esther to go to medical camp. On June twenty-fourth the court ordere 
Esther to Sunlight Hospital Repair Shop at Egypt, Massachusetts, if there 
is vacancy. On June twenty-eighth Esther admitted to latter, and taken 
there on July fourteenth. In August Esther was reported to be doing 


splendidly. On September twenty-third Esther returned home and received 
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rather Bix wovcone: On eahober Swart julie aseeds Seb lightitonpital for 
fact that Esther had a cold. Parents very rude and impudent to Community 
Health murses. On March 13, 1928 house in terrible confusion. Eldico has 
cold and not wearing brace. Mother disappointed with results in Esther's 
operation and will not allow another operation. On May seventeenth mother 
said she would sue Society for lack of results in Esther's operation. On 
June twenty-first Eldico died of lobar pneumonia. Another illustration of 
mother's benighted stupidity and ignorance is shown by fact that she said 
that Eldico died of heart trouble caused by tight brace. Mother absolutely 
would not or could not understand anything that people did for the care and 
improvement of her own children. She was perfectly willing to have them 
die all around her without giving any care at all. Was it ignorance, pig- 
headedness, infantile emotional reaction against facts of life? 

On July thirtieth father ordered agent out of house. The 
Urban League was now asked to step in and see what could be done for the 
family by people of their own race and they completely failed because of 
father's "hard-boiled and domineering attitudes" and lack of cooperation. 
In October Esther was reported in first grade, and a visitor of another 
agency reported that Esther would attend posture clinic and that family 
would give no more trouble in this regard. In July of 1932 mother reported 
all children well, though Esther's legs still deformed, Mother said that 
previous operation had done no good and that there would be no others. 
Mother resented agent's visit. Home conditions bad as usual and mother 
couldn't see reason for Society interfering in her affairs, In October of 
1932 mother reported children well and in school. Father working regularly. 


Mother uncooperative and rude to visitor. Men playing cards in kitchen. 


Home filthy. 
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In December of 1934, writer made a visit to the home. 





Mother says that Esther is in school. Has grown quite a bit. Never had 
another operation on her leg, and mother still avers that hospital care 
made her worse. Refuses to hear about another operation and says husband 
is working and everything all right. There seemed to be some new babies in 
house though couldn't ascertain for sure. Family living in an alley street 
in very filthy and congested neighborhood. Parents! attitudes towards 
medical care of children still unchanged though they may be a little more 
careful to avoid further court litigation. Home very dark and dreary. 
Hallway absolutely pitch dark in the middle of the day. Mother still sus- 


picious of social agencies and appeared scared of writer's visit and said 





only as much as was asked of her, Father's last record 4-6-32 paid $50 fine 
for concealing lottery. Mother's last record is 9-22-30, Threats,dis- 
charged. Garfield's record 7-5-34 for exposing goods for sale on the 
Boston Common, filed. Hence from legal point of view family is all right. 
However their attitudes are still bad and detrimental to the welfare of 
their ever increasing family. In face of such dogged opposition without 


sufficient evidence for removal of children what can an agency do with such 


educable. This family represents a failure of society in properly educating 


| 

i 

j 
a family? Practically nothing, since the parents do not appear to be 
| 

this pair of people for the duties and responsibilities of parenthood, | 
| 

| 

| 


Case IX. D.FAMILY | 
Salvatore- eleven years and nine months; Giacomina- nine years; 
Josephine= two years and seven months. 

The home conditions in this family were very unsatisfactory 


because the parents quarrelled over family affairs, This Italian family 
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lived in a small but very important town, historically speaking, some ten 
or twenty miles away from Boston. The parents were both born and married 


in Italy. The family, as a whole, were rather misfits in this typically 


American and New England community with its traditions and old family lines, 


and its unstable condition was made very apparent by the quarrelling of the 
parents and the miserable conditions in which they lived. 

On June 15, 1921 the principal of the school which 
Salvatore attended reported that Salvatore was allowed to remain up so late 
evenings that he went to sleep in school. Father was reported to be mis-~ 
treating crippled mother,and youngest child was left alone because both 
parents were working. The mother was therefore warned to put Salvatore to 
bed earlier. The Town Clerk reported that the father was known as Charlie 
Chaplin because of his appearance and personality and that he mistreated 
his wife. The Chief of Police of the town reported that the father was 
arrested for stealing pigeons about three years ago. Some of the neighbors 
reported that father abused mother and others denied that this was true. 

It was reported that the parents were cousins. 

In July when the agent visited the home the father refused 
to talk to agent saying that latter had no right to pry into home condi- 
tions. Then he said in mother's presence that latter had a "big mouth". 
Said that mother once had him sent away for non-support for four months. 
Said that mother received all of his wages each week and that this was the 
first year that mother had to work outside. Denied that he abused mother, 
and said that even if she was crippled she couldn't insult his mother by 
calling her a whore, etc. without expecting him to beat her up. Wants 


mother to take him to court so that they might be separated and he is even 


jwilling to give her half of his wages. Father's friend who was about 
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Mother was afraid to talk before father and said that she | 

cooked food that father provided. Denied neglect of children. The rooms | 
on the lower floor were clean and mother was breaking bread. Mother is a 
hunchback and walked around house in her bare feet (a typical peasant 
woman), but seemed to be very clean. Father was tall and Seis and 
quick-tempered. 

Agent advised mother that she should see that father's 
meals were prepared on time and shouldn't use bad language, and that they 
should make up the quarrel between them. Agent warned father not to strike 
mother. Salvatore A. the young man who was in the home at the time refused 
to comment on family affairs though living with family for a long while. 
Another boarder who was Irish said that father quarrels because mother 
doesn't give him enough spending money. Thought that parents should be 
separated, 

In December mother reported conditions improved and father 
not working much, though father repeated same complaints of mother calling 
his mother names, of not cooking and of quarrelling because of four dollars 
he sent to paternal grandmother in Italy. Father was finding it hard to 
secure sufficient work. The probation officer in the court later reported 
that he could not persuade mother to press charges against father and that 
both parents were to blame for the situation. In Jamary of 1922 Salva- 
tore's principal reported him to be all right. | 

In November of 1926 the school nurse reported that the | 

|| landlord was trying to evict mother from cottage in which she lived, | 
Father was in Boston and was anxious to have the mother and children join 


_| him. Conditions in present home were very unsatisfactory and family was 
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reported to have reached a crisis. At this time father was both willing 
and able to support mother and family, but mother refused to move from 


present home despite notice to vacate since August. The premises were so 


bad that the Board of Health had condemned the house and the roof was 
leaking in the kitchen, 

On December 1, 1926 the school murse reported that mother 
continuously asks for discharge cards for the children to Boston and that 
after they are discharged they roam the streets for such long time that 
they have to be reenrolled. Salvatore is a defective and needs special | 
class work. Children come to school neglected and dirty. Children have | 
been receiving free milk in the school. Landlord had turned water off, but | 
school nurse had persuaded him to turn water on again as family would not | 
get out. | 

At home with school nurse, agent found different home from | 
one in 1921. Mother and three children were at home, Mother didn't like | 


| 
father's Boston residence and hence didn't want to join him. Father sent | 


money every week. Mother liked town in which they were now residing better 





than Boston and hence did not want to move, Father did not send any money 
this week and mother said that if father returned she would secure work for 
him, The house was in a terrible condition. The windows were stuffed with 
rags and the home which was an old four room cottage was falling into ruins. 
Mother reported that the cellar was filled with water and showed one water 
pipe that she had repaired with rags. Kitchen was in absolute confusion. 
In the parlor there was a table and a single chair. The bedroom on the 
second floor had holes in the wall which were stuffed with rags and there 
were rolled up mattresses lying about. There was mich loose wood in the 


kitchen. The home was opposite a Roman Catholic cemetery. 
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Chief of Police 





said that father was suspected of 


a a 
bootlegging and once was fined $100 for illegal sale, which mother paid. | 
Reported that will have to throw mother out of her home since it has been | 
condemned by the Board of Health. | 

In the police station in Boston which was in father's a 
cinct, it was reported that father was suspected of bootlegging, but no 
findings had yet been made. Father was living in three rooms which were 
dirty because there was no woman to clean the home. Father was working and 
wented family to join him. 

On December second the Probation Officer advised proceed- 
ings of neglect against mother, especially since colder weather was coming 
and mother insisted in staying in old hovel. Mother refused again to join 
husband in Boston; said she preferred quiet of place where she was living 
and said she couldn't stand drinking where father was now living. Said that 
she didn't like to live among the colored people. Mother's home was very 
cold. Mother wanted to know if father intended to return. Mr. C. the town 
almoner said that once when an attempt was made to evict mother she flaunted 
@ roll of over one hundred dollar bills in front of marshall's face. Mother 
has paid her rent up to date. Mother reported that both parents were born 
in Messina, Sicily. 

On December third complaint of neglect was issued against 
three children for neglect. On December fourth the children were arraigned 
on complaint and Salvatore was put in the care and custody of the Society, 
and Josephine was allowed to remain with her mother, On December tenth the | 
HDCC said that they would take Giacomina, but not Salvatore. On December | 


| 
| 
fifteenth the father tried to spirit Giacomina away from Society Temporary 
| 


||Home, On December seventeenth mother wanted case transferred to Boston. 
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The family were living in hopelessly confused three room apartment. There 


was no fire in the stove and there were quantities of mattresses in the 


parlor. Mother said that Salvatore would sleep in the kitchen and the rest 


of the family in the back bedroom. On December twentieth father was in- 


solent to the judge and he was ordered locked up in bar enclosure. Mother 


became hysterical in court and fainted. Father tried to escape from court 


end was arrested for contempt of court and was fined $15. 


On January 14, 1927 Mr. C. reported that Boston had sent 
a bill for aid to him and that he would have this investigated. On January 


fifteenth the children were still with the DCG and the Boston Public Welfare 


department was given the facts in the case, They had given the family $5 


and $7 orders for groceries. On January twentieth mother gave birth to a 
baby boy. On the twenty-seventh the family doctor discouraged proposed re- 
turn of Salvatore and Giacomina. On March second the Boston Overseers of 
the Public Welfare were giving the family $7 week, $5 week in grocery orders, 
and fuel. At the DCG it was reported that the children were placed in the 
town of W...... and Salvatore doesn't want to return to his home. Father 
threatened to take children. Father recently received $106 from an insur- 
ence company for an injury to his finger. At the DAR, it was reported that 
family was receiving aid from this organization too. On 4-20-27 John died 
of bronchial pneumonia at the age of four months. In June father reported 
in court that he was working and was giving mother twenty dollars a week 


for expenses and that he was also paying the rent of sixteen dollars per 


month for four rooms. On 6-7-27 the court ordered the children returned 


and they were discharged from the DCG on 6-29-27 after thorough examination, 


In September it was reported that the three children were at home. Salvatore 


was in the fourth grade and Giacomina in the second, Father purchased a _ 
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piano for the children ache nana plan at three Said teem. The 
rooms were clean and the family had new furniture, Father was earning 
twenty dollars a week with a bread company. The children were well dressed. 
Mother says that fether was not drinking since working at this company and 
that family was well off. 

On March 10, 1928 father reported that work at the bakery 
was now slow. The family were now receiving ten dollars a week on grocery 


order from the City of Boston. Father was not seeking work and says that 


since friends and neighbors cannot get work, how could he. Mother had a 
miscarriage in January. The player-piano was still in the parlor unused, 
Father now owed two months payments on the pieno and sixteen dollars on the | 
rent. Maternal uncles visiting in home considered it a great joke when it 


was suggested that they look for a job with the aid of a social agency kept 





up for this purpose. The Baking company reported that father was laid off | 
for being impudent, unsatisfactory, and wanting to boss himself. The police) 
officers on the beat knew Salvatore as a feeble-minded boy. Father was | 
again suspected of bootlegging. On April 18, 1928 father was working for a 
chocolate company at modest wage (c.$20 week). Mother made fifteen dollar 
payment on piano while still owing three months rent. Salvatore spent pre- 
vious day fishing for crabs and digging clams which he sold for a good 
price. On September fifth father was reported to be working rather regu- 
larly out-of-door during summer and gave up work at chocolate factory be- 
cause he likes out of doors in summer. Mother still owed three months 

rent which she paid up at rate of five dollars a month. Mother showed 
agent pictures taken in town in which they formerly lived. The kitchen and 
bedrooms were very disorderly though the parlor was in fair condition be- 


_||Cause never used. On September eleventh the mother applied for aid at the 










































“ yt w _ et 2 
* i Ry = 
are | aN 
iat | <¥" a ay ay ry Wie : 
pe ad } ” 
EP AWS a a a 





ee Se 
ad? ,sleew a ctsifch eeruny Js aelty jaomifasens “ond no aetbhblido add 


gainues acr tod? “7 ,satutiotet wea fed yfimet odd bor aselo orev se | 
jj.DeeeetS low etow aevbitcto ont syamemoo beetd « dtiw deew s etaliohy i wt 
nogaov sics o& yatwtrow done yaldnizd. Jom sar qodtat tad¢ aye a6 (toll 
.Vio Lfow ea yftenk dail 


, 


wroded oft tecdzow tant Beostoqget reddat BSer OL dota 20 yt 


ranoys qo Meow 6 etelfo® ned giivieost won etew-yliast eff .wole wom 


tong evss Dun wtew pabddoe gom aaw tolin® ..aodeom To ytlo edt mo7tt 10b%09 


c hed isdcoM eed Sivoo won sree doy toumen etoddgien Sua rbaotat 


been tofiec oft af Iibta saw onatg-seyio, eal ~visuusl at vast >a 


si¢ ac ateffob aselais Aare onmslq edt oo atnesyeq adigom on? bero wor , 
ge on 


aecw elo tsoty 4 ti Sotebbesoo emod ab goidteiv exfoar isxteiak ,taet 


a 


toex youeye Istoor « to Sie edt dihr dots tot aool Youd tadj Sesaegaua 
s%o Ataf aew tengat gad¢ bedvoces yaarmoo enidei off .scoqtaq elas sot ay" 


oe t ¢ ar hal e ae ° * oP ts i 
af Log, ssf ‘feemtn eacd of aaitaaw Sas ,ytodos lsiteans .daebogel grieaeger 
; . 


. 


(* 


sot Sutatrow sow todda? S8@L ,6f fitqi a0 ejalsuotiood to Setseqeve alegal 


saw ted¢et ,yod behale-eldacet 8 se stovsvlad weal Jaod sav mo etoolit 


u3ifeb naotiil efsm tedteM , (leow 089.9) epewdeebom ta yrequoo eiaiosone 
-ora ¢nece stotsavis@ ,fae: edtmaem eotdt aaiwofitve elidw casiq ge ® 
hows © tot Slos of cotéw soslo antagih Sas edeto tot gatdett wb asl) 


~cget tedia: anintrow ed of Setueqes sear tosigst d?tst tedmedqet oO ~.sSligg 


i. 
% 


_ed wrotost steloooro de stow qu evng ime tomene gektab) to0b-to-J9e vtel! 


aidiom 9 bews Litts tedtoM .tomnve ai etooh to tso asdlbl envoex 
hevore te‘toM .itnog s ereffeb evi? to ever ge ao Sieq ede dotdw sae 


ii os? ,Gevil qlrearet yed¢d doidw ai awed at acdst eeuutota 3n93 3 


-~ad aoitibaos itst at esw voltae edd magodd yissbtoetS yiev ezom, 
e¢ tA bts tot Satfens tedjom edt diagvede sedmetgeg a0 .beay t6ven 9 


Pg 
“lg Agro te 
, v4 psa) TEL ise oh = 
fee Paks | Hel hs 
a ————— i” a 


| 





— 























| Pamily Welfare Seteawije In October it was sicligiats that the children were 
| doing fairly well at school. Josephine was now in kindergarten. She was 
undernourished and needed school milk. Had it for two weeks and then 
stopped buying it. The mother now reported the father out of work for two 
weeks during which time the Overseers of the Public Welfare (OPW) supplied 
with groceries. Father was now working for landlord who took part of his 
wages as payment for pene rent. 

On January 5, 1929 Giacomina was reported out of school for 
two days because of cold. Josephine was reported as being very nervous and 
arrangements were made to visit a habit clinic. Salvatore now needed an 
adenoid and tonsil operation and mother promised to have it done when the 
weather was warmer, Father was not working for a week and OPW gave family 
grocery order, Home conditions were fair. Giacomina looked underweight 
though she had milk in school daily. The police officers at the neighboring 
police station reported that they caught father with a gallon of licuor but 
couldn't prove violation of the law. They are still watching him. 

In March father was again out of work since December, The 


OPW was giving ten dollars a week in grocery orders. Josephine still was 


reported as having difficulty in sleeping. Mother hoped that she would be 
able to return to school in spring. Salvatore was home from school with a 
severe attack of tonsillitis. To have operation later. Giacomina was now 
ene school regularly. The family now owed three months back rent. 
‘|\Zanalora to allow rent to run till father secures work, Home conditions 


jfair. 
In April father was working at the OPW wood pile for ten 


\|\dollar week grocery order. In May the Habit Clinic reported that Josephine 


jhad an 1.Q. of 61 and was probably a borderline feeble-minded child, Child 
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needed another Seeortieek. Josephine was now very happy to be back in school 
Mother was willing to return to the clinic. Salvatore and Giacomina now 
needed dentel work. Salvatore had again had several attacks of tonsillitis. 
The home was in fair condition and mother still kept piano and victrola and 
records though behind in payments on them. Mother later came to Habit 
Clinic with Salvatore and Josephine. She thought that Salvatore could have 
a tonsillectomy at the Habit Clinic. Arrangements were made for same at 

the MGH, Father was now again working irregularly. On May eleventh Salva- 
tore left home for many hours so as to avoid going to hospital. He was 


afraid he was going to die under the ether. On May thirteenth the school 


|murse was asked to cooperate. The latter reported that Giacomina attended 


the nutrition class but was afraid to eat anything but spaghetti. Giacomina 
was reported as having artistic ability. On June sixth it was reported that 
Giacomina was to enter the fifth grade. Josephine now attended school very 
irregularly because mother said that she liked out of doors in warm weather 
more than school. Salvatore was still warding off the necessary tonsillec- 
tomy. Father was working irregularly but there was no OPW aid now, Father 
and family were now dressed better. Salvatore hoped to work during the 
summer and earn money for clothes. 

In September the family moved owing several months rent. 
Mother was now working at a laundry. The children were in school. The 
children were in better physical condition according to school report and 
Salvatore and Giacomina were much more friendly. Mother was earning ten 
dollars a week and worked so near to home that she could run home and have 
lunch with children. Mother paid a Polish woman a dollar a week to give 


half-day care to Josephine when she returned from kindergarten at noon. 


_||\Salvatore earned enough for new outfit of clothes during summer, Father 
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mother felt that with her earnings and that of Salvatore when he gets a job 
the family would be adequately provided for. 

Father's last record was 1-3-33 Drunk, filed. Salvatore 
also has quite a record for a boy of twenty: 

4—- 5-26 Malicious mischief-Probation 

6- 5-34 Larceny-Probation six months 

6-19-34 Allowing improper person to operate- 
committed to House of Correction to work 
out $25. fine. 

According to the Boston City Hospital record Josephine was 
tied up with a settlement house. The worker at the house felt that the 
family situation was one of chronic negligence. Giacomina who was twelve 
years of age in 1930 had an influence over parents and children and so the 
settlement worker thought that she would be the best source of influence 


over the family if she was used as the means of working with the family for 


improvement of the situation. In the latter part of December of 1934 the 


writer visited the present home which is on a side street near the City 


Hospital. Mother was at home and was dressed in shabby black dress. Said 
that she was suffering with bronchitis for last five years and was con- 
stantly ill. Salvatore who was now almost twenty was not working because 
of his heart trouble and rheumatic fever. It was very hard to understand 


what the mother said but she finally made herself understood. The writer 


referred mother to the neighboring health unit and the Catholic Charities 
|| for medical care and vocational placement of Salvatore. Giacomina who is 
j|mow about seventeen years of age was also out of work, She has no trade or 


|| special skill. Father was now working at the nearby police station as 


— se” 


janitor four days a week. OPW was paying rent for family at least till 





ment was disorderly but clean. Mother and children were well dressed and 
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December twenty-fourth according to card mother showed. The home was in a 
very confused condition. Everything was out of place and disorderly. Rooms 


|} were lerge but very poorly cared for. The hallway was absolutely dark in 






the middle of the day. Mother is a short, hunchbacked, and typical Italian 
woman. She was very friendly but rather discouraged over the present situa- 
tion of the family. 

Here we have a family that is chronically dependent. The 
parents have never fully adjusted either to their new surroundings in this 
country or to their family responsibilities. It is the type of family that 
will always have to be bolstered up by the help of social agencies both be- 
cause of low mental intelligence and low social intelligence on the part of 
its members. Added to all these difficulties we have the depression which 
mekes it almost impossible for the grown children and for the father to get 
any sort of self-supporting work because of the keen competition in the 
economic world of this period of crisis and distress. The Society did all 
that was possible in getting the parents to see that the children mst be 
properly cared for or Society would step in and remove the children from 
their care until they reformed their ways and mores of child care. In so 


| 
i 

far as the removal technique succeeded in changing some of the attitudes of | 
! 


these parents the Society fulfilled its function to the highest degree that 


eny social agency could, considering the material that one had to work with.’ 


Case X. A.FAMILY 
Irene- fourteen years and four months. 





Irene was in danger of carnal abuse in her sister's home 


because of a tubercular young man in the home. Irene was charged with his 
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served him. She was also mistreated es her sisters who beat her and im- 








posed upon her by putting all the work on her shoulders, 

The girl's parents were both Canadian by birth and 
Protestant by religion. The mother and father were now separated and mother 
was living with maternal grandparents in Canada and father was living in 
another city. Irene kept house for her two older and unmarried sisters. 

On September 18, 1926 the Chief of Police of the industrial 
|| town in which Irene lived asked the agent of the Society to investigate the 
case of this girl who was witness against young man of thirty who lived in 
same home, Mr. L. the young man in question was the friend of Irene's 

older sister M and was now in the lest stages of tuberculosis. He had been 
in a state sanatorium and was sent from there to Tewksbury. From this in- 
stitution he left without notice to or consent of authorities and went to 


the A home. According to Irene the family were living in this town for two 


and a half years. The parents had been separated, and father was living in 
another city and mother was in Canada. Her father was working in a lumber 
yerd. Irene was living with her sisters M who was twenty-six years old and | 
H who was twenty-four years old. Mr. L was not working and was supported wy 
her sisters. Irene was at this time attending school. Her two sisters were 
working in the mills. Mr. L was confined to his bed and Irene was made to 
serve him in his room. The week previous he had tried to persuade her to 
have immoral relations with him and she refused him as she had once before 


this. She had to go to school and when she came home to get his dinner he 


| 
| 
| 
called her names and wanted her to come to his room. Irene therefore left | 
her home and went to neighbor's house in adjoining town. She didn't tell se 
sisters as they were abusive to her and made her work hard, They were also | 


quarrelsome and made her wash dishes, make beds and get guarrelsome and made her wash dishes, make beds and get supper. She was now | She was now | 
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in the sixth grade. 

Her father was now not supporting her and he hadn't seen 
her since the previous Thanksgiving Day, until the previous week when she 
went to Boston with Mrs. D. with whom she was staying. Irene said it 
wouldn't do any good to take father to court about supporting her. Her 
mother had worked at a State Hospital and for last three years parents had 
been separated. A brother of nineteen worked in a state sanatorium where 
two other brothers of twenty and twenty-nine worked as chefs. A brother of 
thirty was living out in the west and another was married and was living in 
Nova Scotia. A sister of twenty-three was working as a servant in a home 
in Boston and another sister was a hairdresser in Boston. Another married 
sister lived in Boston. 

Irene denied that she ever went out at night and said that | 


several men had tried unsuccessfully to assault her. The Chief of Police 


reported that the sisters with whom Irene lived had whipped her with a 





trunk strap. Irene said that she was belted last week for forgetting to do 
some housework. Denied sisters' complaint that she was going out with a 
young man. 

In the court Mr. L's case for rape was continued, He 
looked to be in last stages of his disease, Irene was asked to repeat 
exactly what he had said to her. The Board of Health inspector reported 
that Mr. L was once out when he visited and thus is not confined wholly to 
bed. Judge said that though sisters were good hard working girls all would 


be better if Mr. L left household. Irene was to attend school and was to 


return to home of foster mother Mrs. D. Irene's sister H became hysterical 
in the court room and made a scene. Irene's married sister's husband said 


_||that most of the trouble was caused by the father's lack of that most of the trouble was caused by the father's lack of support. ss 
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rene to the Temporary Home of the Society where Irene was examined by the 
Society's doctor. On September twenty-fifth father reported that he was 
eparated from mother for five years and that he was married thirty-four 
years ago. He was now in the lumber business and said that his marriage was 
a forced one. He also intimated that mother was quick-tempered and went 


around with other men. Mother had a $1000 when they separated. Said that 


he heard of condition of family and kmew that Mr. L was in the home. Said 
hat he was a good for nothing person and was against mother's determination 
o have him in the home. Father was now earning twenty dollars a week, Said 
hat he had no money since he was ill last winter and spent all money on 

his illness. Pays four dollars a week for his room and gets his meals in | 
ame home, Used to drink but doesn't do so now, Said that he could pay 
five dollars a week for support of Irene. Father seemed to be peculiar per- 


son and somewhat deaf. Also was careless in appearance. Attended a colored |! 


holy roller" church in Boston because he liked the preaching and teaching 


|given therein. Said that Irene did not want to go to home of maternal grand- 


ee ee ee eee 


, 





mother because it was lonely and far away from school. He said that Irene 
s anxious to return to home of Mrs. D and that only objection he had was 
hat they were Roman Catholic. However agreed to this arrangement and super 
visor advised return of Irene to Mrs. D because she was missing her school 
ork. 


On September twenty-fourth Mrs. D reported that she was 


ready to keep Irene as she was well behaved if father would pay her board | 


hich he had previously promised to send, Mrs. D appeared to be a very poor 
oman who had to care for own children, but seemed to be a good woman. Said 


hat Irene was rather sophisticated about sex matters and told her of con- 
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versation she overheard between sisters and said that one of them went 
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around with men. On the whole, Irene seemed to be well-informed on this 


subject. Mr. L was still at home despite Judge's warning and advice. 


At school teacher reported that Irene had just registered 
and was not able to keep up as she came from a poorly graded country school. 
On September twenty-ninth Irene attended the Eye and Ear Infirmary of the 
MGH and October second the case against Mr. L was dismissed. 

In October Irene's married sister revorted that Irene was 
dissatisfied at Mrs. D's and that Irene had a chance to go to Nova Scotia 
to maternal grandmother's home, Mrs. D wouldn't allow her to go without 
agent's permission. However the Chief of Police advised against this as 
Irene did not want to go. On October fifteenth Irene said that she was 
willing to go as Mrs. D couldn't keep her without pay. Irene also had a 
chance to go to the home of one of the school authorities, She was now in 
fifth grade as she couldn't do sixth grade work. Mrs. D said that she 
couldn't keep Irene free of charge. Reported that Mr, L was still in the 
home and that sisters defended right to do as they pleased, 

On October fifteenth agent met father going to a church 
conference in a suburb of Boston. Father reported that he had paid five 
dollars to Mrs. D and that Irene was not to go to Nova Scotia. On Jamary 
ll, 1927 the Board of Health inspector reported that Mr, L had left for 


Nova Scotia and case was dismissed. On March ninth a neighbor reported 


her school work. Irene was said to be a very well-behaved child. At school 







it was reported that she had been absent twenty-two and a half days. She 


b 
{ 
: that Mrs. D was working in a straw hat shop and that Irene was neglecting 
F 
| was considered to be doing well considering her lack of opportunity and to 


! 
jbe doing better than Mrs. D's own children. Irene looked well and face had / 
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Greased of pimples. She seemed to be happy and said that she had a good 
home, Said that Mrs. D was working and that most of her own absences were 
caused by a cold. Father was now fairly regular in his payments to Mrs. D 
and at Christmas gave her five dollars, Mother was still in Nova Scotia. 
Mr. L had, in the meanwhile, died. Sister came to see her and bothered 
her. Agent felt that Irene was shielding Mrs. D. Irene was very grateful 
to agent for clothes sent her at Christmas. She attended the Congregationa 
Church regularly. 

On April thirtieth the Chief of Police reported that Irene 
was out of school and thought that she shouldn't remain longer with Mrs. D. 
Asked agent to investigate the situation. On May fourth Mr. and Mrs. D 
gave having dinner with children, The house was very untidy and Mrs, D and 
the children were not clean. Mrs. D was working in straw hat factory for 
last two weeks, Said that Irene was not out of school to look after chil- 
dren. Said that father never paid anything and wrote that he wouldn't be | 
forced to do so. At Christmas he sent Mrs. D thirty dollars and Mrs. D 
bought a coat, hat, and underwear for Irene. Later father sent five dollars 
for shoes for Irene and she also bought her rubbers. Irene's sisters had 
been over to the house and had been very insulting. Mrs. D thought that 
mother was not very good woman. Irene was working for a Mrs. R who recently 
had a baby. Helps with the housework and works there all day Saturday. For 
this she received two dollars and fifty cents a week, 

Irene came home and looked fairly well. Said that she was 
cooking, making beds and doing some of Mrs, R's washing. However doesn't 

do the latter when Mrs. R was up and around. Irene showed agent letter 

from father in which he apologized for writing too affectionately to Mrs. D 


Mrs. D made one visit to father alone and he acted too 
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4 try to force the father to support Irene. On July second case against 














as seaty 3 ea: D aii ee Sathde: Teen dad recently baptized in 
the Catholic Church. Mrs. D disclaimed any pressure on her part in bring- 
ing this about. Irene upheld Mrs. D in this. Irene when alone with agent 
said that she was fond of the D family and wanted to be with them. Said 
that Mrs. D was working at the factory for two months. Irene also said 
that a Mrs. F and not Mrs. D had bought dresses for her. Irene's work in 


school was fair. On May tenth father said in court that he was too poor to 


| 
! 


support Irene, The court however ordered him to pay five dollars a week | 
and he was found guilty of non-support of minor child. His case was con- 
timued till December of 1927. Irene was to remain with Mrs. D till agent 
could ascertain whether mother would return to town of ..... and care for 
Irene. Also because of father's complaints it was ordered that Irene 
attend the church to which her parents belonged. On May twentieth the 


Judge reported that mother might return in which case Irene was to go to 


| live with her. 


On June twenty-fourth Irene was living with mother, Family 
were now in a comfortable home which had several acres of wrote, some of 
which were under cultivation. Mother seemed to be a respectable looking 
woman, Mother reported that as soon as she heard of conditions here she 
left for home. Seemed to be an easy-going woman. Home was very clean and 
well furnished. Irene was looking well. Mother denied father's keteconel 
and said that she and the girls were trying to pay for the house. Irene 
was now very happy and didn't go anymore to home of Mrs. D. Was hoping to 
get work for the summer, Will however return to school in the fall. 


The Judge now asked agent to report to immigration offi- 


cials as to father's possible mental condition. Also the Judge decided to 
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Father was not supporting and had defaulted on probation. 


Irene was filed. 





On July eighteenth the Assistant-Commissioner of Immigration decided that 


all that could be done was to commit father to an institution and if found 





to be insane at time of arrival in this country he could do something. 
Otherwise nothing could be done about deporting him since he was in this 
country over five years. 

On April 10, 1928 it was reported that father was having 
immoral relations with two minor children E. and R. both cases of the 
Society. These children were given money by father for having relations 
with him, Father reported that he was attending a rescue mission and that 
he had committed similar acts with his own children and that since he had 
the power of priestly absolution, he could not sin and absolved children 
of sin. Therefore he could do as he pleased. 


On April twelfth father in court. Two complaints of carnal 


abuse were lodged against him on minor children R. and E. and also a com 
plaint of indecent assault and battery on E. was made against him. 

On April thirteenth father was arraigned on two compleints 
of carnal abuse and one of indecent assault and battery. On the twentieth 
the evidence presented caused the court to find probable cause and father 
was held in $5000 for Grand Jury. The Grand Jury returned a true bill 
against father on all charges. On May twenty-second the Judge ordered 
father committed to Psychopathic Hospital for observation. Father's defense 
was on ground that he was impotent since he had had an operation for some 


disease of the reproductive system, On June seventh the psychiatrists re~ 









| 
ported that father was as follows: “Patient's attitude and manner is un- 
usual, Talks freely in rather exalted tone. Expresses a great many re- 


_||ligious ideas having to do with his own spiritual importance. Believes 
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that he is under the direct instructions of 














God. Has mild sense of justice 











of other religious beliefs than his own. Patient reported by jail officer 
as on his kmees great deal of the time and conduct attracted attention as 
unusual, Needs thorough study at hospital as religious eccentric." Commit | 
ted to Boston State Hospital for observation. On September fourth the 

clerk of court reported that father was considered as being insane by the 
Superintendent of the Hospitel. On July ninth father was examined by the 
court alienist and was considered to be insane and the court committed him 
to the Boston State Hospital till returned as sane when he was to go to jail. 

On May 24, 1931 father was released from the State | 
Hospital and was put on trial for carnal abuse. Father had another mental | 
examination and on May twenty-seventh the court alienist found father sane 
and father pleaded guilty to entire indictment of six counts of carnal 
abuse and indecent assault. Father was sent to State Prison for term of 
five to ten years. On August 21, 1934 father was at State Farm. He was 
now considered mildly insane and had a bad heart and kidney trouble. He 
should according to the State Prison records be transferred to a civil 
hospitel and it was thought that he should not be paroled. He was trans- 
ferred from the State Prison on December 9, 1931. He is now also senile. 

In this case the Society by intervening at the request of | 
the court and by watching the girl involved while she was under inadequate 
supervision probably saved her from being raped and from perhaps even be- 
coming immoral. After Irene was tided over the difficult period when her 
mother was away she was again restored to the supervision of her mother and 
now for about eight years there have been no further complaints nor any 
record of delinquency for any of the family except the father who was and 


is insane and is thus irresponsible. In this connection, the Society by its} 
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action also probably safeguarded Irene from possible harm from her insane 





| 
father. Most of the family difficulties root back probably to the father's | 


unrecognized insanity and consequent misbehavior and inability to get along 


with his wife. On the whole, it is apparent that the Society served a very 


creditable purpose in safeguarding the interests of this unsupervised, young 


|jadolescent girl. 
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Case XI. K.FAMILY 
Annette- about twelve years; Julia- about ten years; Arthur- about eight 
years; Frank- about five years; Jannette- about three years, 








At the time of referral the mother was very intemperate 
and was selling liquor in home in violation of the prohibition laws, There | 
was also some question of immorality of mother's behavior. Both parents in 
this family were American born and were natives of Boston. The father was 
a leather worker. The family was Roman Catholic by religion. 

On March 26, 1926 two police officers complained that 
parents were separated and that father's whereabouts were unknown. The 
mother was very intemperate and had disreputable visitors in home. Police 
officers felt that they had enough evidence to take action against mother, 
but hesitated to do so because of children. Mother had been before the 


Municipal Court in the past. The home and the children were very dirty. 





The officers reported that the day officer on the beat also knew the condi- 
tions in the home, The police officers advised that if woman agent were 
assigned the case, she should not go to home without the protection of an 
officer, On March thirtieth agent found mother in bed. Jamnette and Marie 


ere in the room with mother and the house as a whole was very untidy. The 


: other children were at the home of the maternal grandmother and had been 
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there since father deserted four mastitis ei Silieas sa to Ce 
warrant had been issued for his arrest. Maternal uncle with whom family is 
living is paying rent. Mother said that father used to come home and beat 
her. Also he refused to support her. Mother said that she was arrested 
because she "sassed" officers. Mother said that police came to her home 
quite often without just cause. Both children who were at home appeared to 
be healthy and clean. A neighbor Mrs. S reported that children were not 
neglected physically but that mother was immoral. She complained of 
mother's drinking parties and said that they were real wild parties. Mothe 
was often drunk but did not abuse children, Neighbor praised father and 
said that he left home becahed of mother's friends and drinking. Another 
neighbor teported that all was well now. Another reported that all had 
been quiet for two weeks, At home of maternal aunt, Mrs. J.N. who was 
boarding four of the children. Said that she owned her own home and that 
maternal grandfather was the janitor. Frank seemed to be well. Home was 
clean and neat and maternal aunt and maternal grandfather appeared to be 
respectable people. Maternal aunt reported that father didn't work and 
that he beat mother. Julia's teacher reported her to be healthy but dirty 
most of the time and apparently neglected. However when agent met her she 
was dressed neatly. The other children were reported to be neat and clean. 


The day officer on beat where mother was living reported that on January 





third he ordered five men out of mother's room. All were drunk. Mother 
was drunk, had a black eye and used vile language, On March thirty-first 
agent told police that two youngest children with mother were too young to 
make a case on the grounds of moral neglect. Also children were not 
sufficiently neglected to warrant action, 


On April fifth maternal grandfather reported that mother 
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had not moved yet. On May fifth mother's probation officer reported that 





mother broke her probation and would be surrendered, On May eleventh the 


| 
probation officer reported mother not surrendered in order to allow police 
to gather evidence. On June twenty-fourth maternal aunt reported that | 
mother placed children with her. On June twenty-fifth mother was before 
the Municipal Court for exposing and keeping liquor. On July first mother 
was fined fifty dollars and given one month sentence. Both sentences were 
suspended until October twenty-sixth. Mother was ordered to move in three | 
weeks. Probation violation was filed. 

On July ninth mother was still at same address. Man was 
living with her and mother had Marie with her. Maternal aunt leter lied 
and said that Marie was with her despite the fact that agent had seen her 
with mother. On July tenth mother was warned that all children must live 
with maternal aunt or neglect warrant would be issued, Mother agreed to 
cease having children visit her. The man who had been arrested with her 
was in the home at this time. On August sixteenth agent visited at new 
apartment and met same man again. This man refused to allow agent to enter 
and came into the hallway. Agent heard the voices of several women and 
man said that they were his visitors. Said that mother was at home of 
maternal aunt. Marie died on previous week while on her way to town of ¥W.. 


Man denied that children were with mother but admitted mother's intemperanc 


At home of maternal aunt stranger informed agent that Marie had died at 


this address and that all children were with the maternal aunt. On August : 
seventeenth agent was again not admitted to mother's apartment though agent 
heard voice of man, woman, and child. Maternal aunt said that she couldn't 
understand this since all children were with her, Said that mother was not | 
| 


' drinking. On August twenty-fifth the children were arraigned as neglected 
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| 
end were placed in the care and custody of maternal aunt as long as agent | 
twenty-fourth. On October first mother reported that father was at certain 
address in Boston and that she was going to press a charge of non-support. 

On January 17, 1927 mother was reported to be living with | 

maternal aunt and to be working, Maternal aunt was unwell. Children were 
well and.all but Frank and Jannette were in school. Home was in good order, 
On February eleventh mother stated that she had been forced to sell liquor 
because father had deserted and she had five children to support. Maternal 
eunt said that mother was not a loose woman and that she was a good mother. 
Pather was always abusive. Mother had been married fourteen years and had 
had eleven children, six of whom had died and she was only thirty-two years 
of age at this time. Maternal aunt said thet she had no idea where father 
was. Children were well and doing well in school. Home was in good condi- 
tion. Mother planned to remain with maternal aunt even after regaining 
custody of children, until she can afford her own home. On March twenty- 
third mother was unsuccessful in looking for work. Was very anxious that 
agent investigate her fitness for regaining custody of her children. Father 
was still unlocated. Mother had same plans for future as maternal aunt had 
outlined. Teacher reported that Annette was doing well in the seventh 
grade. Julia was doing well in the fifth grade and took the prize for 
posture in the preceding month. Arthur was reported as being a slow worker 
but likable. Not as clean as he should be. All the children were clean 
except Arthur whose clothes were shabby. However he was a clean-looking 
upright little fellow. Maternal aunt's last record was in 1922 when she was 


put on probation for selling liquor. On March twenty-ninth mother agreed to 


||come to court. Said that father had sent $15 for Christmas, but mother 1 





considered her to be a proper guardian. Mother was in jail till September | 
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aidntt want to live with father again. On March thirtieth father was 





located through a lunch room owner but was not found, Informant reported 
that father wanted to return and thought that mother was equally to blame 
for family trouble. 

On April first the children were returned to the care and 
custody of mother. On September tenth mother was still living with mater- 
nal aunt. Maternal uncle who worked in city of W.... sent mother between 
fifteen and twenty dollars a week for the support of herself and the chil- | 
dren. Mother assisted with housework and maternal grandfather reported 
that they were willing to keep children. Mother realized that she was im- 
posing on maternal relatives and on insistence of agent promised to go to 
work, Agent told mother that she didn't have to do so till she saw the 
Judge. Mother neither knew where father was, nor did she want to live with 


him egain. He was still not supporting. Said she was neither drinking nor 


! 
| 


selling liquor, Mother now appeared to be well and seemed to be trying to 
do right by children. On October seventh the case of neglect was filed, 

On February 14, 1928 mother was again in court for idle and disorderly con- 
duct and mother's probation officer again was inquiring about the status of 
the case. Father's last record is on January 4, 1923 for exposing and 
keeping liquor, and his case was discharged at the time. Mother has a much 
longer record than father. It runs somewhat as follows: 


long record beginning 1-5-22, violation of liquor 
law and continuing thus, largely on drunkenness charges and idle and dis- 
orderly till 
2-14-28 note — disorderly, three months in jail,appealed 
10-10-28 e » probation,filed 10-23-29 
3=- 8-30 Hives » ss to State Parm 
8-26-31 Exposing and Keeping, two months jail sus.sentence 
8-26-31 Illegal sale of liquor,$50 and two months jail sus. 
2-12-34 Drunk 
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than the father. One however cannot say whether this is so in the last 
analysis because one doesn't know what has made an alcoholic of the mother 
or what part the father and his desertion has played in her becoming alco- 
holic, or whether she was the cause of the father's desertion. On this 
point the case is entirely too obscure end it would be interesting to follow 
up if one had the opportunity to do so. As the case now stands the children 
are apparently doing well. None of them have any record at the Massachu- 
setts Commission of Probation, and there have been no further contacts of 
the family with any social agency that registers with the social index. 
Probably mother's drinking is due to the fact that she is a chronic alco- 
holic and nothing much can be done for her. As far as the Society's con- 
tacts with the family are concerned I should say that they were successful 
in remedying the situation for which they were called in to render service 
in protecting the children. The Society forced the mother to give up her 
questionable companions and thus saved the children from possible moral 
neglect from this situation. Unfortunately the Society is not in the posi- 
tion to treat the family further unless the case is reopened through further 
complaints and thus further investigations into the present situation as 
revealed through the mother's criminal record cannot be further studied or 


treated. 


Case XII. R. FAMILY 
Mary- about fifteen years; Hlizabeth- about twelve years, 


Father had mother committed to a hospital for incurables 


doesn't seem to be able to keep out of trouble and is more of legal problem 
and never went to see her, By his miserliness and domineering attitudes 
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“he made life miserable for all the children in the family. Children lived 


in fear of him, The parents were Irish by birth and Roman Catholic by 
religion. Father worked as a teamster at twenty-two dollars a week, In the 
home there was also an aged paternal grandmother, 


On November 22, 1921 the children in the family were re- 


| ported to be neglected by a special investigator for the Child Welfare 


League of America. On December twelfth agent found father, James, Mary and 
Elizabeth at home having lunch. Father denied that he was neglecting chil- 


dren or his home, Said that he was not working steadily but that when he 


' did he made about twenty-two dollars as a teamster. Mother was a paralytic 


and was in the Long Island Hospital. Said that pediculosis in Elizabeth's 


head had been cured by doctor. Said that he was doing his best and that he 


couldn't be blamed for conditions in the home. Children were fairly well- 


clad and looked healthy. House was in good condition in comparison with 


|other homes in the neighborhood. The kitchen was clean and there was a 


; 


y 
u 


—T 


fire in the stove, Father said that John slept on the couch which was in 
the kitchen. Father and James slept in one room, Mary and Elizabeth in 
another, and paternal grandmother in another. The backyard was filled with 
jank, Father promised to keep the home clean and do his best. On December 
the school principal reported that children had been attended to. 

On July 19, 1922 a neighbor reported that family had been 
put out, William was in the navy and the other four children were in the 
home, Mother is an invalid and had been in the Long Island Hospital for 
three years, After Elizabeth's birth, mother suffered from rheumatism and 
her feet were operated on. After Rose's birth she lost the use of her body. 


Father never went to see her, nor did he send the children to see her, In- 


formant often went to see mother and brought her different things. Father 
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didn't work much and depended on William's earning's mostly. Paternal 





grendmother has been at the Long Island Hospital since February or March. | 
Since she had gone there was no one to care for Mary or Elizabeth, James | 
went to work for the first time today. John worked as teamster. Father 
worked as teamster occasionally, but preferred to live on money he had 
saved, Janes got cooked food at the neighboring Catholic Church for his 
grandmother but father used it all for himself and for the children. Mary 
and Elizabeth were spending all their time on the streets, Father usually 
managed to get hurt when he worked in order to get financial aid. Bought 
a farm a year ago but sold it. William recently came home for two nights 
and reported that the beds were so dirty that he couldn't stand them. Matte 
was reported to priests of the parish but nothing was done about it. 
William was supposed to send half of his pay check to mother, but John re- 
ported that father received thirty to forty dollars a month from William, 
Informant said that father should either be made to keep a housekeeper for 
care of the home and the girls or else they should be placed out, 

On July twenty-fifth another neighbor reported a similar 


tale and said that girls were out on Saturday night till ten forty-five p.m. 


|| because they were afraid to be in house by themselves, Father bought home 


|| they now occupy and repaired it somewhat, Father stated that he was capable 





j}of caring for children, Father had taught girls housework and Mary was able 


: John and James were working and paying board. Said that he had money 


|| to bake bread and cook. Neighbors were making complaints because girls 


\||\didn't wear starched dresses but said he clothes them according to his 


means, Children go to school regularly and also attend church, Family sent, 


\|\Wash to wet wash laundry and he and the boys did the rest of the hard work, 


Said that his foot was crushed recently and that he couldn't work therefore, 
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thrifty. Didn't see where children could play if not 


= he Se sities 
on streets. There were no parks nearby. Said that he didn't call them in 
early on hot evenings. Said that he cared for girls and expected to bring 
them up to be good women, Family occupied five rooms, three of which were 
on the second floor. Two bedrooms were occupied by the boys and small bed- 
room by father. Girls slept on couch in living room. Children seemed 
healthy looking and were washing dishes, and sweeping floor when agent 
called. House was fairly clean and there seemed to be plenty of food in 
the house. 

On August fourth neighbor reported that father was not 
proper person to care for children, especially girls. Was cruel to mother 
who worked for him all her life and had her sent to hospital for the rest 
of her life when she became ill. Has also seen children out late at night 
when afraid to go home before father returned. First neighbor to report 
had prepared girls for first communion and confirmation and furnished them 
with clothes with little aid from father. Father was very headstrong and 
would take advice from no one. First neighbor, Mrs. C reported that father 
never visited mother and was very selfish and dictatorial. Mother never 


mentioned his shortcomings until he sent her to the hospital. Has helped 
with dressing children but becoming tired of doing this since father fur- | 


nishes too little to be able to dress them adequately. Mary was now be- 


| 
coming rapidly mature and father appeared to be inadequate to meet this 
Situation. Though father had plenty of money he only provided scantily | 
for his children. John told her that beds were not fit to sleep in, and | 
said that he wanted to speak to agent concerning the whole situation, | 
especially about father's stinginess and domineering attitudes. Girls | 


_|jrarely visited the neighbor. She took Mary to see her mother when she was 
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Diitisa ond PORTE Scat over this. — ea 
On September first John called at the office and said that | 
he felt impelled to tell his story, but that father was not to hear of it. | 
Father, according to boy, was shrewd, aggressive, and lazy. Has money | 
available for proper care of children, but will not use it for this purpose | 
and is afraid lest the OPW should find this out and make him pay for i 
mother's and paternal grandmother's care at hospital. Hasn't worked for 
three months though he could have, because of a pretended disability. How- 
ever insisted that all of John's and James' wages be turned over to him. 
Allowed John fifty cents a week out of $18 and James twenty-five cents out 
of $9. Father also took away the girls' pennies that they earned running 
errands and punished them if they spent it for candy. Nags Mary all the 
time about the housework and keeps her terrified. Is easiest on Elizabeth. 
John would leave home if he didn't feel a duty towards the girls. Distrusts 
and fears father because of his harsh atiguevece and selfishness. The two 
girls sleep in the attic on single cots without proper mattresses or cover- 
ings. Father and James occupy comfortable bed. Father once secured some 
spoiled food from the restaurant and because children wouldn't eat it he 
punished them. Father was making their lot very unhappy and is wise enough 
‘\jto protect himself from prosecution. John felt that the girls would respond 
ell to kind and wholesome treatment. 

On December twelfth Mary was at home suffering with scabies 


izabeth suffering with scabies also and children very much neglected. John 








asn't working. Father was receiving half-pay, John and James were sleeping 
jon a bed covered with rags. Girls were sleeping in room off kitchen. Toilet 
_jf#m same room, Rose was placed out in the town of S..... Father was working 


_|ps a watchman at $15 week. Father reported to be sneaky and sued everyone 
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slightest claim. Home conditions were definitely un- 


on whom he had the 





satisfactory. Corner druggist deplored home conditions of children and of | 
the home in general. Father never visited mother. John was all right but 


was beginning to let go of himself and now was becoming a bit wild. Father 





‘was very mean and selfish. Neighbor, Mrs. C who it was discovered was 


| 
really a maternal aunt said that she had done all she could for the children 
and wouldn't do anymore. Thought that children were receiving inadequate | 
care. Mr. C reported that he and wife were willing to testify against | 
father. On December twelfth John at office reported that Mary had told | 
father that he had made complaint and that therefore father had ordered him 
out. Father was terrorizing Mary. John reported that father kept beer in 
home. 

On September 27, 1923 Mrs. C reported that mother and 

paternal grandmother were seriously ill at hospital. William was home for 


some time, James stole an auto and destroyed it by running it into a tree, 


end on probation at the present time. John was at home and was not keeping 


the agent informed and Mrs. C thought that he wasn't reliable. Agent how- 
ever was not able to get any evidence against father, On October second 


father was in court for allowing Mary to attend school badly affected with 


| | pediculosis. Father was very erratic in court and paid no attention to 
: 


|| school nurse and attendance officer, Father was found guilty and ordered 







| to clean up Mary's head. On October eighth case was filed, 
| On December third the nurse of a neighboring settlement 


||house reported that police officer complained of terrible conditions in the 


i 
|ihome, Father was sleeping with daughters and also there were other women 
| 
‘ in the home. Neighbor reported a mother and daughter frequenting the house 


| 


jjend that one day the daughter came out with blood stained face. On 
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|| December twelfth police officer reported drunkards removed from the home. 


Sleeping conditions were also reported to be very bad, Home now became 
known as "House of David" and there was a great deal of immorality. Man 
and woman found in bed together in the home, On December fifteenth com- 
pleint of neglect was lodged in court, and girls were removed to Society's 


Temporary Home. On December twentieth it was reported that John joined the 


navy since he couldn't stand the home situation any longer, Wanted agent to 


extend his leave of absence so that he could be witness in case. Judge was 
displeased with John's testimony and agent conferred with father's attorney 
and persuaded him of need of protection for the girls. The girls were 
transferred to the HDCC. The children were allowed to live with maternal 
aunt Mrs. C under supervision of the HDCC, On January 10, 1924 maternal 
aunt reported that father was paying as per agreement and that Mary was 
stubborn and unruly until she was threatened with being returned to the 
HDCC, On June twenty-fifth maternal aunt refused to keep children any 
longer. Father had been quite surly with her. On June twenty-sixth police 
officer in court reported that women was visiting home regularly. James 


was drunk last week and was up for indecent assault on young boy but was 


freed because of lack of evidence, Father was also drinking a great deal. 





Maternal aunt was now old and was suffering with rheumatism. Children were 
Saucy and rude to her. Father was not paying as per court order. Therefore 
couldn't keep children, Father said that he had paid regularly and was only 
@ week and a half in arrears. Probation verified the latter fact. Father 
had bought a horse and cart for himself and working for himself. Mother 
died at the hospital on 3-31-24. Agent suggested that father pay more than 


five dollars a week if possible, and that children be sent to the HDCC. 


‘|\Father was willing to have children go to the HDCC but couldn't pay anymore 
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ie their board, 

On December tenth maternal aunt asked to have Mary returned 
to her. HDCC was willing if agent would agree. Maternal uncle was earning 

a good wage. Maternal aunt said that Elizabeth was always the trouble maker, 
Agent agreed. On June 24, 1925 Elizabeth was very ill with pneumonia at 

the City Hospital. She begged father to reorganize the home. Father took 


a@ new apartment at $25 a month and bought new furniture, William soon to 


come home from the navy. John and James were working. Maternal aunt 
thought that Mary was old enough to keep house with the help of the older 
brothers. Father had a new business taking away garbage from garages. He 
made out very well at this. Father was not drinking. Agent wanted father 
to prove his worth for a length of time, Maternal aunt was displeased with 
this plan. On June 23, 1927 father was reported to have bought a new home. 
All children at home thought girls were supposed to be with the HDCC. For 
past year father and John had been working together at the garage rubbish 

||removal business and were making out well. Feather was reported not drinki 

_||Purniture in the home was new, Maternal aunt wanted children returned to 

father and had connived with him. Girls were at home with father since 

: June 24, 1926 and on June 23, 1927 the case was filed, 

| Neither of the girls have a record. According to the OPW 

record this is the present situation in the home. Last aid was received 


| 
on 2-2-33. Father is now a widower of fifty-nine. Five of six children 
| 


married and only one at home, Father unemployed for eight years and 







|jSupported by John for several years. Father was injured in 1914 and treated 
ye the City Hospital for fractured leg and walks with difficulty. William 


i 
jjis married and has two children and is unemployed. Receives OPW aid. John 


|jis now a widower though only twenty-eight years of age. No children and 
a = 


| 
i} 
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‘ji lives with father. James is twenty-six years old, married, has three chil- 


dren, and is employed. Mary twenty-two is married and has no children. 
Works for the Boston American. Elizabeth is twenty and is merried. Has no 
Children. Husband in U.S. Navy. Rose sixteen in California. Father is 
five months in arrears with rent. Has no lodgers and never had any in- 
surance. No property at present and no income and isn't able to work. 
Father and John received last aid on 6-9-33, Father returned to work. 

Here we have a broken home through illness of mother, and 
father's cupidity end unhappy temperament made the home situation a very 
unhealthy one for his children who probably would have all been well adjust- 
ed if he had offered them any sort of a friendly atmosphere. As it is we 
have James who continues to build up his record, the lest being 7-14-34, 
drunk, Iuckily the girls were removed just when the home was really be- 
coming immoral and as a result they were saved from becoming immoral them- | 


selves, As it is the family situation was finally cleaned up and after 










several years the father began to appreciate what he was missing by having 
his daughters taken away from him and he built up a more healthy home situa- 
tion and finelly earned the privilege of having the children returned to | 
him. Both girls are now married and have so far kept out of overt trouble 
jjat least which is a very successful outcome considering the fact that their 

| 


‘ 


\jhome environment was so poor and detrimental to normal development before 


‘|itheir removal from home by court order. This case illustrates very clearly 
\Ithe function of this method of treating problems of inadequate ‘childhood 


'||situations. 
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| 
= XIII. BR. FAMILY | 
Anna- thirteen years and seven months, | 

Anna became a case through her delinquencies which were 
the result of very inadequate supervision during the period when girls, and 
boys as well, need the most guidance, viz., early adolescence. With her 
mother in a hospital for the insane and her father and siblings too busy to 
\jwatch her, she was persuaded to have immoral relations with several un- 
scrupulous young men. Anna's parents are Irish and Roman Catholic. Her 
father worked as a longshoreman and earned between twenty-five and thirty- 
five dollars a week. Anna Wes the youngest of a family of six children and | 
at the time of referral spent much of her time entirely without family supe 
vision of any kind, 

On May 8, 1924 a special police officer reported that 
father was willing to leave Anna in charge of the Society pending prosecu- 
tion of the man who seduced her. Anna reported that she had had relations 
with G.V. at the same time that her friend had had relations with R.D. at 
jithe latter's home, Anna reported several sex experiences with men. From 
|i\April eighteenth when she left her home and came to the downtown section of 
the city she roomed with a friend H.W. who had sex relations with several 


|men. H.W. had withdrawn one hundred dollars from her savings account and é 


bought clothes for both Anna and herself. 


= ee —— -_-, 


Police officer was now on lookout for Anna's seducer G.V. 









ho was also reported to be a dope peddlar., On May 13, 1924 police officer 

: expressed opinion that Anna should be placed in the custody of the Society. | 

nna was known to have been misbehaving for some time now. One of Anna's | 

jjolder brothers, William, expressed the opinion that Anna was feeble-minded, | 

| 
| 


‘gta that Anna would get into more trouble if allowed to go without 





















oxew so Lely aclonenpat tee, tod danowd? ea8o a amsood | ; soak pee: 
bes ,vitis, socw bokteq oad qaited wotetereqye osnspotaatt wer e ‘ 
| ned dviW .comecaelobe vitae. ht: CORSE doom oct, OF ng 
et yeud ood agaiidte bas radia? sil Sue anaes t odd Ot asta 
~ww Leveves dviw axokieter fesoowil evad oe hebawezeq ma: 


nol .olfosds) asmof dam de txt ote eiisieg efeanh -mom BOY, & 
~yirid? Sus evit-ytaew! meewled Seause has name rosivsnol a 0. ext 












has corSlido xe | to no s to tesgauoy edt see eae sew s 





sqye ylimet dwordt iw elertine sen vod to dou bia fartetet 108 
batt wa! 





betrogat teottic sollog Iafoegs a a0 .9 yet 20 













ayonsots aaibaeg ytekoo® on? to syatano at cud avael ot gatiliw 





sinotteiot Led had ele tad Settoges aaeé tod benshes oie a one 
ie ..8 Hiiw eaotsefor Sed si Sore ba roel sald ‘outs omiBe edt 33 .¥. v.: a 


oem. ao tw eonmaivegke Kee haves cpr sana ood, Ae 






Terevea atiw enotiaicou xees Bast odie WH heokrt s adie bomoot ie . 






her tayoose sgatver tod mott etatfab Bershersstl ard ‘comercot be att ™ 
| .ewted faa sam ated tot sndege, 


seonhee @'anck 16% tucndol no ms aaw nosttio aottot.. 


“eoktto sotfog SOL bf yell a0 ee eqeb 8 ec oF betroqes 





“telnet off Yo ybodem ost at beoeta ed Sivode Semnh Saat wointe 


e'anmA to exo .wor emily omos 0% anivededs ia need evad od woetaee 
Deiniv-~eldest saw onnA ded} solateo ont Heaeottqze oe erento’ 








supervision or eistaay} ease wanted to move to a suburb. Mary 








the oldest daughter was the housekeeper of the family. William was now out 
of work and was wanting to learn printing trade. Edmund was working on a 
fish pier and was earning $12 a week, and was attending continuation school 
at the same time. Thomas was out of work and was formerly also employed on 
a fish pier. Mother was committed to a Psychopathic Hospital on September 3, 
1922. Maternal aunt was also a patient in hospital. 

On May 14, 1924 father realized that Anna was beyond his 
control but wanted to give her another chance on probation if he could get 
a new home in a suburb, A landlady in a boarding house near a certain law 
school said that Anna stayed with her friend H.W. and made appointments 
with the law students until H.W.'s parents came for her and she went away 
with them. On May twenty-seventh G.V. was arrested, and he was later held 
over for the Grand Jury. On June eighteenth special police officer re- 
ported that G.V. was arrested by the Federal government for conspiracy. On 
_||June seventh G.V. had pleaded not guilty to charge of abuse of female 
child, Anna. On July sixteenth the court urged the father to allow Anna to 
have a tonsil and adenoid operation. 

On October eleventh paternal cousin said that she had 


wanted to take Anna, but father had decided to take her to the House of the 


————————— ee eee 


Good Shepherd for one year, and on October fourteenth she left Temporary 
|| Home of the Society for probation of one year in the House of the Good 
||Shepherd. It was decided especially that Anna not go to paternal cousin 


because her husband had a habit of getting drunk ever so often, and hence 








the situation would be just as bad as in her unsupervised home. 


On November fourteenth R.D. was sentenced to six months 


x of Correction and G.V. House of Correction and G.V. eight months House of Correction for abuse of | months House of Correction for abuse of 
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Zinale child, On October 14, 1925 a maternal aunt asked that Anna be re- 


leased to her home. However Anna's probation was extended till October 13, 
1926 and she was to remain in the House of the Good Shepherd, Father 
wanted Anna released to him and didn't feel able to pay $20 a week to send 
Anna to a Church Academy. Had had to borrow money to pay for T's tuition 


in Boston University for the present year. T.aiming to become a teacher 


and father was very proud of T. Mother was still unimproved and was suffer 


ing from paranoid ideation concerning "Reds" who are coming to control 
country and oppress her, 

On October twenty-fourth maternal aunt's home proved to be 
very confused, Maternal grandmother was much distressed over the fact 
that she had signed away all her property. Maternal aunt was high strung 
and nervous individual and was confused; admitted confused condition and ad- 
mitted finally that her home was not a good place for Anna and that there 
were too many boys around for her good, Thought it wiser to place Anna 


through the Catholic Charitable Bureau where she could earn and have 


j|proper supervision. 


Qn November 2, 1925 Mother Superior believed that Anna 


jmeeded supervision for at least another year. Anna was transferred from 


\|her former work in the laundry. On February 3, 1926 Mother Superior re- 


7 ported that Anna had become a Magdalen out of her own consent and has worn 


|\the black robe. Said that if agent couldn't get support for Anna, the 


\isisters would support her. Anna had made a retreat in the House of the 


‘||Gooa Shepherd and decided never to come out into the world again and in 


} Shepherd for life. On September 1, 1926 father complained that sisters 


\ 

| 

| 

| 

|\four years expected to become a Magdalen and stay at the House of the Good | 
| 
| 





would not allow father to take Anna for needed dental care. Therefore the 
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q week. T. was working in a Boston University office, and in return for 


" 


‘\joffice of the Catholic Charitable Bureau volunteered to supervise Anna, 











supervisor of the SPCC agreed to make the necessary arrangements. On 


September eighth Anna was taken to the Boston Dispensary and found to be 
badly in need of further treatment. The work was completed on September 
thirtieth. On October thirteenth Anna confided in Society's messenger that 
she would have to give up life of Magdalen at the House of the Good Shepher 
because her father wasn't feeling well and father might need her services 
in the world. (Interesting to know what Freud and his colleagues would say 
about this ..er, rationalization?). On January 28, 1927 father was sent to 
office by probation officer concerning advancing case to February second 

to get Anna released, William, Mary, and Edmund were now keeping house in 
outlying part of Boston. Father had a serious accident on a U.S.Shipping 
Board ship and was receiving $16 a week compensation. Family was living 

in an old nine room house at thirty dollars a month and if Anna were re=- 
leased the boys were willing to support her. Mary also wanted Anna re- 
leased, William was now working as a longshoreman at $30 to $40 per week, 


Edmund was employed by a ship contractor and was making about $20 to $25 a 


services was given her tuition free. Was attending evening classes and 


hoped to graduate in June. Father secured a promise for a job for Anna as 


an expert laundress in 2 nearby laundry. Anna was released on February 


second on recommendation of her probation officer. An agent of the local 


All went well till Anna had married and had had two chil- 


iid en when she became enamoured of a friend and had immoral relations with 


|lhim, Her husband told her to leave the home and on 1-23-34 she was up on @ 


NY 





-|iLewa and lascivious charge end given one year in jail from which she appealed 


On 4-2-34 she was up on a lewd and lascivious charge and she was given one 
LS 
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Tcar on Se to the House of the Good Seige, 
Anna's probation officer reported to the writer that Anna 
had relations with a friend and was forced to leave her husband and two 
children whom she really loved. Was placed in the House of the Good 
Shepherd for one year but has since left and gone to her father's home, 
Wants to be taken back by her husband. Probation officer thinks that Anna 
is mentally normal and explains her present moral aberration by saying that 


it was due to fear of man who by his influence forced her into immoral 


relations. Desired that writer keep out of situation because it was at 
such a critical point at present. Probation officer believes that recon- 
ciliation will be finally brought about and that all will be well. This 
| case is another clear cut illustration of the way in which the removal from 
| home method is used to protect children whose environment is inadequate and 
| harmful to their development and interests, and to their functioning in 
| later life as useful citizens. Even Anna's last escapade was reacted to by 
her in a more sober mood because of the type of treatment earlier received 
jjand she will probably calm down soon as the last traces of adolescence 


’ anish, 


| 
| 
i 
[Case XIV. BN.FAMILY | 
Ellen- ten years and nine months. 

| 


Ellen's father deserted and she was left in the care of her | 


other who was very intemperate at the time of referral and even immoral. 


occupy the same bed as she and her paramours slept in. The parents in this 





| she was so depraved at this period of her life that she allowed Ellen to 
j 


ase were Lithuanian and the father was Greek Catholic. However the mother 


; 
2 Roman Catholic and later on Ellen was taken to the latter church:; Mother 
|| 
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| was 2 Wexie tnickesr and was earning fifty. dollars a week, 


; 


On January 19, 1924 probation officer reported that mother 
was in on two charges, one for exposing and keeping liquor and one for 
selling it. Police officer asked Society to investigate case in order to 
determine whether there was moral neglect of the little girl Ellen. On 
January twenty-second mother moved from apartment where she had been re- 
siding. She had had whiskey there and many men callers who drank with her. 
At times there were as many as twenty men at one time. When mother was 
drunk Ellen would truant from school. Ellen was dirty and got little to 
eat. 

From January twenty-fourth to February twenty-third mother 
disappeared. On latter date mother gave new address and mother was arreste 
for drunkenness. Mother was now with an Italian family. Mother had had a 


quarrel with the man with whom she lived over some furniture and had there- 


eo S.C 


fore left for her new apartment. Woman in new home to look after Ellen in 





case mother will go to jail. Ellen at first denied identity when seen, 
| Pather deserted number of years ago and Ellen didn't remember him. Ellen 


|| Was now in the fourth grade. Neighbors reported that mother was drinking 


| 


4 
{ 
, 


\|willing to testify that she had slept with several different men on differ- 


a great deal and that many men came to see her. Man with whom she formerly 





lived said that she had not paid him for furniture, Lived at his home for 


four weeks and never paid him a cent. Said he never slept with her, but 


ent nights and that Ellen stayed in same room with mother and men companions 
Mother heavy drinker and often drunk. On February twenty-sixth mother's 
Case was heard. Mother's attorney said that father had been cruel to her 


|e 
||uc 
| 
| 
‘| 


and that he was responsible for the bad conditions in the home and that he 


a 


I 
= & hard drinker, Mother now had permanent quarters and willing to 
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‘|| improve situation. Mother was given a suspended sentence and put on pro- 

AD pation till August twenty-seventh, Mother had a good job and was making 

|| $50 a week. Mother still didn't know where father was and didn't have her 

, furniture, so couldn't move into new quarters, Judge told her to take her 
own and that on March fifth he would decide about rest of furniture. 

On March seventh landlady reported that mother hadn't 
moved as yet. Mother came the other day and paid a month's rent saying 
that she would soon move in. On March twenty-second mother was home ill, 
Ellen was attending school regularly. Mother lost her furniture because 
Mr. P brought witnesses to prove that she hadn't paid for it. The home was 

clean though bare. Mother and Ellen were clean, On May fifth mother was 

drunk and didn't care if Ellen were removed. Mother lost thirty dollars 
this morning and said that she didn't have to work since she had lots of 
| money. Mother owned house in suburb of E..... Ellen said that mother 


|| treated her well and didn't know that mother was drinking. Mother quar- 


| relled with neighbor over thirty dollars she had lost. Home was clean. 





| Mother didn't allow agent into bedroom. Mother was in her bare feet. There 


||) was no meal ready for Ellen. Gave Ellen money to buy her lunch, Landlady 


|| reported that many men visit mother and there is much fighting. Mother had 






‘|/male boarder with whom she slept. Ellen also sleeps in same bed. Land- 


min 
| lady's daughter reported that mother was cruel to Ellen according to latter 
| own statement. Landlady's son picked up mother's bank book and saw that 

|| she has $500 in this one bank at least. On May sixth mother's house was 
1 


‘raided and boarder was found on floor. On May twenty-first home was raided 


vat 4 a.m. and police found mother, boarder and Ellen in bed. Ellen was 


| teken to the Chardon Street Temporary Home. Mother and boarder were found 
|| 


Se 


guilty of fornication and were sentenced to one month in House of Correctio 
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On July twenty-second an attorney said that some fine 





where Ellen was sent on May thirty-first. On May 22, 1926 Mr. D of the 


> 


HDCC reported that mother stole Ellen from foster home, and that mother 






couldn't be located. On April 9, 1927 an attorney approached agent and re=- 
ported the mother was working for a packing company and was leading a very 
good life. Wanted to keep child. On 3-10-27 HDCC located Ellen in school 
she attended and removed her to the HDCC. Child was attending school fairl 
regularly and was well clothed. Home was fairly well furnished but there 
were three or four men boarding in home, Mother still owned double house 
in town of E.... On April twenty-first police officers reported no derelic- 
tion on mother's part. Home in fairly good condition. Four rooms at 
sixteen dollars a month. Three bedrooms in good condition. Mother working 
in packing company at fifteen dollars and thirty-six cents a week, Working 
in same place for four years and admitted stealing child. Property owned 
valued at $4500 and mother owes $2200 mortgage. Also has five hundred 
dollar savings account. Ellen was returned to mother and after probationary 
period case was filed on May 19, 1928. 

On July 12, 1932 probation officer reported that Ellen was 
|| pregnant and put out of house by mother. Ellen unable to give evidence 


|;sufficient to determine putative father. On July 25, 1934 Boston City 


; 
Lithuanian folk would like to have Ellen and he was referred to the HDCC 
5 . 
. 
, 
. 
||Hospital social service reported that Ellen gave birth to second illegiti-~ ! 
! 


mate child. On September 18, 1934 mother was in office to get guidance as 


| adjudication of paternity and how support could be obteined.from oe 


—aaee = 


father of Rose, first illegitimate child, In September Boston City Hospi- 
tal social service reported Ellen admitted to hospital in July and gave 


|jeirtn to baby girl. On July twenty-third father named E.L. and forty years 
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old, a cook at a club, was interviewed and he and mother were seen sep- 





arately. E.L claimed that he wasn't the father and refused to support. | 


Maternal grandmother refused to take the mother and child home, and planned | 


to send Ellen to Tewksbury, but later relented. Maternal stepgrandfather, 
Mr. D agreed to assume responsibility for care of mother and baby. They 
were therefore discharged to him. Social Worker of the hospital visited the 


q home and heard that Ellen was seeing father of first illegitimate child. 


Worker was also suspicious of relationship between stepfather and Ellen. 
| Worker of the Division of Aid and Relief of the State 
Department of Public Welfare reports that mother(Ellen) is disagreeable and 
|/aifficult to work with. Has a M.A. of eleven years and an 1.Q. of 68. At 
pirth of first child, she succeeded in persuading worker that she didn't 
know putative father, nor where he might be. Said that putative father was 


not the one being sought. Putative father made better impression than 


—— - = 


mother and was truthful. Division of Aid and Relief refused to prosecute 


him on mother's word. Mother removed from Tewksbury against advice. Mater- 


nal grandmother, a former drinking woman, has improved her way of life, 
Home clean and agreed to care for Ellen and child, whenever she was dis- 


charged. Mother recently asked for assistance at the Division of Aid and 











Relief in securing the adjudication of paternity of the second child. Had 
been to mother's probation officer for the same purpose. Worker advised 
\iher to go to the E.... police if she thought that she had sufficient evi- 
idence to secure warrant for man's arrest. Worker is convinced that mother 
{ doesn't know who is the putative father and who is responsible. Ellen in 
her opinion is irresponsible and belongs in Bridgewater. Ellen recently 
applied to the E.... OPW for aid. Worker advised against this. Mother 


jjassured worker that she was willing to care for mother and children and 
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urged her not to send mother to an institution. There is no physical 
neglect of the children and to secure an admission of adjudication of 


paternity of either child is probably futile. 


The writer visited the home and mother reported that 

| 

Ellen's second child died on October 4, 1934, Ellen was not working, and | 
was looking for work in shoe factory. Sophie, Ellen's first child is two 


and a half years old and is supported by maternal stepgrandfather who loves 


her very much, Latter works for the ERA. Neither of the grandparents want 
to give up the child. Maternal grandmother wanted to prosecute putative 
father but this was decided to be impossible in a conference between writer 


and supervisor of Boston office of the SPCC. Writer urged mother to educate 


Ellen to keep out of trouble. Ellen left preceding January and never re- 


turned till August 1934 and mother didn't know where she had been or that 
she had another child. Mother promised all cooperation. Helen apparently 
is quite irresponsible and there is a possibility that if her delinquencies 


do not cease she may yet have to be institutionalized. Home was warm and 


jjin good condition. Mother married again to man with whom she lived pre- 
\)viously. Grandparents are plenning to send Sophie to Parochial School. 


||Latter is a very sweet child though not very healthy looking. 


Here we have a case of intemperance and merital unhappiness 


jjending in desertion by the father and immorality of the mother. In the 


|imidst of this very poor environment we have a dull young girl growing up 








j}and despite removal from home we find that the Society has a very hard time 


j enforcing the removal because of mother's continued lack of cooperation and 


we soon find that mother has abducted and hidden the child away. As the 


‘||result of this poor environment and limited intelligence we get a young 


women without any real sense of moral living or morel standards and in two 
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years time she has two illegitimate children. Who knows how many more she 


| 
will have before being institutionalized since the mother admitted to the | 
writer that she could no longer control Ellen. Ellen probably needs in- 
stitutionalization for educational purposes and if it is found that she 
cannot be socialized she probably should be permanently institutionalized 
since she is a menace to society as a means of propagating illegitimate 
children without end and as a carrier of disease if she should ever be in- 
fected through her wide range of relationships with men. This case was 
successful in so far as it relieved the immediate situation, but too mech 
harm was probably done by this child's environment before and after the 
Society's treatment program for it to be of any lasting service. Further- 


more the mother's shrewdness before the requirements of the law also made 


it very difficult for the Society to carry out as much treatment as might 
have been instituted to reeducate this unfortunate little girl who was both 
innately endowed with weak intelligence and added to that incapacity had 


the burden to bear of developing in an inadequate and immoral environment. 


Case XV. I.FAMILY 

ida- fifteen years and six months; Flavius- fourteen years; Edwigia- 
twelve years and nine months; Grollo~ ten years and three months; 
Rotello- eight years and nine months; Alesio- seven years and two 
months. 





The parents of these children quarrelled continually over 
| the matter of adjusting their sex relations. Mother refused to have any 
more children and she and father quarrelled incessantly since father in- 
sisted on having normal relations of married life, Finally mother took in 
||men boarders to protect herself from father, since she was living in con- 


stant fear of another pregnancy. Father soon left home. In this Italian 
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a 
family we see the tragedy of uncontrolled breeding and its consequent un- 
| happiness for both parents. Strangely enough this family happened to be | 
Protestant by religion. | 
The father was working as a repair man for the Edison 
Compeny and was earning over $32 a week. Both parents were born in Itely 
and had a foreign background, and were very slightly Americanized. On 
April 18, 1924 a worker of the Family Welfare Society reported that the 
conditions in the home were immoral. Mother refused to let boarders leave 
home. Doesn't want father to return. There were at the time about twelve 
people sleeping in the home on three beds, There were six children, the 
mother, and three male boarders in the home. Besides there was also a 
woman and her illegitimate child in the home. Father was a steady working- 
man and was earning between thirty-two and forty dollars per week. Mother 
reported that she slept with woman in one bed. All the children slept in 
another bed, and all the men boarders in the third bed. The worker regarded 
this report as being untrue and a misstatement. Mother applied to the 
Family Welfare Society as soon as father deserted, Family came to the 
\|/United States in 1907 and to Massachusetts in 1917. Father was working in 
} the mill city of L.... October 1923 parents moved to Boston. Ida couldn't 
q get work and therefore works at the Sailor's Baptist Bethel Church and goes 
to continuation school. L.M. is mother's star boarder and attended the 
|\Mission Church with the family in city of L.... when father offered him 
lodging in their home. LL.M. is much younger than mother, but nevertheless 


jan infatuation has sprung up between them and this has caused much trouble 


| 


|\family would probably be broken up if L.M. doesn't leave home. Family was _ 


| 


in the family. Mother told the minister that she would rather give up 


children than L.M. Minister had conference with the family and said that 
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Powe ae city Mission of the city of L.... and father had a good reputa 
tion. L.WM. induced family to come to Boston. Mother wanted L.M. to marry ! 
Ida but neither of them would consent to this. Father told City Mission | 
of L. that he would leave the home if father would pay him $400 which he 
claims he contributed to the support of the family, Father claimed that 
this was untrue. Maternal aunt in L... said that father lived with them | 
off and on and that L.M. was never strong on paying his board, However uel 
frequently bought things for the house and assumed responsibility of the 
family. Mother did whatever L.M. desired, waited on him, and went out with 
\ihim, Father was willing to return if L.M. would move. Worker of the | 
Family Welfare Society reported that Ida was now working for the Cooperative: 
Work Room for the past two weeks and that she was having little supervision. 
The Family Welfare Society(FWS) and the Baptist Church were thinking of 
placing her in a boarding home. Father is a negative personality and is a 
steady worker and fond of children. During the past year he hasn't support- 
ed mother but has clothed children. At one time mother continued to pro- 
vide for the home for two months when father was out of work, Father 
didn't ask where mother got the money and said he was waiting for her to 


tell him. L.M. is supposed to have loaned mother $500 and is claiming this 


money now. 


3 ee 


Mother said that she was willing to have father return and 
live with him without having relations with him. She agreed to put out all 
jboarders except L.M. Father refused this offer. Mother acted very emo- 
tionally at times and deities says she is ready to give up children, and 
at other times not ready to do so. Worker of the FWS warned mother that 


the SPCC was coming in on the case and thought that mother was amoral rather | 


ES Se ee ee ey 


than immoral. There is no proof of mother having intercourse with lodgers, 
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| Flavius bobextea Vhattes Labe wba hich bin? TM, 794 obtain father 
lived with them mother would become alarmed if L.M. didn't return by mid- | 
night. Often she forced father to go out with her to search for latter. | 
On May 1, 1924 agent reported mother to be a pleasant 
woman, Mother reported that father was supporting irregularly and that 
when out of work lets mother pay the bills and has had to keep lodgers to 
meet her expenses. Two of the lodgers were now paying $7 a month each. 
L.M. was paying no board but was buying the household food supply. L.M. 
gave her $250 once when father was out of work for three months and has 


Since helped to provide food, Father became jealous and refused to work 


in order to be able to watch mother more closely. Said that she would 
rather keep L.M. than have father return, since latter made her life 
miserable and nagged continuously. Mother cried as she described her hard- 
ships and saw tothing wrong in the fact that she kept men boarders, Agent 
asked mother to have boys move into the room next to hers and that lodgers 
‘|/move into the second room from hers. Mother agreed to this arrangement. 
Woman living with mother was pale and unpleasant looking woman. Spoke little 
English and was living with mother for the past two months, Said that her 
|ihusband and two children had returned to Italy in August of 1923, but that 

| she herself had remained of her own volition with mother, Didn't pay 
|board but did housework for mother. On May sixth father could give no 
jadequate evidence of mother's guilt to worker of the FWS. In conference at 
‘||the FWS office father, mother, and L.M. were present. Father told agent 

of one suspicious incident before the others arrived for the conference, 
|The conference resulted in the following decision: L.M. was to leave by 
Haury first and father, who was making $35 a week, was to reimburse L.M. to 


||the amount of $300 in small sums. Father was to pay $35 to $50 by June 
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| cirst. LM. was to aes a EE Ripe ‘tame to see fea Gerben ‘auiceacad one 
his word. Other boarders were also to be dismissed and father was to live 
with mother and children from June first and on. Mother however made it 
plain that she refused to have marriage relations with father. The parents 


ere informed that the FWS and the MSPCC would not see the children neglect= 


ed without bringing action. Worker of FWS was of the opinion that L.M. was | 


| 


more of a man than the father was. On June fifth it was reported that 
father had given mother $25 each week but hadn't lived with her as yet 
since L.M. was still there. Father was unable to pay L.M. $50. There was 
@ possibility of Ida being placed with maternal uncle in New Jersey,Worker 
of the FWS reported that Ida had broken down and cried at her work over 
the home situation. Worker felt that father was insincere since he real- 
ized that even if he should return the solution would not be @ happy one 
for him. Worker therefore felt that two or three of the younger children 
should be placed out. 

On June sixth mother and woman were at home. Mother said 


that she preferred to have L.M. stay with her until father paid him the $50 






| 
: 


| 
Il nim. Mother resented this statement very bitterly. Agent warned her that 


that he had promised to repay. Father said to her then when he would re- 


turn he would be the boss and she would have to have intimate relations with 


children might have to be removed if conditions were not remedied somehow, 


I 
| 
|| 
a was advised to confer with the FWS worker, if father mistreated her. 


|| Worker was pessimistic about outcome of the entire plan and thought that 


| 

i 

|] at should be carried out mainly to get further evidence. 
| 

On June eleventh worker reported that mother was at office 


jjand said that children were now of the greatest importance to her and that 


| 


|| She would dismiss boarders. Mother was willing to have Ida go to maternal 
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| uncle Shia a ee eakae Sl a at eas was pleasant Seat ; 
insist on this and mother told that ten days was sufficient time for L.M.to 
find himself a new place of residence. Agent promised that he and worker 
of the FWS would see to it that mother received a fair deal. On June 
twenty-seventh boarders were still with mother and father refused to give 
further support while boarders remain in the home, Ida was soon to go to 
her maternal uncle in New Jersey. On July fourteenth Ida still had not 
left and mother gave an absurd excuse saying that Ida could not go until 


her father had bought her a new outfit of clothing even though her present 


jjoutfit was quite sufficient, On July twenty-first the Cooperative Work Room), 


complained that Ida had to be paid daily since mother was paying more 
attention to L.M. than to children. Complaint was made in court. On July 
twenty-fifth all the children were removed, On July twenty-sixth mother 
was very much provoked with father and threatened to murder him. Mother 


said that landlord refused to rent boarder's rooms in same house because 


scr errr 


| 
: father to sign a four hundred dollar note to L.M. Agent was unwilling to 
FWS worker had explained situation to him. Children were returned pending 
_|itime that boarders were out of home. On July twenty-cighth mother com- 
|}plained of father's sex habits and said that she kept L.M. to protect self 
from father. Mother telephoned maternal uncle in New Jersey and reported 
that Ida had landed there safely. Edwigia also wanted to leave and mother 
|jWas agreeable to this plan. On August twenty-first it was reported that 
F mother and family were living by themselves, Mother was visiting L.M. who 


lived a few doors away. Father was working regularly. Family have been 







|lwithout money two times recently, and father agreed that mother should 
‘\jborrow from L.M. Home situation was again bad and parents were still not 


3 compatible. Mother was willing to place Children. Mother wanted to marry 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: 
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L.M. but he didn't want to do so as she was too old for him. L.M. was how- | 
ever willing to live with her. Ida was happily placed with maternal uncle. 
On September ninth Flavius returned to the eighth grade, 


but wanted to go to work, saying that mother needed the money. Home situan 
tion was still unsatisfactory and parents were continually wrangling and | 
almost coming to blows. Both were casting slurs on each other. During ) 
past month father was earning about $24 a week. This was not enough to | 
support the family as the rent alone was $33 a month. Father continually | 
allowed mother to borrow money from L.M. Afterwards he always threw this up! 
to her as if he was not at all to blame in the matter. L.M. was giving | 
mother extra food and she went to see him very often. Mother was also 
cleaning his room. Father was of course furiously jealous over the whole 
matter. Parents were now planning to separate and both wanted the custody 


of the children. Mother wanted four younger children and was willing to 


have Flavius go with father. Mother wanted to go to work. Mother would 


——— — 


expect some support from father. SPCC to step in if either would be immora 
In a word, the family seemed unable to coalesce and was a bad environment 
\\for the young children in the home, 

On September twenty-fifth family were reported to be happy 
jjand father was now friendly with L.M. Mother reported that father did not 

| want a divorce. Said that L.M. might visit if she would live in same room 
jjwith father. Mother again wanted to take in lodgers, On October twentiett 
\mother was cheerful. Home was clean and there was food cooking in the 
\ikitchen. Parents were getting along better. L.M. took his dinner with the 
j\ifamily regularly. Father was agreeable to arrangements. Flavius and the 


other children were now in school. Mother wanted to work as a cook in order 
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On April 23, 1925 agent in new four room apartment home re- 
ported that home was clean and in excellent order. Edwigia and mother and 
F: Alesio were sleeping in one bed. Father slept in another bed in the aie 
room with Grollo and Rotello. Flavius was sleeping with lodgers in adjoin- 
ane room and another slept on a cot. L.M. was agin in the home, Father 
\jcouldn't repay his debt to the latter and thus L.M. was paying no board. 
lotner lodger was paying eight dollars a month. Mother still refused to 
| 





lationships. LL.M. spoke to father about the matter and father never took it 


jseriously. LL.M. said that he stayed in home to protect mother from abuse by 
father. Also helped to feed children. Agent however told L.M. that he 
ould have to leave home. On May first FWS worker reported that police in 


\fhome must have scared mother since she was now more law-abiding. On June 


ot father reported that he was now a night watchman for the same company 


| 
\for which he had been working. Father was earning forty dollars a week, 
{ 
|Family were now self-supporting. After this job is completed he will return 


|to his former work at thirty-two dollars a week, which was not enough to 








lsupport family comfortably. Father said that he now trusted L.M. and had 
| orgiven him. Said that he permitted him to return to the home. Maternal 
jeunt from city of L..... visited and mother said that she would like to re- 
| on to L.... to escape the shame connected with going to court.(Interesting 
at this point to emphasize the fact that the removal technique is especially 
lerrective with families who have standards and consider it a humiliation to 


be hailed before the courts.) Mother refused to allow Edwigia to go on 








! 
| 
! 
| 
| 
Ihave normal relations with husband and said she wanted to have perverted r 


vacation to New Jersey because Ida had not written to her for a long while. 


WS worker reported that L.M. was ill and that mother had herbs for him. 


Maternal grandfather was a powerful city magistrate in Italy and had an 
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7 as well as RIE rabies Worker wondered whether this 
‘|| fect might have some bearing on mother's behavior. | 
On June twenty-seventh worker reported that L.M. was still | 
visiting home. On September eleventh Ida was reported as being rather un- | 
ruly, but maternal uncle was training and educating her according to his | 
means. On December sixteenth mother was efraid to go to the hospital for 
: jneeded x-ray lest she have to have an operation. Family was all right 

financielly and father was behaving. Hadn't seen L.M. for some time though | 
he still was in neighborhood. Edwigia was in the seventh grade. House “i 
in fine shape and FWS worker will try to have mother examined, 
. On April 24, 1926 worker reported that father left home. 
|\Unable to support family and father allowed lodger in home. Then parents 
quarrelled and both father and lodger left. On May first worker reported 
that father was not supporting family though earning $31 a week on railroad. 
Bpether had borrowed money from friend and Flavius was earning sixteen 

ome a week and gave twelve to mother, Edwigia left school but was not 


ieekinc. On June eleventh worker reported that children changed around in 





+ of L..... after court ordered Grollo, Rotello, and Alesio to home of 


jMaternal uncle in L.... on May fourteenth. Worker wanted to bring non- 











||support charge against father. On July sixteenth children were brought home 
||from Le...s without court order and Edwigia looked pale. On August twenty- 
seventh mother ready to do anything to have children returned who were now 
boarded in town of W.... at $10 a week, Father wanted to live with mother 
\jse she would be more agreeable. Children were returned in September. 

| | On March 4, 1927 father said that he was a laborer and had 


o regular work. Flavius was also unemployed. Ida was attending the 


aptist Bible Institute in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Because of mother's 
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|| illness Edwigia had home permit and attended continuation school a half day 
leach week, Father reported that L.M. was neither wanted nor did he come to 
$ home. Home was well kept and consisted of four rooms. Rotello and Grollo 
jwere doing well in school and were clean and well-clothed. On May twenty- 
; seventh father was working as a laborer. Flavius was working in a store 
jjand was paying mother ten dollars a week, Edwigia was still not working. 

} L.M. didn't visit mother nor did she see him, Mother didn't know where he 
' was. On August eighteenth father was working near W.... Ida returned home 
on vacation August sixth. Finished three year preliminary course at the 


Institute in place of high school. Had scholarship for office work and 


| 
| 
) 
kitchen work to pay her expenses and she was to return to the Institute in | 
September. Wanted to be a missionary worker, Father was now reported to | 
be lazy and working irregularly. Didn't earn enough to support his family | 
and mother still had to borrow money to support family. Father was earning | 
\|\thirty-two dollars a week as a laborer. Father did not know whereabouts of | 
LL.M. Neither Edwigia nor Flavius were working. Edwigia was still — 


‘jjcontinueation school. Ida was excellent appearing girl. Ida was now working, 


\0n November fifteenth father was working except when it rained. Flavius was 


On February 11, 1928 Ida was reported not to have returned 








| 

| orking irregularly in furniture stores. 

) 

|" o the Institute as she had expected. Not working because of illness. 
i} 
|| 


amily moved to suburb. Father was working on buildings in various places. 
|Bdwigia was not working. L.M. didn't come to home anymore, Ida believed 


|[that mother had nothing to do with L.M. Ida asked for work as an inter- 


1 
“y 


jpreter of Italian and French. Family were living in seven room apartment at 


| hirty-eight dollars a month. On October 8, 1928 attorney reported that 


\father was away from home for past three months, L.M. was again living with 
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|| mother in home, Didn't know whether Ida was at home or not. Flevius was 
{ 




























home or prosecution would follow. On October thirtieth father celled and 


reported the same. Father was working in Q.... as day laborer and earning 


| 
between thirty-two and thirty-five dollars per week. Flavius was driving a 
truck for a furniture company. Edwigia was working out. All of children | 
called to see him and he gave them money from time to time. Father wanted | 
to get divorce and custody of children. Didn't give anything to mother. | 


Thinks he could support children. Ida would probably prefer to stay with 





married and was living with father. L.M. was warned by letter to leave the 
mother. L.M. returned to home in April of 1927. L.M. is about thirty-seven 
years old and is a bachelor. Father could furnish no evidence of immorality 
between mother and L.M. On November sixteenth Flavius’ wife reported that 
latter worked in L.... and returned late evenings. Ida was reported to be 
living in New York. On November twenty-sixth mother was living in new 
apartment. Ida only went on visit to New York and was running a sewing 
machine in a factory in N.... Edwigia was working for last two months. 
Three youngest boys were in school. Ida and boys were attending a Presby- 
Pierien Church. L.M. was not living in home and just visited. On December 
|sixth the minister of the latter church reported that he was trying to bring 
about reconciliation between parents. Ida was engaged to a childhood friend 
| as delaying marriage to help support family. Young man was an assistant 
astor of a church in New York. Ida was working piece work at twenty to 
hirty dollars a week, Ida is a fine girl and sings and teaches a class in 
jjeburch Sunday School. Father, Flavius and the latter's wife were attending 
‘|/an Italian Methodist Church. Mother invited L.M. to dinner on Easter 
ie, After drinking some wine father became excited and made accusations 


» 


|jabout L.M. and said he didn't want latter in home. Father therewith left 
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had not contributed more than sixty-four dollars 


1 
|| 


1 
\Inome, and since April 


























towards support of family. Both father's pastor and children's pastor have 


tried to bring about a reconciliation. Father will not support children 






unless he can live at home with mother. Mother was willing on condition 
that there be no marital reletions, L.M. was willing to leave the state if 
father would pay him one hundred dollars. On January 17, 1929 father said 
|that L.M. was in home when he left. Ministers were still trying to reconcil 
parents when case was finally closed. 

Since 1927 the FWS has had no contact with the family. Also 
the family has not contacted the OPW for aid, In 1931 Grollo was a runaway 
ito Hartford, Conn. and was sent back home, Said that parents had turned 


him out. L.M. came to call for Grollo at the Travellers Aid Society. Grollo 


was interested in music. Had been on way to New York to look for work. 
Father had deserted and was supposed to be in Detroit. Father's last record 
is 4-8-29 neglect of wife and minor children. Only other in family that 

has record is Grollo 7-27-31, larceny common carrier, probation to 1-27-32 
dismissed; 4-28-32, gaming, filed. The Catholic Charitable Bureau reports 
that Grollo threatened to commit suicide in July 1932, if he didn't get a 
job. Mother was attending Methodist Church, and all the rest of children 
‘\jwere attending Protestant Church except Grollo who was a Catholic. Said 
that mother was against him for being a Catholic, Had been driving a 


jtruck and was laid off. Boy was recommended to the Industrial Aid Society, 


\ 
i 


Boy found job delivering telephone books. 


t 
The family is apparently self-supporting at present and 


qT] 


| here have been no further contacts with any social agencies and no further 


jjease did definitely improve the condition of the children by making it clear 
i) oe ( 


omplaints or records for anyone in the family. The Society's work in this 
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‘|| that Soci 
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| children without prosecution and punishment. However nothing was done for 
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a ata FOSS Fina Se aed lier. be see 
| the solution of the relationships between the parents. It probably was a 

| job for a psychiatrist anyway and since the parents were very uncooperative 
nothing much could be done for them. The relationship between the parents 
ended quite naturally, in permanent separation. They were too uncongenial 
end unsetisfying to each other to be able to really improve the situation. 
The father was very insistent in his demands on the mother and since the 

| mother was frigid, largely through fear of further pregnancy there was no 
solution of this problem except separation of parents until they could, if 
ever, adjust the question of their marital relationships. Here we have a 
clear cut example of family failure because of inadequate education for 
|mormal sex life and inability of one partner to satisfy the excessive sex 
jdemands of the other, because of frigidity and fear of more pregnancies, 


Parents might well have benefited by a little birth control education. 





| 
‘|\Case XVI. MK.FAMILY 
Joseph- fourteen years and two months; Antony- thirteen years; Stanley- 
nine years and eight months; Stasia(Stella)- eight years and 
eleven months; Helen- seven years and four months; Josephine- 
four years; Genevieve- one year and one month. 


In this case we have the problem of a feeble-minded mother 


|| 
. 
| 


ho was not prevented from having children, or at least such a large family 


—— 


) 


jas she had even though she was incapable of bringing them up under salutary 


ip 
jland mother were both Polish by birth and Roman Catholic by religion. Father 
|lat the time of referral was working as a tailor's presser at twenty-five 


|| 


dollars per week, 


ia 
\ 


|jcontrol, and with the opportunity to develop the best in them. The father | 
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On September 29, 1923 a worker from one of the Catholic 
Charities made a complaint for the priest in the neighborhood about possi- 
}bility of father harming boys in neighborhood sexually. No evidence was 
found to sustain this complaint. On October twenty-fourth mother was un- 
l cooperative end hostile. Home was filthy and disorderly. On October 
thirty-first interpreter for mother reported her as being very unhappy. 
Father was going around with another woman. Mother would not have medical 
care for the children. Stella was receiving treatments at home, and baby 
had running ears but nothing was done to relieve this condition. Baby was 
also undernourished and home conditions were very bad. On November sixth 


the Psychopathic Hospital reported that mother was suspicious of fether and 


mother had been admitted to the hospital in an excited state, and believed 


she was being pursued, and that people were trying to kill her. Committed 
as found to be feeble-minded and had a Mental Age of six years and six 


as cured of impetigo and was back at school. Baby was still untreated. On 
|Movember fifteenth the agent called at the home with an interpreter and 
mother was more friendly. Jealous of woman downstairs and believed that 

ihe was making advances to father, Father hadn't supported for two weeks. 
|x 12-6-23 the neighboring police captain reported that all seven children 
jhn the family were being neglected. Father was in a peculiar state of mind 
jend tried to commit suicide last night by turning on the gas and in the 


| 


ndlord had reported that mother hit father with a stick with nails in it 


and accuseé him of relations with insurance for her. Mother refused to 


accuses him of immoral relations with the wife of a friend. On May 28, 1923 


to the hospital for ten day observation period when excitement cleared, She 


months. On November ninth it was reported by the district murse thet Stella 


|morning by jumping into the Charles River Basin. Both attempts were foiled. 


{ 
| 
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|| move into a different or better edits teeohe because she would then 


| have to keep house and children clean. Father was now earning on an average 
of $31 a week. 

Agent visited home and mother reported that she couldn't 
take children to the clinic because trouble had come to her, Father had 
tried to commit suicide. Police reported that father was going to go to 
home of maternal cousin. This latter cousin said that father has objected 
| to every pregnancy after the third one. Used to drink a lot but had re- 

| cently improved, Father said it would have been best if he had died. 


Couldn't stand mother's nagging any longer. Children had not been chris~ 


tened because of father's objections, 

On December seventh a maternal aunt agreed to take mother 
to her home on vacation if children could be placed. Maternal aunt blamed 
trouble on father. Mother afraid of father and understands her abnormality. 
Catholic Charitable Bureau agreed to take the children. The Department of 
Mental Diseases refused to admit mother to school for the feeble~minded but 


said that they would furnish community supervision. Maternal cousins began 


to complain that they couldn't keep father much longer because of lack of 
jroom. On December eleventh home situation was as bad as ever. Mother re- 


‘|\|\fused to accept plan for her vacation. Mother said that she wanted relief 


- woman to help with housework. Mother wanted father to support through 
\the Society. Mother wouldn't allow father to return home. Father was will- 
Mang to support mother. On December fifteenth it was reported that children 
Haas been christened, When father told mother that he was only making $27 


\j@ week and that he would pay through Society, mother threatened to use 


| 


jfor mother's admittance to Waverley. Mother was later cordial to agent when 
nantes retin agatha Be Ati eta scl tet andi in deena enn LAL 


|broom on agent. Father was now at home. Father agreed to sign application 
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||ratter left Christmas gifts for children. The Catholic Charitable Bureau 


lagreed to furnish a new set of clothing for the children. 

Father came to the office on January 3, 1924 and said that 
mother had been taken to doctor by maternal aunt and was reported to be 
worse. The next day the home was found in disordered condition. However 
there was a good fire and plenty of food in the house, Children's heads 


jwere improved, Baby was wrapped in a blanket and some dirty clothing. 


to take children to the clinic. Father and mother were not on speaking 
iterms. On January eleventh father was nervous and excited. Father and 
mother had quarrelled and latter threw milk bottle at him which had barely 


\ 
if 
= lost clothing sent by the Catholic Charitable Bureau(CCB). Refused 
oa him. They had been quarrelling over money matters. Mother took 


jdren who were troubled by them. Father complained that Stanley was out at 


all hours and that mother didn't allow him to discipline latter. Father 


couldn't stand mother any longer and asked that children be placed and he | 
-||would support them. Judge persuaded father to wait a week before making com - 


|plaint of neglect. On January fifteenth children were doing well in school, 


‘Phe Department of Mental Diseases promised an investigation of the family 
| 


situation. Agent visited on January seventeenth and found children had 
| 


\bread and bologna sausage for lunch. House was dirty and disorderly. Chil- 
| 
Wid: 


en were fighting.Stanley said he wanted his brother Tony to go with him 


3 | 
* 


Ito "take things", Sled was found in house which didn't belong to them. 
|Stantey truanted from school because he didn't like to study. On Common 
| th other truants. Department of Mental Diseases reported on January 
piehtoonth that nother would bo recomended for Taverley or Trentham School _ 


| 
: 
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‘| as soon as possible. Father now said that he was leaving home. The 


Community Health Nurse refused to go to give family further treatment since 
she had been forcibly ejected by mother. Principal said that Stanley was 

to go to disciplinary school for truancy. Complaint of neglect was made 
against all seven children. Father reported on January twenty-fifth that 
he had left home and gave new address. Mother had chased him out of home. 
Joseph corroborated father's account of quarrel over money. Mother excited 
| because maternal relatives reported that father was going to commit her to 
school for feeble-minded and have children placed out. On January twenty- 
eighth the city alienists refused to sign mother's commitment papers.Didn't 
feel that Waverley was the place for her and that shock might unbalance her 


mentally.(One wonders what was the background of these alienists that made 





them so positive in their opinions.) On Jamuary thirty-first Joseph re- 
ported that there was enough to eat in the home. Principal again reported 


that Stanley would have to go to disciplinary session. Maternal aunt had 













‘\/been aiding mother and could no longer do so. No fuel in house at the 
jipresent and very little to eat, in contrast with Joseph's report. Mother 
jjtook out a warrant of non-support against father. On February first father 


was arrested on this warrant. On February sixth mother still had no aid or 


‘|jsupport. Two bottles of milk, some bread in home, and a little bit of coal, 


\father was ordered to pay at least $7 a week through the probation officer 
| hough no specific finding was made in the case of non-support. On March 


welfth Tony and Stanley were reported as being in some trouble according to 


{On February seventh mother failed to appear in court for the second time and | 


incipal of school who thought boys were brought to the court. Mother how- | 








|referred to the OPW and mother was given $15 by latter but didn't report for 


| 
{ 
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| more when ee gave one of tne ocak $10. On _ aes ihenath, Stanley 
and Tony were brought to the office for causing much trouble around the 

North Station. They were stealing and committing immoral acts. Both men | 
and girls were involved. Five counts of sodomy were preferred against one | 
of the men of the city of M...., but latter was freed when his counsel con- 


fused the boys in giving testimony. In the Juvenile Court boys told stories 





involving many boys. Also a complaint of delinquency(runaway) was made 
against Stanley and Tony. Stanley was now in the Temporary Home of the 
Society. On February sixteenth Tony didn't appear in court and Joseph said 
that latter and Stanley had quarrelled and separated, Tony didn't return 
in time for court. Mother was angry because she received no support from 
the court and blamed the agent. Mother probably hadn't used seven dollar 
check mailed her becsuse she didn't know what it was or what to do with it. 
(Even such facts were not enough in the eyes of the alienists to commit the 
mother where she rightfully belonged.) 

On February fifteenth Stanley reported to the court about 
unnatural acts with an Italian man and how he had brought latter new victims 
each time he went to see him. He reported that he and Tony had been mixed 
p with this man, another man, and some girls in a very complicated sex 
affair that included a large number of other boys as well. On February 
seventeenth police forced mother to allow Tony to go to the Temporary Home 
lias per court order. Tony gave further evidence in court corroborating 
) Stanley's evidence, 

Mother was still having trouble in straightening out the 
|business of receiving the checks from the court on February nineteenth, 
\Pather reported that he was paying regularly and asked about mother's condi- 


ion. Wanted to see Tony and Stanley. Joseph was told to bring mother's 
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sex immoralities with one of the girls involved on same day of trial. 

|| Stanley and Tony were moved from the Temporary Home as this girl and her 
siblings were coming to the home by order of the court. On February twenty- 
first, Tony and Stanley were sent to farm which Judge had for such boys,and 
Dr. Healy reported all glands swollen on boys bodies, and that he thought 
that they were diseased despite negative Wassermann. The railroad police 
now asked for more rapid action on the whole situation since the matter was 
getting very serious. A very large neighboring settlement house was con- 
tacted and they promised to offer supervised recreation for the children 
involved, On February twenty-seventh Dr. Healy and Dr. Bronner of the 
Judge Baker Guidance Centre reported that they had no specific suggestions 
to make. Mother was now less excited, though house was disordered and baby 
was scantily clothed. Mother insisted that she had received no check but 


Helen refuted mother's statement and said that only today had she received 


\$15 from the OPW. On February twenty-eighth all the children in the court 


lease were seen separately and they corroborated each other's statements of 


=~ 


the immorality that had gone on. Three of the boys were found to be delin~ 
quent. Judge asked that Tony and Stanley be given medical examination be- 
fore going to his farm. On February twenty-ninth agent went to the various 


leaders of the community and requested their cooperation in dealing with 


this social problem. 


——————— 


On March twenty-second case of non-support against father 


was dismissed, Mother was living in rooms almost air-tight and mother said 
that she had received no money. OPW reported fifteen dollar allowance to 


nother week before. On April second, the Probation Officer reported that 


i ae ee Se ee ee 


a Er 


———— 


father was behind seven weeks, Father agreed voluntarily to vay ten dollars 1 
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| man who had led the sex affair of all the children was readmitted to the 


one of the State Mentel Hospitals with diagnosis of general paresis. On 


‘|| April twenty-eighth Principal reported that Stella was truanting from school, 
t 


| and blamed it on mother's lack of control. CCB reported on May third that 


Dekey were willing to clean up home and pay expenses and see what would 





|were truanting but that she could do nothing since Joseph hadn't the time 


j}to take them to school each day. House was in disorder and children dirty. 


Air was very stale and close, and home had little food in it. Mother was | 


|happen, Mother reported on May fifth that she knew that Helen and Stella | 
| : 
| 


however happier than ever before. Father reported that he had bought shoes 
for Helen and Stella, but that soon one of the pairs of shoes were gone and 
they continued to truant. Janitor reported on May fourteenth that he 
thought mother was crazy and that she was driving away a good father, 
Mother buys recklessly in his shop and seems to be uncontrolled. Mother 


‘|\jWas using vile language and treats children badly, end neglects home, Neigh- 


RE 


jvors reported same about mother's neglect of home. Mother now refused to 
|| come to court and didn't come till May twenty-third. Helen,Josephine, 
|Stetia, and Genevieve were arraigned before the court. City alienist ad- 
|visea that mother be sent for observation and said he didn't believe she 
en how to care for the children, Another alienist testified to fact that 
4 
| 


mother probably had some mental illness, Neighbor testified to fact that 

| other attacked father and that she used vile and abusive language and 
jlactions. Mother was seen by neighbor running about room laughing and toss- 
jing baby in air and talking to herself at the same time. Children were 
jjalways dirty. Probation Officer reported that father paid support regularly 


|to court even though it is on voluntary basis. Told of fact that home was 
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|| an wretched condition IS didn't fac wes asad ts come to 
irs for her money. The attendance officer reported that the children 
ice truanting with mother's knowledge and that letter had no control over 
‘|jthem., CCB to get new rooms for mother to give her a fresh start. 

On May twenty-eighth CCB agreed to place Stella and Helen. 
Pather was to pay towards their support. Tony and Stanley were placed by 


the St. Vincent de Paul Society. Father only to pay for clothing for boys 





liand not for their board. On September sixteenth probation officer reported | 
thet Tony was home on probation, and that home was in very wretched condi- 
jjtion, Children very much neglected. On September nineteenth mother re- 
sisted police and agents and would not allow them to take children to court. 
On September twenty-fourth probation officer, two agents, and two police 


jofficers succeeded in taking children to court. On November fourth mother 


lwas arrested for striking father and was sent to the Psychopathic Hospital 
jon observation, and later committed to State Hospital. 
On January 29, 1925 father was reported destitute and 


jilonely. On March 24, 1925 Joseph was being boarded by same woman as boarded 





father. Living in sparsely furnished but well kept home. Father had new 
j\job and said that he had visited Stanley's foster home and that Joseph 
idian't want to go there. Joseph has many friends where he is and wouldn't 
| ant to lose them. On March thirtieth mother was reported comfortable and 
| iet in hospital. Doctors recommended stay of mother's commitment. Mother 
Bens begging father to take her home. Antonio was now in a Truancy School 


d father showed letters from latter. Father visited children in the HDCC. 


d helps her a great deal. Is quiet and reads a lot. Joseph insisted on 


Boing to school in Boston rather than change to suburban school near his home, 


| 
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|\Father was working and paying room and board for both. Father fond of 
| 

if 
4 


| Joseph and bought all he could afford for latter. Joseph looked well and 


\inome was clean. Five other children in home besides Joseph. On September 


/Truancy School and both Joseph and Tony were now at home. Father was work- 


i 
| 
Jing as tailor. Other children with HDCC. Father was not paying board as 





)per agreement. Both boys were now working. Father reported that mother was 
loften disturbed. Mother was giving fair care to the children, 


i 


) 







In September of 1927 parents were living in same house, 





Joseph and Antonio were still at home and doing well. Stanley was not doing 
‘||we12 and was placed with the Children's Friend Society in June. Stella was 
jin the HDCC. Helen was allowed to return home 8-13-27 and Josephine 9-24-27, 
In February of 1928 father was reported as sleeping with 
Ithirteen year old daughter and mother was objecting. Antonio was on parole 
|erom the Lyman School. Stella reported in March that father attempted 


\intercourse with both Josephine and herself, Also that he mishandled them. 


| 









\Inad no control over father's behavior, Mother now had a nine week old 


7 | 
1) 


|[baby. Antonio was working at $15 a week, Joseph was also working and con= 
Bee fwitine to the family. Father was out of work all winter. The court 
||therefore ordered surrender warrants for both children. On March thirty- 
llrirst Josephine and Stella were gotten with much difficulty and Josephine 
‘found. it hard to testify in front of father, Father was arrested and put in 
jail and children were taken to the Temporary Home, Society doctor got con- 


| 
$ 
! 
i 
i 
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fession from children that father made them practice perversions. Judge 














tq baot redisi .died tot Based 
ben {few boxcol dgesot .retval 26% peers plied tin’ 
tedmasqo2 x0 .aqeeoG sebived emod ab aetb Lido ‘oto wt 








sedéom ddiw yalvil eaw San bevom bad tedtat tadé 
mort Seeaelor OfaotaA ORR TACy sini teaeia “mont | 

~sxow enw tedia't .smon ta won stew wot ben digeact diod te 
ne Siaod satya ton eaw tevlist -30GE AY Eerie eA bets xodt0 ; 
saw ‘Youton fad} Sodsoqe total eacistrow wou ‘eT8w ayod toe 
,netbitde edt ct eto that anivia aw “edtol 















ite® LD) 





















weenon emee at yalvil stew admexaq SSCL to tedmstqeG at ee 
attod dow eaw yolasd® .Lflow gutob hus enod ts’ {lite erew oinotak ma 
t& ,onvt at yes 208 basitt atasrhlidd edt dtiw Seosi¢g s 


acw cilia 





SSebS-€ ontdaseol Sane VGebL=8 saod minster o8 Seowolls caw aaleH .3C H 






iviw gatqoele sa besr0qer caw tedtat ASL to yiaerdst al a 


sfoxrsg so sow olmodaA .gabtoeldo aaw tedfow San tetdguad Slo 2 





i hatqmedse talset tadt dota wi bevroqes alise®  .fooded a 
id befbmedeim ed Jade oefk . tester Das enidgssct dtod doiw 


ry 
Cae 





tadd See ted déivw enotetevtsa gatottosiq saw Tedset dant palate ri telep | 





sodjoM .einewea thedt seowied eaotialen siitresativ evew tedete t 


ae ig 


ilo doew anit 6 hed wos todtoM , toivaded 2 'radtst teve alll 





~10D Dae gatdrow oats asw dqsact .2eew S ale wa gatshow enw obs 
a 

ae 
tcye9 on? .tedntiw Lis atow To.Jao eae nod¢et  ytiast ented: 


i Less, 


-yitind dotaM sO  ,adthildo Avod tot stmertaw rebasti98 Sesabre 





enidgsscl bas ytiuelttis doom ddiw aesiog erew allese ‘Sas 
ai gor Sas beseorta asw tediat tedaat to taoxt at ee OF: nad 
«foo FoR tofoos yelce® smo yratogmet odd of asia’ © eee fe £8 io 5 a 
a ae sBmOLaRev sod gotiaig mod ber eden sa or! 
















| was disturbed over ~ hb wiete cabo sepantednt On April second the case 





|= dismissed because the children were such poor witnesses, On June 28, 
| 1929 father asked that Genevieve might be returned. Father was now chron- 


| ically ill and it was thought best not to return children since father was 























probably on verge of dying. 
On October 11, 1929 Children's Friend Society reported 
| that they placed Stanley as caddy for the summer, and that he now was home 
| and working for a department store at twelve dollars a week. Judge refused 
\|/to return Josephine and Helen as per request by Joseph. Father was now 
suffering with cancer of the throat, In November it was reported that 
| Joseph was not working. He had finished junior high school, but found it 
hard to get a job as he had no trade. Antonio had had a temporary job at 
_ where Stanley worked, but now worked in shoe factory at seventeen 
|dollars a week which he was giving to father. Stella was now in the 
| Special class. Mother at this time was mentally unbalanced and spoke in 
jconfused manner. Said that father was trying to kill her because he was 
‘|| spraying poison to kill the roaches in the house. Joseph reported that 
_— had been quite ill mentally for past few months, Father was to have 
a tonsillectomy and was having radium treatments but felt no better. 
On February 13, 1930 parents, Josephine, Stella, Tony, and 


Joseph were at home. Father had nasal operation and was feeling better. 


| 
| 
| 
4 
| 
| 





Was still being treated for his cancer trouble, Father didn't want mother | 


| 
\icommitted as he felt he was soon to die and he wanted to keep family together 
|| 
|Mother was wearing a torn dress which exposed her body. Rambled very much 


\ 
4 


|jix her speech, Joseph was out of work and was discouraged. Tony was still | 
|| 
| orking in a shoe factory. Girls were clean and in good condition. In gery 


At was reported that Stella was still in the special class and Josephine was 
TT | 
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1] promoted to the fourth grade, having repeated both the second and third 





i 
| Father wes not receiving regular treatment for throat. Joseph and Tony wer 
| working in shoe factory at twelve or thirteen dollars a week and were givin 
| money to father. Stanley was taken away by two policemen on previous 


Friday. Mother was in a bad mental condition. Was excitable and threat- 





nistic and accused father of not supporting family. House was clean but 


|| cluttered with clothing. Stella explained the sleeping conditions which 


I 


( 


| seemed satisfactory. Police officer reported that mother rambles and raves 





/ 
| 
when speaking with neighbors who do not mind her knowing her condition. | 
! 
|Father made two complaints of stubborn child against Joseph who was now on | 


Suspended sentence to the House of Correction. Stanley was also on proba- 


|tion as a stubborn child and had been surrendered by father and suspended 
ql 

| sentence to Shirley was contimued longer. On July 2, 1930 Stanley was 

|| again surrendered and sent to Shirley Industrial School for Boys. Latter 


||was paroled on 11-30-30. 


The State Aid and Relief Division reported on February 9, 











931 that father applied for relief in March of 1930. Father was suffering 


Rae a_i = 


i 
_— cancer of the tongue. Mother was somewhat mentally disturbed. The 
||Boston Provident Association, Cooperative Psychiatric Service record, re- 
|lportea that mother was a case of psychosis superimposed on a mild degree of 
| ental defect. Upset because she cannot become pregnant because of father's 
||disease. Has delusions of man coming to her room to distort her body. The 
||doctor felt that mother vias not in a bad enough condition to be committed. 


[Father was now syphilitic and had a growth in his throat. Father's 
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| Seonaition: was aitecadl as paranoid ideas ciuicmiae aakite aa sons. is 
| cruel and expects sons to support the entire family. Scornful of mother 
j}and pushes her around as he would a child, (What is the bearing of this 
liatter on mother's condition and that of the sons' delinquency and supposed 
Si siubbornnesst) Probably has had effect on their personalities and one feels 
te surmising on the possibility of at least some of their delinquency 
\|/being a revolt against father's dominance over them. This also raises the 
ae of how a child such as Joseph who was reported as being a good 
\ichild, well-behaved and cooperative by his foster mother suddenly becomes 
secre enough to be brought into court and be given a suspended sentence 


to a penal institution. All this of course raises the question in this 


case of placing the blame. Does it go back to the fact that the mother's 





|}difficulties have had such unwholesome effect on the father as to unbalance 


| 
| 





him mentally or has the father caused the mother's mental troubles by his | 


‘lack of understanding and sympathy for her limited mental ability? With the! 
| 





‘ limited evidence at hand it is almost impossible to say. It seems that 


| 


Jjebout the father's treatment of her to know whether his conduct towards her 


jmother was the first to be unbalanced mentally, but we do not know enough 


| 

= one begins to surmise on such scanty evidence, and one only realizes 

| 

\jmore poignantly how criminal it is to allow such people to breed as fast as 


|| |they do, or to allow them to retain their hold on their children because of 


poems 


Wack of material evidence to satisfy the requirements of the court to prove 






\lthat they are neglected all the time because of the parents! inability to 


||the tale and see how much more demage has been done since, and what the 


ssume the responsibilities inhering in parenthood. But let us proceed with 
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|| future holds in store for this aaa and its members. gv Father has strong 

























| control and will do anything he tells her. Stella was reported as being 
Duemtally deficient. Home conditions were not seriously affecting her. 
|| Josephine was reported to be a normal child with pleasing manner, and that 
she was distinctly handicapped by being in the family. Would profit by 
removal. Baby was reported as needing medical care and seemed to be suffer 
ing from anemia. 
According to the report from the Juvenile Court, Helen was 
\thome from July third to July eleventh and was returned to foster home be- 
cause of mother's mentally disturbed condition. Lack of pitteiiais ctpndatinn’ 
was shown by the fact that Stanley had to be sent to Shirley on 7-3-30, 
Mother was mentally disturbed at time of Helen's visit. 
On February 10, 1931, Stella's teacher reported that she 
was doing quite well in handwork and reading and also in other subjects. 
Well-behaved and acting as teacher's messenger. Father came to school to 
ask teacher to see that Stella shouldn't go home with boys. According to 
test findings, at chronological age of thirteen years and four months she 
-an I1.Q. of 56, and a Mental Age of seven years and six months. Jose- 
\pphine's teacher reported that she was in the third grade, Nice child and 
mever caused trouble. Always was dressed neatly and did neat work, Is 
cward in reading and on the whole is considered to be slow mentally, 
| though she tries her best. Felt that she needed ungraded fourth grade 
here she could get more attention. 
The baby of the family Catherine, seemed to be pale and was 
cold. Was up and around playing with toys. Mother appeared to be in same 


disturbed condition as when mother went to the Cooperative Psychiatric 


| 
| 
! 
| 
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‘y 
| 
. 
| 
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Service, Mother said that father reports that Helen hadn't a proper foster 
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a home. Also complained that she couldn't have another child since father 
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= el 














was syphilitic. Father reported to the court that Stanley had returned 


| home and since he had no work he ran away to New York. Hadn't found any- 


| thing there and returned home. Joseph and Anthony were now working in a 


shoe factory. Anthony was making $22 a week and Joseph $20 a week. Father 
reported that he still receives throat treatments, On February thirteenth 
the court didn't feel that Josephine was handicapped enough to warrant re- 
moval. 

On February 10, 1932, mother reached for butcher's knife 


and shouted when agent announced what Society she represented. Mother 


accused Society of bad treatment of the family. Father intervened and 


asked agent to come to other room. Both Tony and Joseph were not working, 


Stella was still in the special class and Josephine was in the fourth grade, 


| Stanley left six weeks ago for unknown destination. Helen was now at home 


and attended parochial school. Is in the seventh grade. Gena(Genevieve) 
had been placed by the state. Catherine was not at home. Father was still 
getting treatments and was getting along all right. City was aiding family 
with the rent. Mother was mentally disturbed according to father since 
Genevieve's birth. Tony reported that children were attending school regu- 
larly. 


On August 13, 1934 a worker from the Dispensary came to 


| investigate Society's contact with family. The Dispensary contact was 


with Tony on August 8, 1934 who come to the clinic with an infectious skin 


| 
i 
| 
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disease, He left home July twenty-fifth because of quarrel with family 
which was on relief at the time. Father ordered him out. Tony refused to 
give reason for quarrel, Tony was very bitter towards his family and said 


that he had contributed to support of latter during past years. Didn't 
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plan to return home. Is a leather worker by trade, and is unemployed at 


present. Living with a chum till recently when he had to move and had had 


to sleep on park benches and the like. Went to the OPW for aid and it was 


at the Dispensary on August 1, 1934. Therefore he was sent to Tewksbury. 
On November 22, 1934 patient was reported discharged from Tewksbury on 
September tenth. Resumed treatment at the Dispensary, and is reporting 
regularly. Industrial Aid was now interested in his case. Not infectious 
anymore, and case was closed to the Industrial Aid. The OPw reported 
that Stella was working at $12 a week ERA, Welfare was paying rent of 
family of $15 a month, and contributing shoes, clothes, etc. Stella and 
her father were reported as being cooperative in carrying out instructions 
given by the OPW. The rest of the family were reported as being not very 
bright and easily led and somewhat off mentally. Mother was now home, but 
had been a patient at ...... State Hospital. Both the mother and father 
have been patients at Tewksbury. 


Agent of the Society who had treated case reported that 


we SE SS eS 


family was still in hopeless condition and that children who are still re- 


moved (Genevieve) will probably not be returned. All cases but those of 





Josephine and Genevieve have been filed as children have reached limit of 


— 


ages handled by the Juvenile Court. 





Tony's record is as follows: 
2-16-24 Runaway 
10-10-24 Larceny 
l= 9-25 Surrendered to Lyman 
12-26-29 Drunk 
S= 8-34 Drunk 
7-25-34 Trespass 
Joseph's record is as follows: 
1-16-30 Stubborn and disobedient 
4— 4~33 Trespass 
ll- 3-33 Trespass 
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suggested that he go to Tewksbury. Had positive Darkfield and papid Hinton 


127. 
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Stanley's record is as follows: 
3-27-30 Stubborn and disobedient 
6= 8-30 Surrendered to Shirley 
11-30-30 Shirley 
no further record since now out of state. 





Juvenile Court reported that Genevieve was still placed 


(March 1935) with the HDCC, Is very well, happy and bright in school. 
Stanley was placed in many fine homes for years under his probation officer 
and others, but was failure when he returned to his very inadequate home 
situation. 
The Boys Parole Department reports the following on 
Stanley's history. Stanley was committed to Shirley on 6-28-30 as stubborn 
' child. Boy had grammar school education. There was a record of masturba~ 


tion. Alienist reported mother not insane, but psychotic and not able to 





care for children who were therefore neglected. Stanley was paroled on 


\ 
11-30-30 and lived with family. Supervised on parole till 8-10-31 when he 


ran away from home. On 8-20-32 card was received from him from Los Angeles, 
‘|| California. On 10-30-33 the probation department of the latter city re- 
ported that Stanley was before the Juvenile Court of that City for theft 
of an automobile and driving without owners consent. On December 14, 1933 
a report came from private person from same city that Stanley was living 
at his home and working for his food and lodging. 

On August 30, 1934 father stated that the boy was out of 


| the state. No change in home conditions. Still very bad. On July 24,1934 





i 
| it was reported that Stanley had adopted an Americanized alias, Joseph was 


on stubborn child probation, Antonio on Lyman School parole, Stella was 


34 


| working, Helen and Genevieve with the HDCC, and Josephine at home, 
The writer has given all these reports in such detail in 


|, order to illustrate the fact that disorganization is still the descriptive 
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‘|i its unconquerable will to live and unfailing failure to organize properly. 








work that best depicts the sucka situation as it caked has been in the 





|| elmost eleven and a half years during which the Society has strugsled with 


|| Prom all the evidence one sees that it is not the fault of any one agency 


‘|| that more hasn't been done for this family. In the first place, the law 


does not make adequate provision to break up such failures of the family. 


| Then eran is no agency that can make itself responsible for the whole 


| problem since so many factors enter in to the problems which enfold these 


| 


=e at 


j ite human beings with all their faults and limitations. Finally what the 


|| Society has obviously accomplished with all the handicaps in its way has 


= the fact that the children have been removed from some of the most 


a! 
eemvenate situations into which this family has gotten itself at divers 


‘|| times end places, and has thus alleviated the terrible conditions under 












| which society has forced these helpless human beings to live. 


They are 


‘|| typical of the portion of the population who cannot shift for themselves 
jiand must have outside help in order to continue to exist on any sort of a 


-||human level. Who is to blame for this problem?, is a question that would 


well deserve the consideration of an entire thesis and research, and must 


Case XVII. CN.FAMILY 
_ Zohn H.-"thirteen years and four months; Margaret-*eleven years and five 
months; Isabelle-*six years and three months; Anna~#ten years 
and eight months; Helen-#eight years and five months; James-# 





five years; Susan-#two years and two months. 
(* age as of 5=4-08, when first removed) 


wv (# age as of 3-17-16,when first removed) 


meglected their home chronically, as well as their children. 


jjbe left to the imagination of the reader as well as to that of the writer, 


The parents of this family were chronic alcoholics and 


The case was 
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| 
active off and on with the Society for a little over twenty-four years, 
Dpreeticatiy @ quarter of a century. The parents were Irish and Roman 
|| catholic. 
| The parents were reported to be drunk by the Chief of 
| Police of the rather fashionable suburb in which the family happened to re- 
| side. Father was out of work at this date, May 2, 1908, and the parents 
| were drinking. Home was in filthy condition and children were neglected, 
‘| Therefore on May 4, 1908, John, Margaret, and Isabelle were placed with the 
| HDCC. Anna and Helen were allowed to remain with mother. Mother was told 
| that home conditions had to be improved before the children could be re- 
| turned. On June 1, 1908 rooms were repainted, most of furniture was re- 
7 painted, there was new mattress bought, and there were linens and new 
| quilts on beds. In general, the physical conditions of the home were great 
bay improved. Father was working as a hack driver at $12 a week. The new 
|| furniture had been bought on the installment plan. On July ninth father was 
| not home in the evening. Mother and children were having supper of bread, 
|| tea, and pie. Table was covered with a dirty table cloth and the children 
|| as well as the home were dirty and disorderly. Mother's appearance, how- 
| ever, was much improved and father was working steadily. Mother said that 
| parents haven't touched liquor since court trial. Mother blamed disorder 


| in home on sewing. Refused to allow children to go on a vacation. On 


| visit. Family was urged by court to move. On September thirty-first famil 


) 
| 
| 
|| September 1, 1908 home was clean and mother seemed to be expecting the | 
| Was in new home which was clean, and mother was pleased with it. | 
On April 22, 1912, the Chief of Police again reported 
||mother intoxicated and the three younger girls uncared for, Margaret was | 

| 


| working in a laundry. On May 23, 1912 it was reported that mother and 
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| father had been arrested <dan dbutinaasde on eb 1astwekty<aevond ead. were on 
Debebation for one year. John was complained of as a stubborn child and 

| was on probation from March 25, 1911 to April 20, 1912. This was later ex- 
| tended to June 1, 1912. Margaret was arrested on two charges of larceny of 
$30 and $60 and was on probation from April 15, 1911 to April 20, 1912 and 
this was extended to July twenty-seventh. Mother reported that this was 
first drunken spree in four years and promised not to repeat this. John 


had left to go with a "Wild West Show” the previous year, but was probably 


Anna and Helen in one room, and Isabelle, Margaret, and the baby with mothe 


| 
now working somewhere in Boston. Father _ reported to be sleeping with : 
in another room. Home not very disorderly. On May twenty-ninth home cond 
tions cleared up and improved. On July twelfth everything was back to 
normal though John was not located yet. i 
The family could not be located on March 15 of 1913. On 
October 23, 1915 family's priest reported parents to be drinking and some- 
thing should be done about this. On November second police asked Society 
to investigate drinking of parents. Mother admitted that of late she was 
| drinking hard, Father was a laborer in suburb where they had lived pre- 
‘| viously. Both recently went to the Gsvaten Church to take the pledge 


against drinking. Mother was afraid to admit drinking to her priest. Agent 
q 
i 
|| warned that drinking would have to stop if children were to remain in the 


|home. Landlady reported that parents were trying to improve. Priest asked 
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|that mother be watched since he believed that she was chronic alcoholic. On 


| November twenty-second mother was very drunk, Father in same condition, 





‘|| Beby was half~dressed and dirty. Whiskey bottle was on the floor. Beds 
|| were unmade, Home was all upset. Children's lunch was not even started by 


jjnoontime, Mother was again warned. Next day mother's condition was same 
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"and baby was still dirty. On November 26, 1915 parents again took the 





Deledee. Mother was busily cleaning up the mess. Apparently was not drink- 


| ing. (10 this early beginning of case work in this agency, we see the workers 


|'to causes. It never seems to have occurred to them to ask why the parents 


good condition and so were the children, 
In February of 1916, mother was reported by anonymous com- 


plainant to be drinking heavily again. Mother was very drunk, John had 


|\fronk Railroad. Appeared to be very decent cheap and was ashamed of parents. 
| || Was working on ash team at $15 a week until winter would break when he 
pe to return to the railroad. Later mother was reported as improved, 
\In March mother again showed signs of drinking and home was disordered, 


| Pether was in court for drunkenness and assault and battery on landlady. 


| Fether was sentenced to six months House of Correction on assault and 


| battery charge for badly bruising landlady, and two months besides for 


| 


ca John was now found in home to be very drunk and apparently 


\nea succumbed to debilitating home atmosphere. The children were only part- 


, 


\ly dressed and were truanting from school. Mother staggered into room,ad- 


‘|imitted drunkenness, and said she was in despair. On March 17, 1916 Isabelle 
| 


j|Anna, Helen,James, Susan were committed to the HDCC as neglected children. 
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On October 4, 1916 father was reported to be at Concord Reformatory and 


mother had just left House of the Good Shepherd on September third, but was 






: 
4 
|| not considered fit as yet to have children returned. On March 14, 1918 


parents were living in new home in Boston, Had bought seventy-three dollar 


/worth of furniture for which they had already paid thirty-eight dollars, 


as 8 oe ee 


Parents were working at chocolate factory and their combined earnings 


| equelled about thirty-two dollars per week, Father said he wasn't drinking 







| unless he was arrested for some offence by the police. Father's mind 


seemed to be affected by drinking and he was constantly interrupted by 


mother, Isabelle was in the country and was doing well. Mother agreed 


n 


! 


| finally that children were better off placed out and that latter shouldn't 





'be returned until they lived in better locality and had their furniture all 


In October father asked to have children for Christmas and was 


‘3 
p. 
Q 

8 
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told that if he wanted them he would have to move to better locality before | 
| then, and make application for same. In October of 1919 parents were again 


in court and were anxious to have the children. Both looked well, and 


Ae es, Sle: 


|| father produced pay envelopes showing that he was earning about $30 a week 


jjon average in chocolate company. Mother was earning between $8 and $12 a 
| 
|| bank($570 plus). Called for children several times and made appearance of 
j| being respectable and sincere, Father and mother occupied four room tene- 
ment at $12 a month, and which was in good condition. John and Margaret 


i were now married and were living in New York. Mother said that she hadn't 


1 
| 


| 
| 
| 
. 
| | 
|week in same factory. Had good furniture and few hundred dollars in the | 
| 
H 
| 
« anything for three years and that father only had weak beer. In 


December mother reported that Isabelle was doing well at home and she 


| wanted another child returned. Isabelle was working for a speedometer | 





‘company at $14 a week. She had worked a while for the chocolate company. 
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Father was working continuously till the time of the sugar shortage caused 

























\ithe factory to shut down. Agent promised that more children would be re- 
| turned as mother improved in behavior. 

: In October 1921 mother reported that she went to the HDCC 
; 

repeatedly and felt that her request for children was not being heeded. On 
patos sixth Anna was reported returned and probably Helen on probationary 
t 

| 

; 

; 

¥ 

4 


period. Father was recently at the HDCC and caused great disturbance. Supe 


: 
lintendent felt that owing to home conditions children should be returned 

| singly. Agent told mother that Isabelle had first caused some trouble but 
Theater improved. Mother was satisfied with conditions laid down by the 
mpc, In February of 1922 mother was anxious to have children. Mother now 
. ented James and Susan. In October mother again asked for James and Susan. 


lPather was working at $18 a week. Isabelle was making good money in a paper 
Mbox factory. Mother claimed she had a right to the younger children since 
‘home conditions were good. Agent assured mother children would be returned 
jet the right time. HDCC was reluctant to return James and Susan since they 
ere now in good homes. In October of 1923 mother reported that father had 
had a slight shock 7-21-23 and was so affected mentally that he was removed 
to the Boston State Hospital where he now was. Father was liable to pass 
away. Has had another shock since in hospital. Mother reported it was best 
|that James and Susan remain in foster homes, All children at home were 
working and doing well. Mother had more than $1000 in the bank. In October 
of 1924 mother reported that father was still in hospital and was distressed 
ver his condition. In September of 1927 it was reported that James had 
recently been allowed to return home. James! foster father died recently 


and left all property to James, James returned home to help mother, In 


september of 1928 Susan failed in foster home, Father had died and since 
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' then mother was leading a good life and was behaving. Susan was tried in 


a 


}) own home and did very well and was happy. In September of 1932 Susan was 
7 j 

/ 

| reported to be in an Industrial School on own volition, Said that she wacttt | 


oe BE B= 


@ bad girl, but was apt to be a bit wayward. Mother agreed to the arrange- 


ment. Susan was doing well at the school and was preparing to become a nun 


| eventually. 
On the whole the family finally made the grade, and 


through a slow and long continued process of gradual return of the children, 


over a period of over twelve years, the mother was given time to adjust to 


a ee ee ee 


each as they came and the family has gradually become reintegrated more 
strongly than it was ever before. The writer considers this case a distinc 


success. Mother has no record since March of 1917 when she was put on pro- 


ee ee ee ee 


bation to House of Good Shepherd for neglect of children, John has a 


record on 9-21-27 for not slowing up at intersection while working as a 


OE we 


chauffeur and paid a five dollar fine. Otherwise none of the family have 
| any record for any delinquency, not even drunkenness, which is quite sur- 
prising considering the early environment of the children. One is inclined 
to feel that foster home placing is after all a very useful method of 
: treating children whose lives are disorganized because of unadjusted and 
|| imadequate home situations, especially in the light of such well-worked out 
| cases as this one was, This case also illustrates the values and reason fo 
long-time programs of treatment, especially in the treatment of problems of 
human beings who cannot usually be adjusted over night, after they have 


been maladjusted, perhaps, for the most part of their preceding lives, 







Case XVIII. BA.FAMILY 


Angeline- fifteen years and seven months; Antony- thirteen years and five 
months; eresa- nine years and Seven months; John- seven years 
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Of all the cae senttvis this was probably one of the 
most difficult. The difficulty lay not as one might suspect, in the fact 

| of poverty and lack of physical needs, but rather in the fact that the fam- 
ily had plenty of money and hence were harder to handle because they could 


| pay their way out of most ordinarily difficult situations that were placed 


. 
| 
. 
| in their way by the Society to protect the interests of the children, and 
| to stop the mother's immorality and neglect of the children. Both parents 
| were born in Italy and had made a good economic adjustment in the land of 
| their adoption. But their moral standards were unfortunately very low 
| grade and hence spoiled their good adjustment otherwise. All the children 
| were of the first marriage to Mr. P.... Paternal relatives referred the 
CASE. 

Paternal aunt living in suburb made complaint on January 
28, 1920 that father had died 8-9-19, and that one L.J. spent a good deal 


of time in father's store, where mother worked since father's death.Mother 


was reported to be keeping L.J. there on pretense that he is working for 





j her, L.J. was eating at home with the family and stayed there till all 
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. 
| hours of the night. Also was taking it unto himself to discipline mother's 
| children. Rose the oldest sibling objected to working in store because 


L.J. was so affectionate with mother. Rose was engaged to maternal nephew 


CO a sl HE «Ei 


| of L.J. Mother at first approved of the merriage, but now refused to allow 


aoe at pend 


| Rose to see him. Mother was drinking a lot of wine. Of all the children 


a 


| only Tony approved of mother's relations with L.J. Tony was fond of him 


because he drove a team. Tony was sleeping with L.J. Angeline was anxious 
to talk with agent. Mother told complainant that it was her business if 
she wanted to be bad. On January thirtieth paternal aunt reported that 


| mother beat Rose and would not allow either girl out of house. Associated 
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Piiaritics sported mother's morals questioned, Italian interpreter for one 
| of courts reported that father had been ill with dropsy and that mother was 
immoral with L.J. while latter worked in their store. L.J. had a wife and 
|| child in Italy. Attendance officer reported that family was well-off finan 
|| Cially. In February paternal aunt reported that Rose left home. Rose was 
| living with R. family. Home was cold. Rose was dressed in fashionable 

| black satin dress though it was early morning. Her hair was very elab- 


| orately combed and she spoke very good English. Went to N.... D.... 





Academy for two years where only rich Catholic girls can afford to go. 

: Learned to sing there and other things as well. Said that mother was rich 
|| ane that she expected to inherit quite a bit of money. Got acquainted with 
| a college fellow with whom she broke off after a quarrel. Met DeR when he 
| used to come to see his uncle L.J. in the store. Mother beat her in order 
| to prevent marriage because he was making only $60 a week, and she was now 
| spending more than that a week. Mother promised $4000 in cash, $1000 in 
diamonds, and a $3000 trousseau if she would marry to suit mother, Father 


died of locomoter ataxia and during last years of life had been blind. All 


| tal. Thinks she will not marry DeR after all. Says mother makes about $60 


|| a day and makes twice that much on Saturdays. Woman does mother's house- 


i 

] 

| 

| children were pronounced negative in blood tests at the Psychopathic Hospi- 
. 

| 

|work for her, School reported that Rose did good work, but was not inter- 


ested, Always was well dressed and family had money. Angeline was also 


reported to be doing well. Angeline was not yet interested in men. 
\ 
j Angeline oftem came to school in furs. Latter was to go to News. Deoee 


i 


| Academy for three years. Came to office in furs. Rose, mother, and 


\ 
| Angeline had had a quarrel over L.J. affair, and they thought it might blow 


jover. Mother now wanted to sell store to L.d. and go to Italy for a few 


| 
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Deeaths, L.J's femily ti soon to come from Italy. This it was hoped 

| would stop the neighborhood gossip. Neither Rose nor Angeline would testi 
|| but wanted L.J. to be less familiar with mother. Police officer agreed to | 
| frighten mother. Paternal aunt reported that John was locked in cellar 

| several hours. Paternal uncle was much incensed over the affair. Mater- 
| nal uncle said that he was going to kill L.J. Seemed to be blusterer how= 
| ever and nothing more. Rose married on 2-26-20 by Justice of the Peace and 
| naa license from Providence, Rhode Island. Mother wrote Rose an insulting 
| letter and disowned her for marrying against her wishes. Maternal uncle 

|| later agreed not to shoot till police investigated situation. 

In March police agreed to frighten mother and Attorney 

| Z..- agreed to advise mother to assign guardianship of children. Paternal 

! aunt, aunt by marriage, and Rose at office complained of mother sleeping 


| with L.J. Rose married in church on 3-12-20. L.J's sister Mrs. DeR had no 


enough evidence for a night investigation. Mother's home was very neat, The 
— was a well-kept Italian store and L.J. waited on customers. Mother 
| took agent to home which was above the store. Home was attractively 


| 
|| furnished. Angeline was home from school to direct the cleaning woman's 


|| use for L.J's deportment. Police captain later reported that there wasn't 

| work. Mother declared that she would do as she pleased and that paternal 

|| relatives were complaining only because they wanted money from her, Said 

that father's funeral had cost $1000 and that Rose had been sent to the 

it... D.... Academy where only the richest Catholic girls could go. Angeline 

| | reported that L.J. passed mother's room in going to his. Mother became 

= h perturbed over this statement and began to shout at Angeline in 
||Ttelien. Agent told mother that someone had threatened to shoot her if she | 


Jaian't get rid of L.J. and she was alarmed over this. Told didn't get rid of L.J. and she was alarmed over this. Told agent that she _ she 
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had four houses, and when agent wbeiticont cB her with the fact that she had 
| made an income tax return for only $1200, she again became alarmed and 

|| tried to conciliate agent. Said that she had plenty of money and was going 
i to sell: store and move away. 

; In April, police captain still reported no incriminating 


|} evidence. On May 4, 1920 complaint of neglect was made against the four | 





| youngest children(Angeline, Tony, Theresa, and John). On May sixth Ange- 


— 


line's principal reported that girl couldn't be good if mother was immoral 


——=— 


3 


r had bad reputation. Mother promised to send L.J. away. On May seventh 


—- 


| Angeline and Rose were frightened. Were sure that mother was sleeping with 


| i. J. Were now willing to leave door open every night for police to enter. 


Children blamed L.J. and said that he had no use for mother except for what 


——————<————— 


| he could get out of her. L.J. says that he will succeed in getting all her 
| property away. Children reported that Attorney Z,... was crooked and made 


wrong income tax return for mother, On May eleventh mother gave L.J. half 


SS 


| of store and house in order to have him remain with her. Servant who was 


———————————— 


| with family was willing to testify. Girls to leave doors and windows open 


| for the police to get evidence. On May twentieth Angeline and Theresa 


a ~~ 


—= 


were planning to escape. Angeline reported that she had witnessed immoral 


| ect between mother and L.J. On May twenty-first mother gave Angeline a 


|| vesting for giving Rose two silk shirts. Paternal aunt was willing to take 


|| Angeline to her home. Rose asked that children be given their property 


| 
| according to children's rights. Judge said that paternal aunt would have 


| 
|| 


ee Se ee SRS + —- 2 


to furnish $40,000 bond if paternal aunt was to take over guardianship and 


|property of children. On May twenty-fourth mother and L.J. were in court 





on @ lewd and lascivious charge and were made to put up $500 bond each. 


eeecetine was removed to home of paternal aunt. Tony was guest on Judge's 
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| arm. Theresa and John in the ee eedta ee Home, On June eighth, 
ther appealed the neglect charge and children (Theresa and John) were 


ermitted to go home on $1000 bail. On June tenth children were again in 










emporary Home. On June eleventh Tony went to foster home. On June four- 


rn 


| teenth Tony was returned on condition that he continue to go to school. 
Theresa and John remained in the care and custody of the Society. Theresa 
was to go to a church school as soon as could be arranged. John to return 
home as soon as L.J. would leave. On June thirtieth Angeline and Theresa 
were still in care and custody of Mrs. R. who said mother was a common 
prostitute. General Secretary of Society was given temporary guardianship 
jover the children. Mother promised to send L.J. away and to buy back the 
|ishop. Attorney Z.... now demanded children be returned. Theresa and 
| Angeline to go to church schools. L.J. bought store from mother last summer 
‘for $3000 and has left home as roomer and boarder, Temporary guardianship 
|| was later revoked at request of General Secretary. Attorney Z.... promised 
|that mother would buy back the store and L.J. would move away as his wife 
eas coming in a month, 
| Rose was positive that mother never sold the store at all, 


liana that she will continue to live with L.J. Rose quarrelled with Mrs. R. 


| 
| 


oe automobile. Rose was still sure that mother was living with L.J. 


for allowing Angeline to go around with C. Rose later reported that mother 


||Mother requested to take children on vacation out of state, but Judge woul 
| jjallow this, 

| Paternal sunt now reported that Angeline was to marry C. | 
|\Thought something would happen between them if they were not married soon. 

lc wanted to marry Angeline. Had $700 saved up in the bank, Angeline wanted 


||to marry and settle down(was looking for security of relationship) and was 
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\ a " paternal aunt's home. eer tried to pints to Vastiiie « what 
it would mean to marry a man who made less in one week than she spent on 

| one article of clothing. Judge agreed that Angeline should marry. C 

| wanted to marry in priest's home. On June twenty-ninth mother signed agree- 
| ment to have Angeline marry. On June thirtieth agent visited Mrs. R. who | 
was caring for Angeline, Theresa, and John. Mrs. R. had a large garden and 
1 a herd of goats, Was told that two younger children were not to go to 


Boston. Mother now said that she was to marry a well-to-do wholesale groce 


| from New York. In July permission was received from the court for Angeline’ 


marriage. However Angeline and C agreed to wait a while before actually 
‘||marrying. In August Mrs. R. reported that Angeline was a slow worker, but 


| @ good girl and saved money. Mother was spending all her money on herself 


| 
| 
| 





and L.J. Was contributing little or nothing towards the support of the 


| 


| children. Children now didn't even have decent clothing. Angeline realized) 
[tet her work wasn't suitable and said that C had bought her shoes and paid 
| for dying her dress. Judge ordered mother to send all of the children's 

| clothing to Mrs, R. Mother told agent that all of her family were healthy 


people and that there was much mental illness in father's family. Mother 









said that she had warned L,J. out of home and agreed to send the rather 


elaborate wardrobes of the children. On August thirteenth at JBGC conferen 
Besetine was considered very bright and a business course was advocated for | 


a It was also recommended that she shouldn't be reminded of mother's 


} 


) 
|| immoral actions. Should have tonsillectomy at once. Also needed glasses 
| 


||for badly astigmatized eyes. However Judge advised against business school 
| 

Jat she was to be married. Business school principal advised bookkeeping 

| 
\|Theresa reported that Angeline's work tired her out very much but she was 


a 
a 


course of ten weeks which would cost fifty-five dollars. On August twentieth 











my 





= » 
ie. 
" z 
+ aw 
+ 
- 
+ 
Ae 
ny 


ifvode eontfoand tans Beergs ‘exbot. uel oa olotssa 


-ot~=jfew s wrise @2 eew ode tard Bbiee wos rediol 


Sng MOTs 


oe care + overs 
ee 
se BOTILIELY 
ats 
rai 
ty 
atl < 
is 
uv 
é 
3 ~ 
Weros a 
a“ . 
Ts = le 
; «Bid 
oT, - 
wad “ae v 
< 
na 
4 
aw 
= - - 
rer arf 
Ti rw 
13 a 


{gain-yinew! excl a0 semen ae iseizq at tas ot. 


i .h eT) «6oodot See ,eeorved? ,eailesnA 701 pai 


tast ed s'ahinede efa tad? Debaogmooen’ cola saw JI. 


ofA .eomo ta veotoollisnot oved Bigade .egokjos an 

























emo ai: sacl 





| 


| i. 
J hey 
tnegs dseitaids eayt a0 .oites ecitiogad, oved’ otha 


ba - 
“oa 


: —S 
asibildes tencuoy, ows tage Biot ae¥ subs to S18 
a ¥ 


q@ 


;igoex eewonoineinisy yet wt ..210¥ ror 
+ tisw ot Beetus 0 Sar oatleqnA sevewoH. 


ad 


oget .£ .arll dengok ol 


{ aprlindictace ol Tadd 


.* 
re 


-f4of9 dusoeh ovat aeve tobi won sevbiie 

dé. bag sett Atae Bas ofdeatioe 3 neew stow indi 
ee. 

sediom betebhto ophsy = .se0n8 sed ie 


tod to fie dedd toogs Slot t]8dich A ar oF aerials 


« Pi 
>t ot erenllt fedaom doum esw estou? tani bas — 


p : Me a Ps 
ot Beets son to duo .t.d Seirtew Ben 
ott Act ,mgethlitdo off to eecdots 
» gpeoutend s Dos tdytad yrev. berebiemes: sam eat le 


2 


saz hesivhe osbut tevewoH .eeye Sestiangives bay 
fentonine Lootoe seetieni « ,Dealatem.od ot i ae 
exalifoh evit-ystit teso Sivow doidy adeow et to 


rev duo ted boris tow 28! eatfenak tad hetre 





it: 
cae 


SA 
sar. 



















| sticking to it and even was saving money. Theresa reported that she and 








| John were very happy and didn't want to return home. Theresa wanted to 
Ricay with foster mother till she was to go to convent school. Mother seldo 
| came and brought only torn clothing for Angeline. C came once a week to 
see Angeline. Angeline wanted to go to business school. On August twenty- 
third Mrs. R. complained that mother was still neglecting children and felt 
that the court was being too lax. Angeline still had no proper clothing. 


Theresa now refused to go to convent school and wanted to remain with Mrs.R. 


ee 


‘|| Latter now asked $5 a week board each for Theresa and John, and $7 week for 
Angeline. Latter seemed to have an air of refinement and sang for agent in 


avery stagey manner. Children's Aid Society now agreed to assume place- 


| ment work of this case if Judge would approve. On August twenty-sixth it 

. | was reported that Angeline's eyesight was badly impaired and that she would 
| have to wear eyeglasses all the time. It was thought that this would im- 

| prove her condition all around. Angeline got her glasses and was instructed 


| how to use them. Also was now told at the business school that it would 


jj take about a year for her to complete her course, Angeline was still inter- 
ested. 


| On September first mother threatened to disown children 
| 
7 


)if they wouldn't return and agent had to warn mother again to leave them 


alone. However mother forcibly removed children(Theresa and John) on 





} 
i] 


| September third and punished latter by banging his head. Mrs. R. willing 





; q 
4 
x 
i] 
4 
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|| to keep children even without payment of money. On September thirteenth 
|| mother at first refused to send L.J. away, but later did after much conver- 
|| sation with him in Italian. Mother refused to pay Angeline's board or to 
||place boys. Sent Theresa to M... Academy where she was paying $35 a month 


vi 
| 


||for her. Said that Angeline was a bad girl since she left the home. 
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|| agent found men's boots under mother's bed. Said she had never had immoral 
| relations with L.J. before the children and that all money she had was still’ 
| hers. Said that she was going to do as she pleased. Tony came in very 
| showily dressed. Was insolent and said that he wouldn't leave home, Agent 
| warned mother that court action was going to be taken. On September 

‘| seventeenth Children's Aid Society(CAS) reported that mother did nothing 

|| further about Angeline's placement and was opposed to everything that was 

ij pereposed. Though mother was luxuriously dressed she refused to give ade- 


ji quate care to children who were placed out. It was now being rumored in 


_|| persuaded to make out insurance policies in his favor. On October fifteenth 
|| theresa returned home from M........ Academy in very sick condition. CAS 
forced mother to send her to N.... D.... Academy which was much more expen- 
il Angeline was placed in W...... House in town of A.... However 


| 
1] section of city where family lived that L.J. was strangling men whom he 
| eoulén't stay there longer as factory where she was working had closed down, 


a 


\| On October twentieth agent found mother conversing with 
jus. Mother reported that Theresa was back at M.... Academy and that she 
Bh wes to marry man from New York to whom she had referred previously, when 
|[. J's wife would come to this country. Tony was truanting from school.John 
| Was reported as being fairly clean in school, but always wore the same 
= tattered clothing. John reported that he slept with Tony and that 


— was now in neighboring parochial school and not placed out as mother 


4 
I|reportea. Theresa said that she wanted to stay home to prevent mother's 
ait | 


| remarriage. On October twenty-sixth Judge gave mother permission to place 
na 


| 


out children herself. Former agent for family who had married since case 


was opened, took over guardianship of Angeline even though no longer con- 


jou 
| 

i 
| 
| 
| 


nected with the Society, with the consent of mother and the Judge. 
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_— agent agreed to give consent to Angeline's marriage. On November 





‘fourth Tony and John were in town of S.B. Forced to go to school there by 


the attendance officers. Boys were living on a truck farm, on what mother 


ee 


told foster mother was their vacation. Came to see children every Sunday 


——e 


in company of L.J. Theresa was also at home of V family on same conditions. 


On December third paternal aunt reported more scandals of mother and L.J. 
and that Angeline's husband was not supporting and that latter was in rags. 
On December tenth mother came to the court feeling that the whole matter 


was a joke. Returned much excited when told that children were to be re- 


|} moved. On January twenty-fourth of 1921 mother said that she wanted all 
| children returned. Said that they liked L.J. Angeline left home without 


| éiving notice since husband was not supporting her. In February mother 


ne aes See 


| moved from former home to suburb. Wanted children returned, Mother was 
| living in a very nice apartment that was well furnished and clean. Denied 
| imnoral relations with L.J. Mother showed agent her great stock of linens 


Hlona other valuable things. Boasted that she had $2000 a year income besides 


nated EO: —— eid een be td eS ae MI RES we were 


| the store profits and diamonds. Reported that Attorney Z was responsible 
|. her small income tax returns. Said that she hadn't married man from 

|| New York because her relatives wrote him that she was a bad woman. Agreed 
ss do all agent desired, Excused delay in arrival of L.J's wife by saying 

ll she had missed the boat. Said that the cousin of one of the ae wanted 
|to Marry her. Agent noted that in one of drawers inadvertently opened by 
Eeother there were about a dozen mens collars.Said they were father's and that. 
lshe was saving them for Tony. Children were still wearing same clothes and 


| rt 


|hadn' t started for school yet. Said that it was vacation week. Mother and 







IL.J. made a lot of deliveries on Sunday to city of Q.... Tony and L.J. were, 
i | 
jin that city that day. In March children were home alone and Theresa was 
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gains some ironing. Mother was not home yet even at seven thirty p.m. John 




































still was weering same clothes. There was no food in the house, Children 
said that mother usuelly brought delicacies with her. Mother did all the 
washing on Sunday. Mother had promised to take children on picnic the 
following day. 

In April L.J. and another man were playing cards in the 
rear of the store. Tony acted very insolently and said that mother was ill 
and that he was attending continuation school. Later panes month mother 
was found at home in company of other woman rolling macaroni. Mother said | 
that woman was L.J's sister-in-law and that L.J's wife was coming on the C.. 
‘Mother said that front room was for visitors and was uninhabited. Hed new 
wicker set in parlor, 

On May seventeenth landlord reported that L.J. was living 
with mother as her husband. There were now many children in home who were 
very noisy. There was also a raid on the house on Sunday. Mother was given 
eviction notice and she was to return to old apartment next day. Court in 
| neighborhood reported that L.J. was in for neglect of minor children. 

Woman in home had been L.J's wife who reported that L.J. not only neglected 
his minor children, but also assaulted her and was a non-supporter. It was 
also discovered that a clerk of court was trying to hamper case of the BA 
children in this case. L.J. was living with mother constantly since his 
court trial, according to landlord. On May twenty-sixth L.J. was reported 
|ito be cohabiting with mother. Attorney Z gave a very interesting, but untru 
story in defense of L.J. against wife's complaint, Landlord testified that 
L.J. was living with mother as her husband, Attorney Z excused Theresa's 
ruanting by saying that she was ill. Mother claimed that L.J. never lived 


ith her without his wife being there. Said that L.J. and wife quarrelled 
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| of business hours and thus avoid suspicion. Mother now wanted to take John 
|} and Theresa to seashore for the summer and Tony was to work at store and 


| 
| 


| visit occasionally. John said that he walked from suburb to Boston only 

when he didn't know his way. 
On June sixteenth mother's address was now unknown. Ange- 
|line came to office for photographs she had left. L.J's wife didn't know 
where he now was. He was sentenced to eight months House of Correction on 
June eighth but appealed. On June twenty-fourth mother reported she was 
living alone. John was with mother's nephew. Antonio was living over the 
‘store. Theresa was with mother's niece and was going with latter to sea- 
shore. On July fifteenth Angeline reported that mother and L.J. were run- 
ning a restaurant and were living together. Theresa was also with mother, 
Angeline couldn't promise to pay for her glasses. In August Tony reported 
that mother and L.J. ran restaurant in Q.... and stayed there nights. Moth 
-||sometimes ceme home. John was with mother. Theresa was ill and was in 
|Mattapan in Boston Consumptive Hospital. Mother was going to sell restaur- 
ant. Mother wanted to return to Boston. Mother posed as L.J's cousin in 
the city of Q.... ‘Theresa was now reported as probable case of tuberculosis 
At hospital and reported to have lung trouble. Theresa was in private 

room. Reported that mother let rooms in town of Q.... to colored men and 
‘|ithat she had slept with mother, and L.J. was elsewhere. Dr. B. reported | 
hat Theresa had positive sputum and that there wasn't much hope for her. | 
Disease might continue some months and she would have to be in hospital | 
during that time. Outlook was reported to be poor, and child was failing 


and was constantly in bed. Mother hadn't visited hospital for ten days, and 





as said to be in Rhode Island. L.J. called every day to see Theresa and 
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In September it was reported that L.J's wife was in apart- 
ment two floors above store. Washed and cooked for both families. Mother 
was at seashore on vacation. Rose reported that mother and L.J. still saw 
each other and said that L.J's wife returned in order to hush up the scandal 
that was going about. Said that mother was intentionally bringing about 


more rapid death for Theresa. Mother was reported at the hospital as not 


day. Theresa was getting weaker. On September twenty-second hospital 
authorities refused to allow mother to take Theresa home. Right lung was 
now entirely gone. L.J. tried to force his wife to go to court to testify 


that mother was a good woman and beat her for refusing to do so. Also beat 


| 
Diltestccred to take her for a ride, but doctors refused permission. 
On October third mother signed a contract for Children's 
Friend Society(CFS) to pay $4 week board for John. She was to visit boy 
once a month. L.J. was not to come at all. Mother was told to bring cloth- 
Ting to office. On October fourth John was placed in town of D.... in 
another state. Mother arrived a little too late with clothing, and rushed 


to station with clothing. On October twenty-fifth Theresa was fairly well 











| 
. 
his wife for not wanting to move to town of S.B. 
and still needing hospitalization. 


| 

2 

having visited child for over a month. However wrote letters almost every 
On November thirtieth CFS reported that mother went to see 

jJohn and came with man in an auto who she said was her cousin, Agent warned 

\lof probability that it was L.J. On December twenty-second Theresa was re= 

moved to mother. Theresa died on 12-30-21 and was buried 1-1-22. John 


jlattended funeral. | 


On June 13, 1922 John was reported as doing well in foster 





jihome. School was out and he was happy. Mother visited in company of L.J's 


| 











.goteciatsd Soewtet axodooh smut ,ebit-e tot ten et 
-trage of acw oily ed dads Bedtoqes enw St sedastqek at 
~adioM ,asii{ime) \diod tot Bealooo Dae Sedes¥ etode evods 

























res Iftts ,U.1 Sua tontom taco bevtoqer efol, ..celsaoey go 
fahenoe ocd og dowd of tebvo ai Somottet otiw e'td dads Biss Bes * to 
-tuoda antanidd vfilanottassat sae vadsom sada biad ‘dito aateg a 
toa es Istiqnod edt js Sedsoqet eaw tediol,.seetent “0% sieakh & 
wreve jnomia visited store sevewel .oihwom 8 neve Tod Ditdo.Sosteby. 
{siiveod baoses-yosw! wdasige? «OQ. .tedsew galvios aawiee , 

orn aout Jdgth, .omad ecqeted? apind 0? cecditom wolfe of beavtex 
ctiteed. of dxsoo ot og af etiw etd enzo? of Belid .v.0 |, sm0g yg 
olf oe of ot sadevtset «tod ted deed Saa-cerow boog &: aan 
H.8 to awod o¢-svom od arkiaaw gon xo Re 


ewerhl iid tot Joaktnen a boaa ie tedtor hetds tedovoO #0 ‘ 
ae 


you Jtelv of ean of@ .adol toksbréod aeew Beomeqeor (eto ete 
of> gnind of bict eaw-avedtol «iia ae ames of ton kaw dd 
nl se. to owed ot Sooala eaw adot dérpot sedoto0 a0). sori ious 


Derient Sas ,amisdtolo. dtiw etalood elighl » Sevirie nedioiiy stage ae 





flew yluiat saw casted? st it-ysaows aadoto0 ao .anidtols,.ddiw wolte 

1 -tolsssilatiqzed gribsan at dak 

asa oF nie nediom tadd. hbedxvoqet CH ddeitetits: xodeewelt r+ 

Sentaw doasd . .atesoo, 16d seni Dinesems ort olive. ae einem ddiw ones 

-or caw esersi? Saooee-ylaews tedmeoed a0 .0,d) caer 4 jad yok 
miot% .%¢-1-f béiiod sew fas [9-O08-S£ ao berigegezen? -toddom oF 


4 































alt 
=H 


| 





daughter. Mother wanted John to go to Italy, but latter preferred to stay 








where he was. John finished sixth grade. Mother paid board every six 
weeks and was two months in arrears. Mother sold store and gave auto to 
L.J. supposedly in part payment of a debt. Now didn't want to go to Italy 
|| and wanted John returned, Mother reported that she could get job at betwee 
| $50 and $60 a week but didn't want to work now. Tony was still attending 

/ continuation school. Wanted him to go to trade school. Wants John to come 
home. L.J. was selling groceries from wagon and she didn't see him much, 

| On October sixth CFS reported that mother was a bad influence over John and 
was trying to get him to come home. Mother denied relationships with L.J. 
and became enraged when accused of borrowing his car to come to see John, 
Rose reported that mother had fire at store and had loss of about $1000. 
Tony was now reported as being diseased because of relationships with girls. 
_||Mother now reported as having had operation on uterus in private hospital 
and Tony appendicitis operation. No indication of venereal disease at time 
of operation however. 

On December fourth mother's priest advised that John remain 
where he was. L.J. had left his wife and would not live with her. On 
January 5, 1923, mother owed CFS $88. On July sixth she owed them $192, 

CFS demanded lump sum of $50 and prompt payments thereafter. Tony was still 
out of work because of operation on throat. Mother was working but couldn't 
pay up for at least ten days. Property had been taken in a bank foreclosure 
q on 12-18-22. In August mother was working and earning about $30 a week. 
llpony was earning about $18 a week, Mother now owed CFS $125, In September 
Rose reported that L.J's wife reported that mother and L.J. were still to- 
gether. Mother bought L.J. suit for $45. L.J. recently commenced to work. 


| Tony gave all his wages to L.J. Worker in one of the nearby settlements 
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| arto. that mother ite L. a ‘still were seises tink iow was ended, to be 








Be cicd to L.J's daughter. Mother had two mortgages on house still remain- 
| ing with her amounting to $16,500. Mother still owed $77 to CFS, 

i 

| In February of 1924 mother was living in different part of 
| ene city. Was working in pants’ factory and earning $24 a week and $12 


|iwhen she worked at home. Tony was still making $18 a week in repair shop. 





|| ces was willing to try John at home even though he was happy in foster home. 


a. was on suspended sentence to House of Correction for assault and batte 


|| officer reported that mother and L.J. were still carrying on old affair, 
||Mother was married to Mr. B on 3-26-34, 

On June 4, 1924 mother owed CFS $126 but they couldn't 
locate her, On December second mother was in Criminal Court on a charge of 
furnishing "straw bail", Mother now owed CFS $226. Antonio married L.J's 
daughter in August. Couple were living with stepfather and mother, John 


was returned for the wedding party of three days. 


‘ 


on wife and was ordered to pay her $10 a week on non-support charge. Police 
\ 
iif 


On January 6, 1925 stepfather disappeared. Mother now 
||mentea to marry L.J. L.J's wife refused to sign passport for him to go to 
|say. L.J. offered neighbor $50 to act as witness against his wife in 
|jorder that he might get a divorce, 
| On January 9, 1925 CFS reported that John was found to be 
hd bright and capable of doing ninth grade work though only in the seventh 
\r wanted to go to the Boston Latin High School. Mother now owed CFS $254. 
\|In June it was reported that John completed two grades in one year. He was 
mow ready to enter High School. Mother recently called in company of 


geline and said that they were reconciled, and that she(mother) was re- 


| 
| 


formed. Promised to have nothing more to do with L.J. Tony was to leave his 
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wife who was to return to her father(L.J J. Ak Mindy 2 never lived as nian 
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| and wife. Stepfather was to return to Italy. Mother was trying to have 
| L.J. released from the House of Correction. 

In October mother promised to pay whole bill to CFS when 
| John was returned. John was going to school seven miles away and had to 
| be driven to and from school. This couldn't be kept up all winter and he 
| might have to be placed somewhere else. On October ninth mother was work- 
| ing at $12. a week, Tony was living with her and making $28. a week. Step- 
father was in Italy. John wanted to go home and CFS was inclined to give 


this plan a trial. On December eighteenth mother was sentenced to six 


! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: 
months in jail for perjury. In June of 1926 mother returned from jail and 
didn't want to return to place where she had worked. Was doing work at 
home. Tony was again with her. John was doing splendidly in school and 

| went to see mother in jail once. In July 1926 John was to work on farm 

| near Boston so that he might see mother frequently. In September it was 

: reported that John was with Italian family in town of S... and was earning 
|| about $8. a week, Was entering second year of high school. Mother visited 
a once. Angeline reported that Tony was out late and gambled, CFS was 

| paving $5 a week board for John since he wanted to remain in school, 

| In January of 1927 CFS reported John well adjusted in town 
of S... and visiting mother on week ends. In June John reported that —s 


got place for him in leather store for the summer and for winter if he 


| 
. 

| 
| 
i 
| wanted to also. Principal of high school in town of S.... reported John to 


|| be clean and fifth in scholarship in a class of eighty. He and CFS wanted 
4 





|| John to stay in school till graduation. John was on the honor roll. Mother 


Pott 
|| was furnishing his clothing but paid no board. John was anxious to return 
| 


it 
il 
| 





home. John reported that mother was working in a clothing store. Tony was 
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$14 a week in leather store. On June twenty-fourth court ordered John re- 





























turned to mother. In August it was reported that John didn't get expected 
job and was working at a poultry market at from $8 to $9 per week, On 
September second mother was earning $25 a week and Tony was earning $30 a 
week and had own car. Tony took mother out riding. John wanted to remain 
in Boston and continue with school. John was now to go to High School in 
Boston. Promised to work and pay back board to CFS at rate of $5 a week, 
In December, however, John was again in town of S.... and in junior year of 
school and was earning enough to pay $5 a week board to CFS. Mother was 
paying nothing but gave him a dollar occasionally. In March 1928 John was 
reported to be in High School in Boston. Mother was now boarding a theatri- 
cal man and said she wanted to enter this business, John liked his new 
high school because they provided scholarships for college. Tony was out 
: of work. In December it was reported that John was on the football team of 
his high school and was to graduate June 1929. School authorities were 
\/urging him to enter Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Wouldn't bring 
mother to school to talk over this question, but mother wrote that she con- 
j;}sented to this. 
In August of 1930 probation officer reported that John was 
supposed to be at West Point. However in November it was reported that he 


|had begun to serve his three years on National Guard in preparation to go 


‘||to West Point. John wants to go to West Point and his lieutenant reported 


\|that he can go if he wants to. 
In this case we begin to see what it means to deal with 


parents who are anti-social and will give no cooperation to social agencies, | 


‘\|Probably if social agencies hadn't intervened in this case the mother would | 
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W ne have bakagaee down all her children into the same moral morass that she had 
|) sunk into. As it was the action of the various social agencies probably 
saved the two girls from the mother's immoral influences and gave John a 
chance to use his abilities. Theresa was however a victim to her mother's 
neglectfulness, and the social agencies were powerless in the face of the 
mother's opposition and shrewdness to do much for her in the way of provid- 


|| ing adequate care for Theresa. The mother throughout thwarted her own pur- 


poses and that of her children and she represents a type of person that is 
: most difficult to deal with since she is shrewd enough to evade all the 

li forces at the command of Law and Society. Also the fact that she was woman 

| of means added to the difficulty of bringing about legal action since she 

|| could always prove that she could adequately provide for the physical needs 
of the children. The least successful of the children has been Tony who 
\|}escaped the influences of the interested social agencies and consequently 
lived under the unhealthy environment which his mother provided for him i 
q longer than did the others. None of the children or the mother have further 
: records and this is also indicative of a certain degree of success on the | 
||jpart of the social agencies active on this case in preventing the children | 
‘||from becoming delinquent as a result of their morally unhealthy home 
|lenvironnent. The mother's paramour L.J. has a very long record the latest | 


| 


jjlast surrendered for sentence on January 31, 1933 and again defaulted proba- 


of which centre about contimued neglect of his wife and children. He was 


‘||tion in August of the same year. 
| 


| 
! 








ase XIX. T.FAMILY 
Edward- three years; Joseph- one year. 


The mother of this family was a habitual drinker and 
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| neglected both ‘tonic ty PET well a ued Pather Seiont 411, lost 
his job, became discouraged, and deserted for England by getting himself a 
job on a freighter. The parents were both Irish by birth and were about 

the same age. They were Roman Catholic by religion. Father worked as fire- 
man for a gas company at $12.50 per week. 

On August 29, 1914 priest of parents! church reported that 
landlady complained of mother's drinking, Father was a sober man and was 
very industrious, Of late had beaten mother very severely, especially when 
she was intoxicated. Mother often was intoxicated for four to five days 

and children went hungry, and were only half-clothed, Mother was found at 
home with both eyes blackened by father. Mother was sober and furniture 

was packed ready for moving. Father had gone to look for a tenement, Father 
beat her because she was drinking. Children appeared to be poorly fed and 
looked emaciated. Mother appeared to be respectable when sober, Landlord 
reported that father was steady worker and drank some, but was never drunk, 
father was discouraged and disgusted with mother who for past two weeks was 
drinking continuously. Father had beaten mother several times and landlord 
objected to this, Father hadn't beaten her since, 

On February 8, 1915 priest reported that mother was drinki 
at new home and father had deserted. Children were underfed and needed to 

be removed for neglect. On February tenth mother reported that father had | 
deserted several weeks ago. Now owed several weeks rent. On February | 
seventeenth the children were removed to the HDCC, Joseph was emaciated and 


hin. Edward was weak, Paternal aunt M who was a servant(maid) came to 


| 
| 
| 


bring food to children and also some clothing. Father hadn't been heard 
from since his desertion. On February twenty-fifth mother was in court and 


reported that she was unable to find employment. Was still living in same 
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. Made no opposition to placement of children. On May fourth priest 





a that father was at rectory. On May fifth agent met father at 
rectory. Agent placed father under arrest. Father pleaded guilty on no 
work basis. Probation officer was asked to assist father find employment. 
Father went to England because he was discouraged with home situation and 
lost job with gas company for leaving. Worked in London for a while, and 
then felt guilty for deserting family and returned by working way back on 
boat. Would like to work for the gas company again. Letter was therefore 
sent by agent to the Superintendent of the gas company. On May nineteenth 
the father didn't appear in court and defaulted. On June fourth father 
still had no work. On June twenty-fifth feather reported he had job as fire- 
man on Boston to New York boat at $40 month plus board. Asked to be allowed 
to pay up back rent before paying board for children. In September parents 
were anxious to have children. Parents were doing well. Father was paying 
ap back bills and would soon be able to pay for children or take them home 
again. Mother was not rae Parents asked agent to inspect home, In 
:- parents complained that they couldn't keep up home and at the same 


ather was to pay $2 a week for support of children. Father was given a 









ime support children outside of the home. Father agreed to pay for cunt 
uspended sentence of six months in the House of Correction. | 
In March of 1916 mother claimed that she hadn't been drink-— 
ing since January when she took the pledge in her church. Priest told her 
hat she would never have children unless she would stop drinking. Hasn't 


‘Christmas. Probation officer reported that father was paying quite regularly 


been drinking since. However admitted that both she and father were drunk 





hough in some arrears. In November probation officer reported that father 


padn't paid anything since July when he paid lump sum of $10. Parents were 


| 
|| 
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‘|| evicted three 








months previously because of drinking habits. Lady on first 


\| floor met mother recently in intoxicated condition, Father didn't appear 


in court and a default warrant was issued. Family couldn't be located, 


¥ In March of 1917 father and mother were arrested. Father 


i ' a 
= 


was a fireman at certain farm and made $18 a week. Handed over $50 to 
‘ probation officer for payment of board for children. Father promised that 


lhe would pay weekly if he would be allowed to return to work. Non-support 


if 


charge was therefore placed on file. 

In March of 1918 probation officer reported that family was 
|lunlocated and that father hadn't paid board for children since last autumn. 
'In March of 1919 still unable to locate family. Father paid irregularly to 
the court. Children were placed out and were doing well. It was reported 
that mother had died in the interim. Father's address was not known.Father 
lwas known to have been ill a lot the past winter and it was thought that 
‘|ithis accounted for his irregular payments. In March of 1920 it was reported 
| that father was unheard of long while and had made no payments for children. 
‘Probation officer thought that father might have worked way to England on 


\isome transport. In March of 1921 it was reported that children were doing 





ell in foster homes. Paternal aunt M requested that children might be 
fp aced in home supported by herself and father, HDCC made investigation of 
|fhome and found it suitable and children were returned on March 17, 1921, 


In March of 1922 children were reported to be well with 


|paternal aunt. Paternal aunt was satisfied with father's payments to her 
lkor caring for children. Probation officer reported that children were 
|better off than ever before, Paternal aunt was really interested in childrm 
|Hpcc had no knowledge of father's present whereabouts, 


In March of 1927 it was reported that Edward and Joseph 
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are in Ireland with their paternal aunt M. Had gone with consent of. 


| 


}}HDCC. Father and paternal aunt went to see paternal grandmother who was 





‘| very old and who died while they were there. Latter left them some property. 
‘|| Paternal aunt M wanted to live in Ireland and not return to U.S. HDCC con- 
| sented that she keep children with her. School certificates were sent to 
|| tretand for both children. Father still was sending money for children's 
|| support and was contempleting going to Ireland himself. Father had no more 
Fissent record than 9-14—27, drunk for which he was released, 

, Here we have a clear-cut illustration of the value of the 
|removal from home technique when it is used to relieve children from living 
_jjim an environment that is detrimental to their development and welfare. 
\|\"fhis case also illustrates very clearly the sobering effect which this 
|jmethod of treatment often has on parents who cannot control their conduct 


| 
: until they are put under some form of restraint or deprivation by the 
Jagencies representing law and order in society. 
| 
| 


| Case XX. DO.FAMILY 
 Eleanor- eight years and three months; Catherine- four years and ten 
months. 
The parents of these children were reported to be very in- | 
\temperate folk. Both parents were American by birth and were born in Boston, 
-limney were Roman Catholic by religion. They were both about the same age, | 
-|Pather was working as a teamster. 
On August 3, 1911 neighbors reported that mother gave up 
ther home over trouble with husband, Mother went to city of B..... 
On April 15, 1914 police officer reported that parents 


, ere drinking heavily. Father worked and so did mother to a lesser extent. 





| hildren were frequently left alone and were badly neglected since there was 
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om one to sabe urket the. Parents were found at home and mother denied 
that she was drinking. Said that she worked every day except Sunday and 
that she left children with Mrs, H. Mother was providing for the family 
since father was loafing practically all winter and lived on mother's earn=- 
ings. Father was drunk and appeared to be good-for-nothing. The home was 


Clean and the children appeared to be well-cared for. Police officer re- 


; 
ported that father was no good and was drunk all the time. Hasn't worked 
all winter as far as he knew. On Mey fourteenth Mrs. H reported that she 
: was caring for Catherine regularly while mother worked, Reported that 
_|\father was no good and drinks all the time, but never works, Mrs. H. has 
of her own accord made complaint in court of non-support against father. 
Father pleaded not guilty. Mother testified and father was found guilty 
end sent six months to House of Correction which he appealed. April 5,1915 
mother was before the court on charge of drunkenness and violation of city 
ordinance, Also on January first mother was allowed to go home on personal 
j |\|recognizance to February first but defaulted at the time, Father was at 
‘\iState Farm. Mother was living with people who were said to be drinking, 
Case was continued to August eighth. Mother was held in sum of $200 and was 
jumable to furnish bail. Was hence committed to the County Jail. Agent was 
asked by the probation officer to investigate situation. On April sixth 
probation officer reported that CCB worker was to take children to HDCC. 
hildren with boarding woman who reported that mother was previously unknowm 


to her, and that mother often used to leave children alone. Children were 


previously at an orphan asylum. Sunday previous mother became so drunk that 







she had to call police and have her arrested. Children were taken to the 
HDCC. On April eighth mother was placed on probation for a year with under- | 


_|ptanding that she go to the HGS. Default of city ordinance, vix..profan 
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On July 22, 1915 paternal aunt MC said that father wes re- 
leased from the State Farm about six weeks previously. Was since living 
with her and working as an expressman, Hasn't tasted drink since release 
and will not do so under her supervision. Mother was to be at HGS for four 
more months. Paternal aunt felt that father would be better off if he never 
would live with mother again. Expected to buy horse and wagon for father. 
Willing to spend a few hundred dollars on him if he behaves. Would like to 
have children from the HDCC. Said that she was lately from New York, where 
her husband was still conducting his own business. Said that she would 
never allow children to go to father without permission of Society. Father's 
sister and maternal grandmother would not interfere in case according to 
paternal aunt MC. Seemed to be respectable person. Said that she was never 
drunk in her life. In July HDCC reported that aunt was at home asking about 
children and had made favorable impression. HDCC were about to send childre 
on summer vacation but would delay to consider aunt's plea. Aunt left for 

_ \fhome soon after making her plea for the children, In December visited 
father who was with paternal grandmother. Father was recently released from 
he State Farm. Had had several hemorrhages. Mother was working and so was 
paternal aunt. Tenement was in fair condition. Father was sick and intox- 
icated which he however denied. Paternal grandmother also denied drinking, 
No doctor had been called to stop hemorrhages. On December thirtieth chil- 
dren were returned to mother since she hadn't been drunk since she was on 
\probation. | 
On April 5, 1916 landlady reported that parents were drink- 
ing and that father was beating mother and hollering at all hours of the | 


night. Home consisted of two fairly clean rooms in basemen Father was in| 
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Ilvea and was intoxicated. Was also cursing and swesring. Mother had been 
44 
\iarrested in March for drunkenness and released on recommendation of proba- | 


i 


‘|| tion officer. Judge reprimanded and scolded mother and warned her of 


further consequences. On April sixth mother again went to HGS saying that 
|with man like father no one could behave. On April eleventh landlady re~ 

\ported that she put father out and that children were with paternal grand- 
) jmother, who promised to care for them. Landlady blamed mother for father's 
eine and wouldn't believe that father was drunk. Paternal grandmother 
| had black eye and there were six or seven disreputable looking women in the 
|pettchen. No liquor in sight. On April thirteenth father was at court with 
| 


-jlagain removed to HDCC, 


children. Agent reported actions of parents for past month, Children were 


In April of 1917 probation officer reported that parents 
\had been sentenced to State Farm in September and had been released in 
|February. Parents were now living with paternal grandmother, Home was 

ils pported by paternal uncle and paternal aunt MC. Home was very clean. 
_|Pather was driving a coal truck and mother was working by the day. Parents 
sre supposed to be doing very well and even saving money in the bank.Agent 
jhowever protested return of children to parents, Paternal aunt said that 
a would care for them and Judge finally agreed to give agent time to in- 
estigate. Mother reported father was earning $16 a week. Coal company for 
which father worked reported that father worked about three weeks this time 
‘\and short while before was discharged for drunkenness, Father could work 
‘|if he didn't drink. Children however returned to parents on April twelfth. 
lor May eleventh mother was arrested for drunkenness and sent to jail on 


| 
| 


default of $100 bond. Probation officer reported that mother was arrested 


t 
} 
' 
‘ 
; 
: 
! 
' 


by private citizen who held her for police officers. Latter said that 
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mother took $40 from 
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him 


while in room with 
}| mother because of fear of implications. Paternal grandmother reported 


that mother hadn't been seen since she went to work on Monday. 
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Father was working for a coal company and paternal grand- 
mother claimed he wasn't drinking. Children were attending parochial 
school. Mother was given suspended sentence to State Farm by court. Childre 
| were to remain with paternal grandmother pending good behavior of father and 
Beither's staying away from children. On October twenty-third father was 
|} still with paternal grandmother. Mother was arrested and was now in the 
|| HGS because of preferred adultery charge and filed charge of drunkenness. 


‘|| Children reported all right in mother's absence. 


‘| On October 23, 1918 family had moved and was not located. 


: | Later probation officer reported mother was caught in immoral act with man 
|by Eleanor and neighbors. Mother was also drinking. Father died on October 
| thira at the House of Correction. Was still awaiting burial. Warrant was 


lissued for mother, and children were to be held by probation officer if 


paesher were arrested. On October twenty-sixth probation officer reported 


Jester in court. Would probably be sent to the Reformatory for Women. 


4 


_— were to be taken home by paternal aunt. One of children was wit- 
; 
‘jimess against the mother. Mother was ordered committed to Reformatory and 


y 


| 
| 
|November term of the court. Judge ordered agent to dispose of children, as 


she appealed. She was ordered to recognize in sum of $500 before the 
' 


|| Society saw fit. On November twenty-ninth mother was sentenced to three 
‘| 
‘|| months jail. 


| In October of 1919 mother's address was unknown, HDCC 
| reported children placed out in good homes. Nothing was known of mother's 


} 


i 


location, Felt that if mother's reputation was so bad, children should 
| 
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application for children and address was still unknown. In September of 
1925 Social Service of the City Hospital reported that mother living with 
twodaughters at such address, and that Eleanor who was working in a Laundry 
was in infectious stage of syphilis and had come to skin clinic. Eleanor | 
refused to give mother correct diagnosis and continued to sleep with mother 
and sister Catherine. Social worker was forced to tell mother and mother 
agreed that girl be removed and treated, Mother wasn't drunk but smelled 
of liquor. Probation officer felt that action should be taken. Eleanor 
was committed to Women's Reformatory as stubborn child. Latter appealed. 
Agent inquired of HDCC how it was that Catherine was reported in free home 
and Eleanor with relative though they were with mother under bad conditions 
even though under court continuance, Probation officer in another court 
also didn't give cooperation on surrendering Eleanor because of syphilis 
even after explanation of situation was made. Other probation officer 
excused self by saying that she thought that Eleanor was too old for the 
Home and that she didn't know that Catherine was home with mother. Later 
HDCC reported that Catherine had been removed from home. Mother appeared 
to be taking drugs. Home conditions were not very bad, but Eleanor was 
riding with other girls and men other day. HDCC superintendent was sur- 
prised that Eleanor was arrested so many times without anyone ever letting 
him know about this, especially blamed Eleanor's probation officer who 
kmew that she was in care and custody of the HDCC. Superintendent of HDCC 
had been fooled by paternal aunt's good appearance into giving children to 
her two years ago and latter had handed children over to mother. Later 
probation officer reported mother under influence of liquor. Mother said 


that Eleanor was at hospital for treatment, and that she didn't know what 
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|| was matter with Eleanor. However probation officer became suspicious and 


found Eleanor hiding under couch and gave her choice between going volunta-= 


rily to the House of the Good Samaritan or being surrendered to Judge. 


— a eS = = 
— [> 


Eleanor agreed to go to the House of the Good Samaritan where medical treat- 


ment was arranged. Eleanor had six more months probation and probation 
officer was going to try to get it extended for another year, On October 
fifteenth attorney asked whether Catherine could be placed with paternal 
grandmother. In November City Hospital was notified of accomplishments. 

In June of 1927 HDCC reported that attorney asked to have 
Catherine's case filed. Attorney reported that mother kept good home and 
was working in laundry at good pay. Eleanor when she had full week made 
between $47 and $50 a week as fancy stitcher in shoe factory. Eleanor came 
to court with mother, Catherine was living with a police officer's family, 
and foster mother was annoyed with some of her habits and wanted to get rid 
of her, Mother reported that Eleanor was behaving since returning from the 
House of the Good Samaritan last autumn. Not going around with man any 
more. Mother was not drinking for a long while and thought she should be 
allowed to have Catherine, Mother has had no record since 11-6-18.Eleanor 
has long record from 12-ll-22 larceny through 5-12-24 stubborn child; 7-5=24 
profanity; 9-10-24 larceny; 2-17-25 drunk; 3-5=-25 drunk and stubborn; 7-5-27 


drunk; and 9=7={27 drunk; nothing further. 


The main symptom of the problem is the intemperance and instability of the 


parents. Probably both had something emotionally wrong with them which made 


it impossible for them to adjust to their situations without the aid of 
liquor. The parents furnished absolutely no patterns for the children to 


The children had to be continually removed until about twelve 





Here we have a family maladjusted socially and economically 
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years alia obgldeen sie no longer ae fakulta followed by the 
court and the Society no longer. Nevertheless Catherine had probably been 
saved from degenerating to the level of her parents as is shown by the fact 
that she has no delinguent record of any kind to this day. Eleanor did 
have more experience with the degenerate parents because she was with them 
longer and was older and understood more. Also such trauma as finding her 
mother having illicit relations probably had some effect in bringing about 
her own emotional instability and unrest, and led her into the many delin- 
quencies she has been caught at. Also her diseased condition came about 
probably as the result of loose morals which one almost might say was her 
heritage from her parents. However the long follow up of all the agencies 
interested has been beneficial in sobering the mother somewhat and in halt~ 
ing Eleanor's increasingly criminal career. The case is also interesting 


from the point of view of showing how even social agencies bungle up matters 


despite all the care they take to do their work carefully and accurately, 
as in the fact that Catherine and Eleanor lived with their mother when she | 
was still irresponsible while the agencies were under the impression that | 
the children were placed in good foster homes. Shows lack of cooperation 


from some quarters. 


Case XXI. BT.FAMILY 
Edward- thirteen years; Elsie- eight years. 





The mother of these children was feeble-minded and intem- 
perate, and was found to be immoral as well. Father was away from home and 


as serving in the navy as a skilled mechanic, Mother placed children with 


a colored woman and when father returned he objected to this placement, Par-_ 


ents were American by birth and Roman Catholic by religion. 
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On June 22, 1915 it was reported that Edward and Elsie were 


boarding with a colored woman Mrs. C who seemed to be giving them reasonably 





good care. However Mrs. C seemed to be in poor health and Elsie was also 
li rather delicate. Mother was leading a disreputable life. Owed thirty dol- 


. 
: lars in board for children. Father was working on the U.S.S. N....... asa 


| 
| 
first class machinist and was not aware of mother's condition. Mrs. C 
\iwanted children removed from her care as she wasn't well, Edward seemed to 
|ibe very bright child and reported that mother was drinking and consorting 

: with men. Mother had left the children with Mrs. C since August 1914, pre- 


sumably because she had to go to work in a bakery. She did work there for 


a short while and was paying $5 a week board on the basis of four weeks in a 

month. Mother had come to see children only six times. Board money was 

always left with maternal grandmother. Edward was doing well in school,but 

was having trouble with his eyes. Mrs. C had three children of her own,the 

youngest of whom was illegitimate. Father was now on leave of absence and 

said that he made $44 a month. Said that he wanted children placed else- 
here, Mother appeared to be slovenly and said she was sick and hence 


couldn't come to see children much during last six months. However didn't 


+? ee 


look as if she had been ill. Maternal grandmother promised to care for 
\lchildren if no other place were found but has two young children herself by 
lla second marriage. A certain Mrs D reported that mother boarded with her 
for two months as Mrs. C in company of a Mr. C. In July father reported tha 
) e was going to an aviation camp in Florida to serve out term of enlistment. 
ay bring family down later. Children were to be boarded with brother's 
mother-in-law Mrs. F. On July tenth Edward was with Mrs. F, Elsie had 
measles and wasn't transferred yet. To receive $20 a month board for chil- 


ai: en. Home fairly good. On July twentieth Mrs. C reported that mother and 
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eternal grandmother objected to placing Elsie with Mrs. F and hence sh 
remained with her. Mother was working in a candy store in M.... and said 
she would take Elsie herself if she continued to work. In August it was 
. reported that father stopped allotment of $35 a month to mother because she 
refused to place Elsie as he desired. Later mother reported that mother 
beat her up and took children to maternal grand aunt in F...R.... 
said that she would apply for divorce, 
In October it was reported that children were placed with 


maternal grand aunt. Latter said that she would keep children only as long 
as board was paid. 

In October of 1920 Mrs. Y reported concerning family.Father 
had two children and enticed wife of another man to come and live with him, 
Latter gave birth to an illegitimate child by him. Father was very cruel to 
Edward and beat him so hard that he left marks on his body. In November 
informant reported that woman's name was Mrs. J. Latter's sister objected 
to present arrangement. Mr. J was Protestant and Mrs. J was Catholic. 
||\November eleventh the DCG reported that they received illegitimate child 
Dorothy born to mother by Mr. M of city of W.... where mother and Mr. M were 

arrested, Mother had left this illegitimate child with colored woman on 
March 1919. Mother was arrested for drunkenness and Mr. M on bastardy com- 
Dorothy was with the Trustees of the City of Boston. 


being treated at the Dispensary for congenital syphilis. Father left navy 


_ 


Mrs. J reported that her husband didn't object to her livin 
vith Mr BY(father). Mr.J was abusive to her and gave her only $6 a week to 
Mrs. J planned to get a divorce from Mr. J as soon as possible 


and marry Mr. BT. Mrs. J said that she and father were not intemperate. 
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Father was a good man, kind, and a hard-worker, Father gave her $30 a week 
out of which she was also paying $6.50 in rent. Both however drink Italian 
wine. Home was bare and unfurnished, Little coal in house and only one 


fire in kitchen. Home was however clean and well-kept. Baby seemed to be 


in good condition. Father admitted that all of Mrs. J's statements were 


true. Acknowledged paternity of Leo. Father wanted to marry Mrs. J as soon 
as possible and will continue paying on furniture. Father was willing to 


move to separate room if children could continue to live with Mrs. J. Didn't 


‘want state to take children. Had a good job. Said mother served divorce 
|/papers on him September 1920. Mother didn't ask custody of children. Mrs. 


\J agreed to separate from father and not to cohabit with him, Later father 


said he was going to take smaller apartment for Mrs. J and the children and 
@ room for himself nearby his place of work. Had already paid up about $250 
on $650 furniture bill. Agreed to give children necessary hospital care. 
Mrs. J agreed to live up to agent's requirements. Agent to visit at any 


time. Father moved on November sixteenth. Father reported Mr. J used to 


‘abuse Mrs. J and said that they were not trying for divorce since they 


feared excommunication from the Church. Father had been altar boy when a 
child and caused paternal grandfather who was Protestant to turn Catholic. 


Father said he got along well with Edward and that when he and Mrs. J went 


\jto movie show they took children with them, 


On November twenty-third agent found in court records 


4 decree for divorce nisi for desertion, which was granted by court. No order 


brought to home of mother by informant. In December there was still no 








was made concerning children. No request for custody was made by mother in 
the libel. Maternal grand aunt W said that it was understood when divorce 
was granted that mother was to see children once a week and they were to be | 


| 
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order concerning custody of children and father said that he was working 
ii 


} 






|| three days per week. Was having breakfast and supper with children and left 


‘jjat 8 p.m. when children went to bed. Was to try to get work in store doing 





up bundles. Wouldn't take relief until forced to do so, 


| Mrs. J now wanted to divorce Mr. J and marry father. De- 


sired to legitimize Leo and have the right to live open and free life, Elsie 





lwas well-cared for, and Mrs. J had made five dresses for her. On December 


eC —— — 


twentieth Mrs. J made agent wait long while before allowing agent to enter. 


AS in company of Mrs. B who was divorcee whose children had been taken by 


| 
| 


the state. Had been thrown out by father once before, and mother said that 


she didn't like Mrs. B's company since latter was trying her best to make 





more trouble for her. Father was working and employer sent a bundle of 

second hand baby clothing for Leo. In December agent found Mrs. J in company) 

of EH who said he had been gassed in the U.S. Army at Argonne. Left house at 
i] 


noon presumably to look for a job. Mother admitted she was drinking Italian | 


vine. Said she didn't like to have Mrs. B come to house as she was a snooper’ 


| 


\Edward and Elsie came home from school and were served a good lunch by Mrs.J. 





Mrs. J's aunt reported that Mrs. J was industrious person 
but liked to drink. Reported that Mr. J was to blame for the whole affair 


since he allowed it right under his nose and was abusive to Mrs. J. Also 


as drunkard. Mrs. J's aunt, Mrs. RS, hoped that Mrs. J could marry father 





end keep children as she really loved them and was a good housekeeper. Mrs. | 
RS' home was in excellent shape. On December twenty-third agent investigated 
father's room and warned mother against drinking. Mrs. J admitted that 
father had been there with EH day that she wouldn't admit agent and that was 
bnly time that she was drunk, Agent warned her that children would be taken 


|jif she didn't stop drinking. Children were in good condition and a nice pot 
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Hoe stew was on stove waiting for them to come home for lunch. Agent also 
; i] 


’ Diwarnea Mrs. J against allowing Mrs. B to come to home. Day before Christmas 



























mother reported that Mrs. B was scared by agent's warning and was now afraid 
llto come to home. On December twenty-sixth agent found father in home.Pather 
jagreed to move to more decent and smeller flat. Denied heavy drinking and 
|| sesa that he and Mrs. J drank only some wine. Father was ill. On December 

| twenty-seventh Mrs. J said that she now wanted to divorce Mr. J and marry 

Pl gether. On January 2, 1921 Mrs. J reported that she was lonely. Father was 
lafreia to stay after meals and Mrs. J asked Mrs. B to leave on New Years Eve 
|\lwhen she had come to home with a bottle of whiskey. Mrs. J said that she 


lwas willing to do right. Agent said that father could stay until children 


— es 2 


lwent to bed or left the home. On February fifteenth Edward reported he saw 
mother at Dispensary taking same treatment as he was(for syphilitic infec- 
| tion). 

We now turn to the case record of the J family. On April 
thirteenth in 1921 Mr. BT was working at a garage in city of F.....R.... 
jiend was gone for seven weeks. Said of baby that he "was the ideal of his 
jlife". Expressed desire and anxiety to marry mother. Home was at this time 
leery dirty. On April 28, 1921 father(Mr.J) reported that he was willing to | 
|divorce mother. Bore mother no malice for her treatment of him. Said he 


was still drinking though less than before. Mr. BT was at home with baby 


now very dirty and untidy. Mr. BT didn't deny mother(Mrs.J) was drinking. 
\Said he would warn her that he would board children elsewhere if she didn't 
'||stop. Wanted to marry mother and thought she would be all right thereafter, 


| 

i 
|l(Leo). Mrs. B was there and was chased out at request of agent. House was 
i 

| 

| anted to send mother and children to New Hampshire for the summer to some | 
{ 


_——————_—_— 


distant reletives or to take four room house in H... P.... at $17 a month 
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liana hire large piece of land with another man for $5 and grow vegetables.In 


4 





{ 


\|aagr mother had black eye and said that she had fallen down the stairs.House 
Meds moch cleaner. Maternel grandmother bought new dress for Elsie, Mother 
‘ined only wretched clothing. Evidently there was no money for other things 
_iatter food and rent bills were paid up. Mother said she was willing to wait 
jean September when father could sue for divorce on grounds of desertion. 
Father was not willing to pay for the divorce. In June mother applied for 
aid since they didn't have enough and father was not eating in home for that 
reason. FWS voted temporary aid for this reason. 

In July Mr. BT gave up room because he couldn't afford it 
and slept in "flop houses" at fifteen cents a night. Paternal aunt, Mrs.BT 


gave mother $1 and promised to bring shoes for Elsie. Mother was drinking 





amaica Ginger for cramps in the stomach. Mother received notice to quit 
for failure to pay rent. Mr. BT finally got job back. On July eleventh 
landlady reported that Mr. BT returned at 2 a.m. staggering drunk Sunday 

morning. Agent found Mr. BT and man "Pat" drunk in home and ordered them 


out. Mother was hidden in closet and was much ashamed. Admitted she had 


ST 


had one glass, Mr. BT and "Pat" were supposed to be going on trip on ship | 


for a week to Virginia as they had a job on the S.S.M....... On July twelft 
mother was drunk, sick, and was vomiting. Said that she had to move on 

| Thursday and Elsie was found to be very dirty. lLandlady reported family as 
being very intemperate. Children were reported dirty and unkempt. Edward 
lied about Mr. BT not being there. Mr. BT made gesture of kissing them all 


good-bye, saying that he was leaving for two weeks. On July 13, 1921 "Pat" 







and young girl were found in dining room. Mr. BT also in home and said that 
he had missed the boat. Young lady boasted that she had money to burn and 
Was very impudent. Complaint of neglect was made in court against all three 
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children. On July fourteenth Leo was placed in mother's possession and 
Edwerd and Elsie were placed care and custody of HDCC. Leo also in care and 


custody of SPCC though mother's possession. Furniture Company also announce 


on this date that furniture was to be removed for non-payment. On July 


sixteenth at Temporary Home for Working Women.(All references in parenthesi 





until we come to BT case record again refer to information in that record 

| which is concomitant with the J family record). (On July fifteenth children 
| were adjudged neglected and Edward was committed to City Institutions Dep 

| ment for treatment,father to have him returned when treatment completed. 

| Institutions Department report that they would try to place Edward who was 

sent by them temporarily to the HDCC. Elsie was also placed with the HDCC.) 


, Leo in mother's possession. (On July seventeenth father was reported to be 


father was reported to be a drinker by fellow-lodger.On July twentieth pro- 
prietor of neighboring grocery store reported that father was drunk last 


three days. That Mrs. B was kind to family and that Mrs. J was cause of 


|| father's drinking.) 


On July twenty-second mother was with her brother in Q.P. 


| 
| 
asking that Elsie be placed with maternal grand aunt W. On July nineteenth | 
who bought her new clothing and will care for her and for Leo. (On July 

) 


_ twenty-second father was with his brother and his sister-in-law asked if she 


| could have Elsie with her as she had no children of her own,though married 


| nine years. Edward was reported to be with maternal grand aunt W and sleeps 


on couch in her home, Latter wanted to have Elsie also. Agent however dis- 


| couraged this plan for while being. In August mother's probation officer 


| (i.e., the mother of Edward and Elsie) was reported as having record in 1919 


ll of larceny, lewd and lascivious, and charge of nightwalking. Mother's men- 


tality was now little over seven years and Wassermann was positive. Mother 


|Was married to FJR. Later in August Probation Officer reported that both M 
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end mother were contributing to the support of their illegitimate daughter 


TT 

iy 
i 

\ 

if 

-! 


a - Didn't think much of Edward's foster home since mother was arrest 


ed for drunkenness from there in 1919.) 


: 
In October mother(Mrs.J) was caring for the housework for 
: ‘Mrs. MCL, her sister-in-law and was doing dressmaking. Mother has new 


interest in her child and was warned that she would have to leave brother's | 
house if she drank or returned to her friends. Mother promised to stay in | 
brother's home and Leo seemed to be looking much better. Putative father 
‘BY was sending money but wasn't working regularly. On January 11, 1922 ! 
mother reported Mr. BT sending about seven dollars a week. Wanted to marry | 
him. Sister-in-law reported that mother was doing well and that baby was 
also well cared for. Home was very attractive and tidy. (On Jamuary six- 
teenth father's sister-in-law reported that father was away about four week 
Didn't know where he was. Now didn't want responsibility of Elsie as she 
had decided that she wanted to go to work.) On January seventeenth mother's 
sister-in-law was at office and reported that mother was sober but reported 
| that Mr. BT was living on same street in her brother's home(that is sister- 
: in-law's brother). Putative father was calling on mother but they never 
|jwent out alone with each other. Mrs. MCL wanted agent to make allowances 
for their mutual fondness for each other. Mrs. MCL intimated that she 
wouldn't be sorry if mother left as Leo was disturbing her daughter's rest 
period. However denied that she wanted mother to move, at least until she 
could be placed under good supervision. Suggested that she might get place 


where she could do housework and live there with baby. In April mother had 







moved from brother's home and sister-in-law refused to give address. How- 
ever agreed to let mother know of visit. On April twenty-ninth mother re~ 


ported that she was keeping house for family called D.... in town of N...W.. 
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Willing that agent call. Said 


‘|lLeo was with her and was getting along well. 





= 
= 





|| she hadn't seen Mr. BT for a long while. On July twelfth mother's sister- 


|| in-lew reported that mother had fooled the D family and told them she was 


, 


i 
_(||Mrs. BI, Therefore father had been with her for several nights, and once 


_ || when she was sick with the grippe he spent three weeks with her. Then they 


lbegan to drink and Mr. D was moch disappointed in them since he had given 


\\Mr. BL a job in his market. Mr. D reported them to Mrs. MCL. He ordered 


q 


_||them out of the house on July tenth when he found they weren't even married. 


|lPresent whereabouts were unknown. On July twenty-seventh Mr. D reported he 


| 


P| was a business man and hence couldn't have his name implicated in the case 


by testifying in court. On August eighth mother was found with aunt Mrs.R& 
who said that mother was weak and had asked to be given another chance. Mr. 


— |[Br was in New Hampshire and his address was unknown. Mother was trying to 
q 
: 





get factory work, Mrs. RS blamed Mrs. MCL for deceiving the D family. Mrs. 


WRS was fond of Leo and mother, and promised to give them a good home if | 
| 
mother will under no conditions allow Mr. BT to visit. Mother was sleeping | 


jjon couch in parlor and Leo in a crib. (In September Sister D of the HDCC 
reported that father's whereabouts were unknown for a long while. Elsie was 
jigetting along very well. On December twenty-sixth HDCC reported that father 


was worrying CCB about $10 he paid to have Elsie boarded in a private home. 


| | 
Had paid no more than this. HDCC had father followed and father was seen | 


_ |jto meet Leo and Mrs. J on W.... Street. On January 19, 1923 father reported 


he couldn't marry Mrs. J till December of 1924. Father was paying $5 a week | 


board for Leo at Mrs. RS. Judge told him to try to arrange placement of 







| 
Elsie through the CCB.) On same date mother was found at home of Mrs. RS. | 
and reported that father was paying $5 a week for Leo's board. Mother said 


she had seen Mr. BT very little recently. (On January 6, 1924 Elsie was 
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al Biisctca still in care and 1 area of HDCC and had paid nothing for her 
since last Jamuary.) 
On January 16, 1924 Mrs. RS reported that mother and Leo 


jwere still with her and Mr. BT was paying child's board regularly. Mother 


. 
' 
Bs 


was doing well but wasn't very healthy lately. Planned to marry Mr. BT in 
June when she would also take Edward and Elsie. Here we turn back to the 
Me anily case’ record. 
i On January 18, 1924 father was working in factory, and was 
Dpatiing about $25 a week. Had been ill and unable to work for the past 
three months. Was paying $5 a week to Mrs. W, maternal grand aunt, who was 
Nouraine Edward. Edward was in court and was well, 

On January 16, 1925 father reported that he married Mrs. J 
on 12-21-24 by Justice of the Peace, and that they were living in R....... 
ented Elsie. In February it was reported that Elsie was to be with foster 
parents till end of school term. In April it was reported that Mr. J had 
died, 

In June neighbors reported that parents were drinking to 
excess and that father beat Edward very severely. 

In September of 1926 stepmother was out. Edward was living 
at home and was working in same oil company with father. Elsie was in sixth 
grade. Father was employed at oil company since 3-21-24, Later teacher re- 

} ported Elsie clean and well kept. Also well mannered but didn't attend } 
esularly. On September twenty-seventh father's foreman reported father 


was a good worker and had raised his salary recently. Father was known to 


drink at first but not now and worked regularly. Edward worked as an errand 


and office boy and seemed to be a good boy. Stepmother reported that father | 
hadn't had drink for about two years. Said she didn't drink either. Elsie | 
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went to summer school for seven weeks at cost of $10.50. Rooms were fairly 


-‘|| we12 furnished and clean, 


eee S| ae LT 


In July of 1927 father's foreman reported that Edward was 
now with maternal grendmother and reported that Elsie was abused by step- 
mother. Leo was also not well cared for and parents were again drinking. 
HDCC made same report and wanted children removed by court order. Elsie was 
now in R.... with foster family. On August third HDCC reported Elsie with 
family in B..... Elsie said she had lived with this family for five years 
previously and that she left home on 7-28-27. Reported that father lost job 
because of his drinking. Although given many chances he never reformed, 
Then worked in another oil company and lost job for same reason. Stepmother 
didn't abuse her but made her do all the house work since she was drunk most 
of the time since Jamuary. Lost school till March when attendance officer 
made her return. Was however promoted to the seventh grade. Stepmother 
once hit her in the nose with a coal shovel and slapped her face twice on 
day she left. Father and mother made her buy liquor for them. Reported 
that Edward was a good boy and didn't drink and that he was good to her. 

Leo was at home. She told neighbors where she was going to. Heard nothing 
from father and wanted to stay in present foster home. There were three 
sons in this family (youngest twenty-six) and a daughter in the family. 
Home was very excellent and in a very good section. 

In August Edward reported he left home three or four months 
ago. Told stepmother he was leaving. Gave her all his wages when in home 
and she gave him a dollar every now and then. Meals were very irregular as 
she was drunk almost all the time. Saw father occasionally but didn't talk 
to him. Intended to remain with maternal grandmother. Said that Leo was 


not abused, but wasn't well cared for. 
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Sicniatibde reported she picieewiiie ik had nervous shock 
caused by explosion at nearby oil company. Said that she wasn't drunk and 
said that Elsie hadn't told her she was leaving. Had only asked her to buy 
liquor once. Father was working as longshoreman,. Mother(of Edward and 


Elsie) was living under name of MN. end stepmother said that Edward went to 


' 
: 
! 


live with her. Father denied dismissal from oil companies for drinking. He 
and mother were divorced in 1917 or 1918. Didn't know whether she had re- 
married. Said she has child two years old besides others, Said he never 
asked Elsie to buy liquor. Stepmother was ill for fourteen weeks, Willing 
to leave Elsie in present foster home. Said that Edward wanted to go to 
the movies every evening and Elsie wanted to go with boys. Leo was very 
dirty. Man.was helping them to move. Landlady reported family owed $150 
rent and were being evicted. Father and stepmother were drinking since 
Christmas. On August twelfth Elsie was removed by court order. 


On August seventeenth Leo was sent to Temporary Home of 


|| Society to be on observation for poor eating and sleeping habits. On 








|| August twenty-fourth stepmother promised to give Leo regular meals and put 
him to bed at regular time. Judge also told mother to teach child to dress 
q himself. Mother promised to have him have tonsillectomy at the MGH. On 


 |jAugust thirty-first Leo was in better condition. Family were living in 


five rooms that were in good condition. In September stepmother reported 


that Leo was in good condition. Was in second grade in school, Mother 


hurt kmee and couldn't take him to clinic. Man in kitchen was shaving and 


|mother said that he was visitor. On September twenty-third Leo was ill 


with tonsillitis. Mother was to arrange for tonsillectomy at the BCH. On 


September twenty-seventh stepmother reported that Leo recovered from illness 


jand she seemed also to be in better condition. In November Leo's teacher 
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‘|| reported that he was : good boy and aS mae vee ae i 
acted that Leo had the measles, 

In February of 1928 father was packing fruit and wanted to 
return to the oil company. Wasn't drinking at all. In March Leo's teacher 
reported that he was all right. Later stepmother reported that father had 
returned to oil company in February and was earning $42 a week. In June 
stepmother reported that father was still working for the oil company. 

Leo was improving in his srithmetic and intended to send him to maternal 
ancle MCL in Q.P. Had heard nothing from Elsie. In August father was again 
discharged from the oil company partly for lack of work and partly because | 


of drinking. Edward was discharged for defrauding company of $90 in carfares 


doing well. On August twenty-eighth stepmother complained that father had 
been discharged because his pay had been trusteed by four different concerns 
for clothing, jewelry, etc. bought by Edward who was still a minor. Father 


On August tenth HDCC reported that Elsie was with daughter of Mrs. M and was 
had to pay $40 to one firm alone. Father was working as a machinist in 


another concern which seemed to be a permanent job. In September stepmother 
reported father had dislocated collar bone injury sustained while at work 
and will receive $18 a week compensation. In November stepmother reported 
father was still home on $18 week compensation. Was going to hospital three 
times a week and received money for carfare. Father now wanted some light 
work. Elsie was in same place. In December Leo was still doing well in his 
studies. Later father returned to work in same company. Wasn't drinking at 
all. Stepmother was helping Leo with his lessons. HDCC reported that Elsie 
returned to Mrs. M. 


In March of 1929 teacher reported Leo was better in school 


hough not very bright. Absent five days. Company reported father hadn't 


































ee re 


szatiso af 08% to yusqmos paibostteh tot Sestadoelh aaw brewhE. 





isioset a'osl dotad ai «lle te goldolsh 2)nes ,ytaamoo Ifo 
fad redder Jadd betroqex saddeaqess total adsaia fis. esw od gd 
ench ol .aeew « Spe Sailor eey des YuarrdeL al yaactos ito ¢ 
«ytaqmoo ff0 edd tot potolrow. Litse.eaw, aedter Jed? sasaece a 


fenregac of mid hoes ad Beboedtt Box oftectisiza aia: ai sa 


obese anw tedtet dampA ol ois f% aott gatdton Biwed 58H 12.9 mt x ou 


easwoed yLivag Sue drow to Moat tot yléteq yasqmos Llovedd moth be 


bedi sedtiat tadd Deatalqaoo senitomgese itdyfe-ytaer!) jeusgck «0 
ariencoo daorettib t403 yw Geeterre weed Gendt yag wid veusood pearadoets 
yadtet ,tcmia a ilisje sew odw SDtewhl yi tdaeod soda) pyr tewes |, 
ai tetaidoom a aa soidiow caw redéel ..amofe mttt ‘eno of O08 VES 
ioisemyete tedmetqe? al .dot ésmeaemtaq a ed, oO} hsmese do taw m189209 * 
xrow te 6ftuw hoatstave vistal enod xeLlos bstsooleth bad «adiat 
hotiogst sddoncsde todmevoll aI .doissensqnos aisew 6 ale evieost J 
stdt Latiqeod of gntog es! .noltesasameos aleew Big no emod Litie age: 
tide it amoe seals wou tadte% ,ststuse 16% vemos béovisoet bus Seow e 


stf ai Slew aalobh IfLive esw ood 1adme0s ul .seoslg emee ah ear etal 


nics ¢'nee¥ .vyasquoo emse al aiow of bemigtet yedtst tecai ae 


+ 


teI@ ¢adé betcoger DOCH  snoseel efd aAftv ced) saigied saw redvonqeta 8 
al emt ‘ott 


De 
+5, 
- 

‘ 


‘= 


i o E ee. ace), Bas, 
= sii 
foodoe at tetted naw oa] Setroqes tedoned ests: ‘te dorcel BE. . yom ae 


i'obst teftet hetteget yreqned 8a ta nda tons & «£5008 veo c 








































DM eesarned since February though called back to work. Stepmother was out be~ 
iicase of death of maternal stepgrandfather., Later father reported he re- 
turned to work but was soon laid off. Expected to return to work elsewhere 
while work was slack at factory. Leo was well. In April parents moved and 
father working as machinist in another factory. In June neither parent was 
drinking. Later stepmother reported that father working for ship company at 
seventy-five cents an hour. Leo doing well in school. Father had lost all 
\jinterest in Elsie. Edward lived with them till middle of March. Left to 

jjwork as a cook on a ship. Stepmother wanted to send Leo to camp. Home was 
|lelean and well furnished, Leo was well dressed. Teacher reported latter a 
Peery good boy. 

In July of 1931 Elsie was reported as being in trouble with | 

MC, an army man. Elsie was still with Mrs. M and was now two months preg- 
nant. Both wanted to get married. On July twenty-third stepmother reported 
\|that father worked nights. Elsie was supposed to have married in March and 
was now in New York. Father and Elsie's mother signed order permitting her 
marriage. Leo was doing well in school and liked it. Elsie's case was dis- 


missed in court on July twenty-fourth, 


In July of 1934 foster mother reported that Elsie's husband | 
vas a drunkard and beat her up very severely before he left on August 
eleventh and she swore out an assault and battery complaint for him. Mother 
as being aided by neighbors and said that before he left her he gave her 
$12 FERA money he was making. OPW agreed to give temporary aid. She later 
received $10 a week from OPW and OPW advised Elsie to make a non-support 


omplaint. 


Father's last record is 5-21-34 assault and battery for 
Which he paid $10 fine Also was in House o orre aa 
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j - for same offense. Edward's only record is on 8-20-34 for offense not 


| mamed and for which he received six months probation till February of this 


In this case we have parents who are so unstable and in- 


| temperate that the children have no chance of proper upbringing unless par- 


jlents are constantly watched and children's training is constantly supervised 
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year. Listed as a laborer, 
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The mother was incapable of bringing up children properly because of low 


intelligence and immorality. The father was handicapped by fact that he 
Iieert insecure in his relations with his mistress and couldn't marry her be=- 
a of legal obstacles and had a long fight to overcome his drives while 
jhe was waiting for permission to marry mistress. This tension, contimed 
for a long period of time, created an unhealthy atmosphere for the children 
who had to be removed for their own protection. As it is with the best care 
available for them the children have not made a very successful adjustment 
end Elsie, especially, was even pregnant before marriage, when only a minor, 
end was forced to marry. Has been treated very badly by husband and is in 
same position of insecurity as parents were and has created a new case for 
the Society. This family thus perpetuated itself as a sociel failure. It 
is hard to know what to do with a family so unadjusted and so lacking in 
background as to furnish no stable pattern to its children to follow when 
they grow up. Either of two things should be done. First the family can 

be limited in its growth and this being found to be impossible, the children 


should early be removed to make it possible to make them social assets 


‘|jrather than liabilities by taking them away from the baneful influences of 


their family. 
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\\case XXII. CS.FANILY 
|| Filomena- sixteen years. 


‘\lawaiting trial for violetion of the Mann Act with a man with whom she 
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jof Society in giving shelter and helping solve the problem. 
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Filomena was sent to the Society by the U.S.Court while 


travelled from her home in New York City to Massachusetts. Filomena's par- : 
ents were Italians and were Roman Catholic by religion. 

In November of 1926 the Assistant U.S. Attorney reported 
that young girl of sixteen was involved with a man in a white slave case. 
Both offenders were being held under the Mann Act. The girl seemed to be 


umusually intelligent and somewhat refined. The U.S. Court wanted assistanc 


Filomena was brought by a deputy marshall of the court. 
||Pilomena said that she was married at thirteen years of age and had had 
_||relations with her husband for a whole year before marriage. Because of 
this court gave consent to marriage and father also consented. Filomena was 
orn in New York and went as far as 6B grade in grammar school. After 

| \lmarriage her husband took her to Italian section of city and soon began to 
abuse her. Therefore she recently returned to parents. Became acquainted 
ith D and became infatuated with him; Therefore agreed to come with him to 
assachusetts and live here with him as his wife. Lived in this state with 
\Ihim for over a month. She maintained that she had never had any children 
mor had she ever been pregnant, 

Later it was discovered where she had lived in New York and 
hat her husband's whereabouts were unknown at present. However her sister- 
in-law's address was known. After her home was broken she returned to home 
of parents, but few days later her father came from Italy and told her to go. 


Therefore she went with D who promised to care and provide for her, 
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180. 
‘||Besiaes Filomena there were five younger siblings. Filomena wanted to re- 
turn home and said that husband would probably want to divorce her, 
U.S. Criminal Department reported a "No Bill" returned a= 
|i egainst Filomena. D was indicted and Filomena was given permission to re» 
turn to parents. D's bail was placed at $2500 and wasn't furnished. D was 
@ married man whose wife and children were in Naples, Italy. Filomena was 
unaware of this till morning of arrest. 
Later father arrived and was given address of nearby SPCC 
in New York, Filomena was not able to obtain a divorce except on grounds 
|}of adultery in New York and as she hadn't committed act there and wasn't 
Guilty of it in Massachusetts where she did, there were no grounds for 
Givorce. There was also little chance that Catholic Church would grant 


annulment because marriage was legal and with consent of all parties, and 


was consummated even before marriage. Only possibility was legal seperation 


Le ee ia 


Father was advised to confer with nearby SPCC in New York. Filomena was 
discharged and returned home with father to New York. 

In this case we have a very clear cut case of protection 
jiof a minor. Also we get a glimpse of the results of most child marriages 
jin our culture. The girl had no real understanding of her needs in the home 

| of her simple and ignorant parents who didn't understand the conduct of a 
oung adolescent girl with strong sex drives and probably the future will 
Pinot be too bright unless this girl is supervised in her further development | 
by competent social agencies who can make up for her parents who have no | 
nderstanding of her problem, except from the point of view of passing 


moral judgments on her so-called misbehavior, 
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‘\\case XXIII. NL.PAMILY 
|| Helen- eleven years and one month. 


The complaint was made in this case that a young girl of 
about eleven years of age was sleeping nights in automobiles and that she 
was often seen to flee from hase in bare feet. Helen was the only girl in 
home and was living with father and two older brothers, There was some talk 
of the possibility of incest in the home. 

In December of 1918 Mr. D reported that children were 
neglected. Mother was ill in the BCH. Father was drinking and left chil- 
dren without fire or food. Complainant reported that Helen was living with 
lthem. Father was working as a machinist and earning about $45 a week, and 
Si cermant wanted feather to be forced to support family. Informant reported 
Ihe had own children and could care for Helen only temporarily. Landlady 
stated that family were Swedish and Protestant. Said that family was living 
in her house since May. Also knew family before through friends. Mother 

as sick all summer and yet made an effort to keep home clean and children 
cared for. Mother was now in the BCH on her advice with severe heart and 
kidney trouble, and was on the danger list. Landlady cared for children for 
hree weeks hoping father would make some suggestion concerning placement, 
when she finally realized father was taking care of children for granted. 
Therefore, she placed Helen with Mrs. D who was supposed to like the child 
well enough to adopt her, Francis and Hugo were placed with a family that 
pdvertised through the paper for boarding children. Father consented to 
plan but didn't know whether or not he was paying the board specified. 
|Pather seems indifferent about mother and children, and didn't even go to see 


mother or children. 


On January 10, 1919, Mr. D at office reported that Helen 
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F| had been with him six weeks. Went to see father shortly after Helen was 


placed with him. Father was intoxicated. The two boys were in the room 
trying to start a fire and complained that they had no dinner yet at 10 p.m. 
Nothing in house except sausages and some biscuits. Father hadn't paid 


‘board for children even though he promised to do so. Wrote to father's 


place of business about this matter and told father that if he dicn't re- 


% move Helen by January twelfth he would bring civil suit. Society's counsel 


eeQQ2——&x<<— ) ees —_—— 






suggested that child be brought to office and sent to the Overseers of the 
Poor or to the Children's Institution Department. On January thirteenth 
OPW advised father to bring child to father's place of employment. On 


January twenty-seventh BCH social worker reported that mother had been dis- 


charged from the hospital. Mother didn't make a good impression because of 
her indefinite statements concerning herself. Agent couldn't trace the 
family. 

In February BCH reported that mother was in the House of 
the Good Samaritan. Hugo and Francis nen boarded with Mrs. L and 
father was paying board regularly. In March neighbors told a lot of gossip 
concerning Mrs. L's neglect of the children with her. Later Mrs. L reported 
that she had been boarding children for last fifteen years. Children had 
plentiful and very appetizing dinner when agent was there. Home was clean 
and comfortable. Children looked well-fed and clothed. Mrs. L was a 
severe and strict looking person and said that she had no affection for the 
children she boards. Considers it a paying proposition. No wasting of 
affection in this business. Children were allowed to pley in the cellar 
which was clean, dry and had a large stove lighted in it on rainy or damp 


days. Children however appeared to be a forlorn and woe-begone croup. Play | 


discouraged in ne home Mrs. L said that oriests in 
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neighboring church knew her well. Mrs. L asked for help from malicious 
















jlattacks of neighbors. Father came to see children every week and paid her 
‘$8 a week board. No trouble with father. Priest in church reported that 
-|Ithey did not know woman and said that this was probably not a very good 
Be ace for the children and recommended CCB. Later CCB agreed to investigate 
he boarding home. 

In March mother was in House of Good Samaritan as a 
hronic invalid. Said she hadn't seen children for a long while. Father 
|lcame to see her about once every two weeks and gave her long reports on the 
children. Didn't know where Helen was. 
In April father telephoned and reported that he was satis- 
bica with placement of children. Helen was placed somewhere in a suburb. 
CB reported nothing found that would detract from Mrs. L as boarding mother, 

In May it was reported that Helen was placed about a month 
go by father and latter was paying $5 a week board. Regular in payments 
but indifferent in regard to child. Boarding home was comfortable and there 
ere five children boarded in home, two of whom were babies. Foster mother 
paid she was registered by the state-and was emacs of children she 
accepted. Not impressed by father but liked the child and willing to care 
for her. Helen was clean and well-dressed. Promised to notify agent before 
\ehild removed. Mrs. L reported boys were well, Father was paying regularly. 
Said that she might take them to see mother in hospital. Wanted agent to 
make frequent calls to prove that her home was satisfactory. Helen's foster 
mother was later found to be registered with the State Minor Wards Division 
© board babies. 


In October mother was still at the House of the Good 


) 


Samaritan and father was now not satisfied with Mrs. L in caring for boys 
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In February of 1921 MGH social worker talked over family 
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a 
ss with agent. Mother was in the MGH with heart trouble and she 
| 


-_ live much longer. Wanted her to go to Long Island Hospital. Also 


a| 


liana that latter had five of her own, and had other children boarding as well 


wanted plan made for the children. She was referred to child-placing agency 


Later same reported to agent that a Mrs. R was boarding the three children 





es = 


Jone child had gland trouble and was removed to a hospital. Also one of 


Bliveitien’ s children seemed to have same. Father paid Mrs. R $18 a week board 





lout recently cut it down to $15. Not willing to place children with a 
child-placing agency. Children were well physically, but Mrs. R reported 
that Francis lied and stole small sums of money and that she thought Helen 

) as feeble-minded. Mother was transferred to Long Island. 

| In October of 1926 an anonymous complaint came on the tele- 
phone reporting that girl in family was very much neglected. Father and 
brothers were abusing her and there was a suspicion that there might even be 


Timinal abuse. Girl hadn't been to school for a week and stays away from 





home when she can no longer stand conditions there. Sleeping in hallways 
for last few nights. 
In November boy answered agent's knock and said that mother 

as dead. Father was at work and then Helen came to the door. Said she 
slept in hallways because she feared father, Said he had whipped her last 
year, Agent asked her if her father and brother were good and she answered 
in the affirmative. Home was in very poor condition. Landlady reported 
that she pities child since father drank and brought other men to drink at 


the home and when he wasn't there brothers were there and she was also 


3 eafraid of them. Attendance officer had been at the home several time 
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‘|| weignbor reported same as landlady and said that girl usually slept in auto 
2. 







|| of lady next door. 


* 
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Eepent six times and probably the night previous as well. One night dog 


Mrs. MT reported that she found Helen sleeping in her auto 


barked furiously and they found him in the car with Helen. She also slept 
}in their hallway and once was found after being away for a whole week in a 
shack on a beach. However managed to get to school fairly regularly. Few 


|| weeks ago was found in street at six a.m. barefoot and had apparently run 


| 
| 


|| home of Mrs. MT and they were in a quandry as to question of what to do with 


out of house. Stays away from home till all are gone and then goes to get 


some food. Also did own ironing and always looked neat. Wanted to stay at 


| jher. 

Mrs. P reported that Helen had worked for her all summer 
and seemed to be a very smart girl. Was surprised to hear that she slept 
in the streets and cars and hallways. Had seen father only four times and 
each time he was drunk, Her husband (Mr. P) reported that Helen seems to 
want someone to er of her(recognition and response is probably what 
he meant). 

On November 11, 1926 Mr. F, headmaster of Helen's school 
said there was something wrong with the child's life, but she refused to 
tell anything. One brother in school was in sixth grade and was bad boy. 
Latter had been sent to Lyman once. Other brother was all right. Helen's 
fifth grade teacher reported that she was good in attendance during the 
present month, but was very poor in attendance previous month. Looked well- 
nourished and was neatly dressed. However something seemed to be wrong. 


Francis' sixth grade teacher reported that he was her only behavior problem 
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‘\leffect on him. Francis said thet he didn't know why his sister slept in 
hallways and said that he was good to her and didn't want to go to Lyman 


again, 


| 
On November fourteenth father was found intoxicated. 
- |/Couldn't even stand and was nauseated. Agent called two police officers and 





father reported that Helen slept with him. Hugo admitted that this was true 
for last year. Francis later was privately interviewed and reported same, 
Couldn't find Helen in movie houses in which she was supposed to be. On 
November fifteenth the DCG reported that Francis was arrested in Q.... for 
larceny of bicycle and was put on probation. Within a month he was again 
arrested in D.... for breaking, entering, and larceny, and was sent to 
Lyman. Lyman School secretary reported that school would be interested if 
home were unfit. Parole department reported that they would recommend that 
Francis be placed in the care and custody of same department. Helen admitted 
that she slept with father for a year and also four or five times when 
father had man visitor stay all night and latter had to have her bed,Father 
was usually drunk when men stayed over night and she slept with her face to 
the wall. Helen maintained that neither father nor brothers had been in- 


decent to her. Said Hugo always cared for her, but Francis never did. Com—- 


SSS eS le er SL Oe 


plaint of neglect was made in court against all three children. Helen was 
placed care and custody of Society. Hugo and Francis on a temporary mitti- 
mis to the DCG. On the twenty-second the Society's doctor reported that all 
physical findings on Helen were negative. On November 23, 1926 Helen was 
found neglected and was turned over to the City Institutions Department on 

2 permanent commitment basis. The two boys were found not neglected and 


ere returned to home. 
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Father's last record was on 11-15-26 drunk. Hugo's record 








S| is as follows: 8-20-29 no license; 3-7-30 burglary, entry, at night and 
|i committed to Industrial School, but sentence was revoked on 3-11-30; 4-15-30 
| burglary and entering night, not guilty; 7-17-31 violation of parking mete 


4 nothing else. Francis has a very long record, in brief, thirty-three times 





from 10-20-23 burglary and entering, night, and sent to Lyman through 


1-22-27 use of auto without authorization and committed to Lyman on 7=21-27 | 

plus 10-14-31 registration not in possession; 2-25-33 parole; 10-14=33 re- | 
| leased under Hugo's name. Helen has no record at all. The OPW could not 
find the record for this family though they were indexed as being open case 
with them in April of 1932. Nothing further knowm about family. Here we 
see the inadvisability of returning children to an obviously inadequate 
environment as the two boys in this case were returned just because it was 
felt that there wasn't enough evidence of their neglect by father and even 
though father was known to be irresponsible and intemperate. However the 
father seems to have gotten enough control of himself not to earn any 


further record in this state at least. Helen of course was placed and taken 


care of permanently by the City Institutions Department and has also never 





earned any record, 


ase XXIV. HG.FAMILY 
Patrick-* eight years; Morris-* five years; Hannah-* three years; Eugene-# 
six years and one month, 
d (* as of June 22, 1917 when first removed) 
(# as of January 3, 1924 when first removed) 


The parents in this family were very intemperate over a 
long period of treatment and chronically neglected their children. The 


parents were both Irish by birth and Roman Catholic by faith. Father was 


__|| working as a day laborer at $2 a day. In the course of the years his 
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J hnaving died within six months of their birth. 


In February of 1916 police officer reported that family 
was in bad condition. Parents were drunk all the time and one child had 
just died. Neighboring dispensary also knew the case. Later police officer 
reported that father was drunk most of the time. Had entered home recently 
and found parents drunk in bed and children in bed with them. Baby, few 
hours old was found dead. Home consisted of two rooms in extreme disorder. 


Beds were very dirty and had no sheets. Mother said that she took them off 


to be washed. Children were dirty and had had no breakfast. Family lived 


on bread and tea day before. Family was awaiting father's return when he 
mould bring money for food. Mother reported that father was drinking heavil 
for last year and that she also drank but didn't get intoxicated, Father 
would work about three days and then drink the rest of the time, Baby died 
because born prematurely. Father was not abusive, but used vile language. 


other said that home was no place for children. There was going to be 


earning $2 a day as a laborer. There was no coal in the house and father 
as bringing wood from place of employment for fuel. Children were partly 
Hressed. Some clothing was heaped up in a corner. Mother said that she 
ould take children to her sister Mrs. K. Father's brother was a police 


officer and therefore police officers wanted to withdraw complaints, not 


| 

| 

| 
mothing to eat if father didn't bring back his pay envelope with him. Yas 
| 

1 

| 

t 

| 

| 


having known this fact previously. 
Father's employer reported that father was a good worker 
and did any work that was available. There had been little work for the 


past two weeks because of contimued bad weather. Employer considered him 
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rinking. Father was averaging about $6 a week. 
Paternal uncle who was also a police officer later reported 
ithat relatives help family, but that all aid goes for liquor. Both he and 


jother paternal uncle who was a conductor helped the family and were embar- 


irassed by father's disgraceful behavior. Paternal uncle suggested that 
ew: ask paternal aunt M to help with food until Sunday. Latter reported 
that children had been neglected several months, Father and mother drank 
jena kept wretched home. Paternal aunt reported that often when parents were 
but children were found all huddled up in bed and shivering with the cold. 
‘\Reported that she often contributed clothing and food and money almost every 
| eek, Said that father came to the home where she was working as a maid in 
jan intoxicated condition and thus embarrasses her. Mother is no better and | 
Retcsiken that premature birth came as a result of mother's drinking day be- 
fore. Gave agent $1 for food. Thought that children must be removed at 
once. 
Father was next seen and appeared to be a slight dissipated 
- Worked two and a half days and had $2 in pay envelope. Employer took 
lout $1.75 for rent. Police officer brought bread and milk for the family. 


Azent and children had lunch, Father spent some of his money for food. 


drinking, 
On February twenty-eighth paternal uncles came to SPCC 
office and decided that Society should do all in their power to protect the 


hildren, Neither would take any of the children as they felt father would 


‘Look upon this as a means of shifting responsibility. Paternal uncles 
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ather said that there was no work and would work if there was any. Admitted | 
| 
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.. as bad as father they could do nothing. Neither was willing to testify 
| 


- || because of their jobs. 
| Patrick's teacher reported that he was undernourished. Had 
Bieerricient clothing and did poor work. Attendance was very poor. Agreed 
[ts testify. School nurse reported that child was anemic. Police officers 
Bi agreed to testify. 


] On March 2, 1916 father was working and there was enough 
|food in the house for the day. Neighbor reported that father was seen drunk 


| several times. Mother may drink but was never seen intoxicated. Another 





Sabighbor reported that both varents were intoxicated and were causing dis-~ 
 |\turbance and were having intoxicated guests. Settlement worker complained 
; of parents' drinking. School visitor reported that the house was in 


| 
jwretched condition, was dirty and meagrely furnished. Police officer was 


iW 
| 


| 
Willing to testify that he saw mother intoxicated. Paternal uncle reported 
: ane he was now willing to take Patrick if father was willing to stay away 
: nd other paternal uncle would take care of another child by paying for him 
lim a private foster home. Father was at home and was sober. Had earned 
lesa and had $6 left after deductions were made for rent and wage advancement 
es: seid that he could keep sober if he wanted and had been so last week. 
- iouse was in better condition and there was coal fire burning. Plenty of 
ood in home. Neighbor was afraid to testify as she often left her children 
| a and feared that father might harm then, 
| On March 7, 1916 complaint of neglect was made against 


Patrick, Morris and Hannah. On March tenth children were found to be 


meglected but were to remain with parents under the supervision of the SPCC 
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li agent. On March fifteenth mother reported that family was moving to two 








|| room apartment and mother was to care for lodging house in return for $1.50 





|| and lodging. Mother said that father was not drinking and children had the 
| necessities of life. Mother was cordial and cooperative. On April sixth 
' mother was at office. Said that father had worked two afternoons since 


| moving. Was drinking on and off for two weeks. Kept family awake the pre- 


| 
| 
vious day. Mother wanted children placed with uncles, Said that she ont 
| probably obtain work and pay for their board. Mother quarrelled with ee 
landlady and was ordered out. Agent advised mother to become reconciled | 
with uncles and to ask landlady if she could stay a week longer. Next day | 
father was drunk and got another job after leaving one because of a2 fight 

|| with the foreman. Uncles brought food for two days and advised mother to 

: leave father, Later father was still working and gave mother a doller, 

| Mother asked agent to supervise as father is afraid to go against agent. 
|Father's foreman on previous job was now willing to take him back. 

In May father had a new job. Paternal uncle reported that 
he didn't want to bother with father's family and objected to taking action. 
Police officer reported father seen in saloons. Paternal aunt admitted 
|father's culpability but wouldn't testify. Mother said father was earning 
||$16 a week and warned him she would complain if he got drunk again. 

In November landlady put mother out because both parents 
|were Grinking. Paternal uncle didn't want children since he feared father 
leet ‘stele a row at his home or at the station house where he worked. Knew 
|jnothing of father since March. Family were now living in tenement at ten 
dollers a month. Father was making twenty dollars a week working as taxi 


\idriver. Father said that mother wasn't working and that they have enough 


food, clothing, and fuel. Resented so-called interference of agenc 
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| 
| Neighbor Saeictond that chilcren hadn't sila clothing. Another reported 
father drinking and mother a hard worker. Another thought mother was doing 


@ll she could for children. Father considered a drunkard. Another eee 


working out two days a week at two dollars a day and carfares. Morris was 
in school the first day since the session began. Only used bedroom and 
kitchen and whole femily slept in one bed. Mother agreed to remedy this as 


soon as rent was paid. Father wasn't drinking so much as before, Later 


ee ee eee 


father was still working, mother in town with baby, Patrick in school and 
Morris at home alone. Home clean and comfortable, 


In January of 1917 home was in good condition. In April 


a ae ee ee es 


Patrick reported that father worked in garage and mother doing day work and 
leaving baby with paternal aunt. In May police officer reported mother 
Grinking and was willing to testify. On May twenty-fifth mother was arrest 
ed for drunkenness, but probation officer didn't have family address. In 
June children were placed with maternal aunt. In December probation office 
reported mother went to maternity hospital. Paternal uncle wanted to adopt 
Patrick, but Judge didn't think this was wise. In June of 1918 children 
were placed in private homes by the HDCC. Mother visited very infrequently, 
Later father was again arrested. 

On December 24, 1918 home was clean and comfortable, 


Mother reported that children returned when they started housekeeping, 


—— eee 


Patrick and Morris were going to parochial school. Hannah was spending 
holidays in former HDCC foster home. Morris was well-dressed, Father was 
in bed with rheumatism and expected to return to the Boston Elevated where 


seme. Morris and Hannah report father out of work. In December mother 
| 
he was earning $45 a week. Mother said father gave her all his earnings 


ee ere Fo se een 
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gave favorable report of father. Home and children were in good condition 
in May of 1919. Family had a plentiful supper. Father was working in auto 


| company at $25 a week. Father was still drinking a little. 


since Prohibition became effective. Patrick and Morris were in the third 
grade. Hanneh was in the first grade, Family were paying $9 a month rent 
end father was allowed $4.50 of this for extra work he did around the place. 
Baby wes born 2-20-20. Rooms were poorly kept and beds were dirty. Mother 
seemed to be unwell. Father was working for a bottle company at $30 a week, 
| driving truck and packing. Father was angry because of agent's inquiry. 

Third grade teacher reported Patrick to be slovenly and underactive. Morris 
was more normal and did better work. Hannah's teacher reported her in good 
condition, and having regular attendance, 

In August mother was working. Father was working at same 
place. Mother was making $15 a week. Patrick was with the paternal uncle 
most of summer and improved physically. Baby died on the fifth of this 
month, Neighbors cared for the children and mother came home at noon. In 
September mother reported that father was out of work. Patrick and Morris 
were in the fourth grade and were attending regularly and were fairly clean- 
ly. Patrick reported mother not working and father working. In October 
mother was not working. Father left place of employment since work was too 
hard. Working for a contractor. 

In May of 1922 neighbors reported that father was at home 


a lot and recently was arrested. Mother was also out of work now. Hannah 





was not there very much. Parents quarrelled at all hours of night, Also 


Jhave very late visitors, Police sergeant spoke with them Sunday afternoon, 





In May of 1920 mother reported father hadn't had drink 
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|| Pamily owed twelve weeks back rent and were ordered to move. Later mother 


said she meade complaint of non-support against father in April and he was 
| 
sentenced to six months House of Correction. Sentence was confirmed and he | 


| 

i 

| was now in House of Correction. Mother was to receive $11 a week from the 
: OPW while father was incarcerated. Mother was selling liquor in home for 

I two or three weeks. Man and two women were with mother. Mother owed about 
: fourteen or fifteen weeks back rent and wanted to move. Mother was sleep- 


| ing with all the children in one bed, and another woman who keeps her 


Pe a a 























| company nights in another. Mother was warned to stop drinking and get rid 


Se _———— 


of company and to furnish boys with a separate bed. Neighbor reported 
mother had plenty of callers. In June mother was living in three rooms in 
basement at $11 a month. Expected confinement in July and looked better, 
In August colored neighbor reported mother had baby boy in 
June and therefore had father paroled. Mother was good woman and was not 
Grinking. Feather when he returned began drinking and had drinking company 
and used vile language. Family was ordered out because of father's conduct, 
Left mother few weeks ago. Moved previous day. Mother had father returned 
to House of Correction. Patrick was working in a market running errands, 
In September mother reported that Institutions Department insisted that 
father be paroled against her wishes and that after father was paroled he 
deserted her. Mother was receiving $10 a week from the OPW. Now worker 


of Institutions Department wanted father returned. Later BCH social worker 





reported baby in hospital in starving condition and mother smelling of j 


A 


liquor. Mother appeared to be intoxicated. Mother was not nursing baby, 





who is still on the danger list and is neglected. Baby suffering from in-~ | 


proper feeding. Mother reported that father returned September third and 


' 
said he had been working on the railroad and earned $150. Left again 1 
| 
! 
| 
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|| worker, BCH reported mother probably drunk when baby brought. James died 


| underweight by school. In November reported father released on November 


\|was found intoxicated in bed by Institutions Department worker and mother 


was abusive and profane to her. Father threw up job and got job in another 





month school reported that Patrick,Morris, and Hannah were underweight. 
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September twenty-first. Bought clothing for children and paid burial ex- 
penses of baby. OPW was still supporting family. Later neighbor reported 
father abusive. Mother was not drinking and father was sent back to the 


House of Correction on September twenty-first by Institutions Department 


in October. Institutions Department was again advocating father's parole 
and mother was warned against drinking and her compénionships. Father was 


to be released on October twenty-eighth. Patrick and Morris reported 


fourth and now working for a bottle company. Later in the month father 
came to office and reported that mother was drinking heavily. Refused to 
prepare meals for family and quarrelled with him. Father had to go to sleep 


to Salvation Army one night on account of her, things were so bad. Mother 


bottling company. Father reported that he was working regularly and giving 
all his money to mother since release from jail. Purchased clothing and 
groceries for children. Father refused to have mother arrested. Said he 
didn't want children disgraced. In December father reported that mother was 
at maternal aunt's home and hadn't had drink since November twenty-ninth, 
almost a month. Father was earning $20 a week. Father smelled of liquor 
and was warned against drinking. Youngest child Eugene was fairly well. 


In March of 1923 feather was at home with badly injured foot, 





Said that he also had blood poisoning. Hurt while working for bottling 
company. May be able to go to work later in month. Had been getting $27 a 


week and now family were receiving $6 to $8 a week from the OPW. Later in 
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|| put again was sick at the BCH with pneumonia. 


In June father was very ill and at the BCH.for fifteen days 






| Drank liquor in company of uncle few days ago, and was so ill he had sworn 
}off liquor for good. Mother reported that Patrick was doing better in 
school since he gave up his work and that they now received $10 a week from 
the OPW and five dollar grocery order. In September mother reported father 
recovered but was drinking again. Father deserted in August. Mother was 
working by the day and was making $3 a day plus carfares. Earned five dol- 
hers and eighty cents one day by washing windows. All four children were 

in school. Home very inadequately furnished. Mother reported all children | 
slept in one bed. Mother was urged to apply to OPW for mattress so that aa 
and Hannah could sleep together. In October police officer reported parents 
| drinking. Mother was on probation and the children were dirty. Later same 
reported he arrested mother about two months ago for drunkenness and mother 


was on probation at the time. Probation officer reported lack of time to 


supervise children. Later father was reported to have returned October 


twentieth and was doing temporary work for the city at $3.80 per day. Hadn't) 


drunk much since return. Hugene was home with the measles. OPW sent $7 


plus $3 grocery order during the last four weeks. Had new mattress but no 
bedding. Mother said that father instead of herself should have been 
arrested. Patrick was working two afternoons a week for a peddler and 
earned 50¢ a day. Children were neat and clean. Rooms better than in forme 
address but scantily furnished. In December probation officer reported that 


paternal relatives wanted children removed. Didn't want parents to know who 


jmade complaint Father was arrested December eighth and sent to House of 
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| Correction for drunkenness and setting fire to the house. On December 
| 
| thirty-first mother reported father in court on non-support charge on 1 


| 
{ 


‘|| December seventh and given six months suspended sentence to House of Correc+ 
tion. No order for payment. Next day was drunk and set fire to mattress 
while smoking. Arrested and given his suspended sentence. Father was hit | 
| on head with a monkey wrench by guard and was now in the Psychopathic Hos- 

: | 
| . 


| pital. Hannah wes sleeping with boys. OPW sent $10 a week and three 
| dollar grocery order. Home and beds were filthy. Police officers reported 





mother drunk on floor on December twenty-eighth. Two women were drunk on 





| 
| 
| one of the beds. December twenty=ninth and thirtieth mother was drunk in | 
| bed. JH was drinking with mother other day. | 
On January 2, 1924 complaint of neglect was made against | 
| all four children and next day children were sent to HDCC. Mother was own? 
| to the HGS. On January ninth maternal aunt R agreed to take Patrick. Aunt 
\M to take Hannah. Paternal uncle and paternal aunt C were to take two of 
| the children. On January twenty-first Institutions Department denied father 
| struck on head with monkey wrench by guard. In April probation officer ree 
| ported mother released from HGS on 4-6-24,. Now with maternal aunt R. 
In May 1926 father and mother had five room tenement at $18 
la month. Were living together for two months. Visitor from HDCC recommend- 
ed trial of children at home. Father was working as taxi driver. Was earn= 
ling $25 a week. Mother was well and parents were well dressed. Maternal 
ar daughter-in-law reported children were happy with her. Mother and 
jchildren went to live with father two months ago. In May father was asleep 


Jat home. Mother was at work, Father said that they pay $20 a month, Ad- 


mitted children at home two months and said that mother was working off and 


on for Judge's wife at $4 to $4.50. Patrick was earning $10 a week. 











> itegqu#e-conm oo f1voo al tedgat beftoget tediom Jetit-yoriee 


a0 06. aawod edd of etrit anitteors Bae seenmesiurrd tof aot 








to ssvoH of sometues BSebmsgeva aeiidnom xe nevis Sas digevee aedmes 


sinveacodoyei sit si wor cew Sue Siang yd dometw ysolnom 2 cttw Seen @ 


sets bas vxeow Ss OL ¢asea WSO Jayod dtiw antgeele aaw denna. 


sevat er1coitte saoltfol .udtl2t stew ebed bus emoH Jiebis yiesots Tal 


















etit see bue aagsh eaw yo5 xsl .Sieatyag 161 tehto of 


q .soasiase Sebusqzeue sid coviy bos heteortA ~—Janislogs 


Moth sisw aemow owl .didgfe-vtiasws tedmeoe@ co toolt ac aauth aed2 
incoth aaw tesitom dietezids bus dénia-ytaew?s rasdmese@ jebsd edd 26 
- yeh tedio tedzom diiw agidnitd esr EL 
HS ohag ear ¢ sx 7 nisfgsoo b¢cel) |S yranunet: a0 
ew tefiow .OOCH o¢ ¢daea etew aethl info web txont Sas abtilido a8% 
229 ot Deetss FX taum Incisisa dinate yeeonat ad -.GuR en? 
ie} 0 ase 2 tous Laatedeq Sas cloae Lacrets? ,desosH soled ae . 
sadisced snotdyditenl tetht-ytnord yrseonst 00 ,a8sdditde acide 
o1g LitcA al 1. vd dosertw yeolsom diiw Seed ao Bost 2 
oi. Sete ‘tec diiw wok ,S-8-) ao SHH mot? Bbeesgeist Jediorg hostagl 
mK ft Sed teddom Sane redtat soi yall ot 
oer 3 tz tof! = nom ov? 3 fivezot aaivil etek iags 
~tevi txet es gol s tedint .smed ta setbiino te taka 
; » fle 161 cc Sue Iiew san tentio“’ ».aleew s. 6S 
: -to% Atis yoqsd etsw methlids betioget sali-mi-1escgues 2) tes | 
sv sl .o3s edtgom ows teddet atte evil od Jnew methiiiae 
: e < vq Yerns cent bise tediel.  oasce te saw sedsol. omom 8 
2 e “a 
es tat redtom test Siae Sas edsiaom ows mod fe nethiids bot tim 
et3soe8 [ 





> Cif saioteo saw Xoltsed 06.63 93 Sb. ie olin esata tone 











: Morris was in high school and worked in market after school. Hannah was in 





the seventh grade and Eugene in the second. Father worked at $25 a week as 


| washer of taxi cars. Rooms were in fair condition and fairly well furnish 





ed. Former employer reported father handicap to mother and that he isn't 
working for taxi company. On May twenty-seventh father lied about work and 

| mother corroborated fact he was lying. Judge advised mother to keep chil- 

| dren and take steps against father's drinking and misbehavior. Mother said 

that father was working on railroad in New Jersey last summer at $21 a week 

| end while there was drinking and listed in a New York hospital with delirium 

| tremens, Children were returned by court order. 

In February of 1927 family moved and neighbor reported 

| mother worked hard to do well for children but father was abusive and 

| spoiled everything. According to record father was surrendered from proba- 

| tion on 9-11-26 and sentenced to six months House of Correction and $100 

fine for drunkenness. In February of 1928 family was not located, but no 


complaints, and case of neglect of children was filed. In June of 1928 


| probation officer reported father in court for drunkenness, Father in court 
jfirst time in two years. According to CCB record, read in February of 1935 
jby writer, father came to get shoes so that he might go to work on the CWA 
las a laborer. This occurred 12=- -33. All children were at home at the 
‘||time. The Women's Educational and Industriel Union social worker reports 
lthat Hannah on October 27, 1932 was sent in by hospital as undernourished 


high school graduate. Also had year at the Boston Clerical School and 


secretarial work. Had some experiences in summer as waitress and wanted pa 
time job so as to be able to stay in school. Got job in a five and ten sto 


and was a very good worker, Never returned for further help. Was a meticu- 





lous worker and was short and pretty girl. 
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As far as records go, father's record was not available. 
Mother's record had nothing more recent than 6-10-24 drunk, fine of $2,paid 
Patrick had one very minor offense that was filed namely present at game on 
9-17-25. Nothing else on any of the members of the family. 

In this case we have a family that is buffeted about 
largely by the instability of the parents economically and emotionally.Only 
after long treatment did the mother sober down and it is doubtful whether 
the father has as yet ever made a permanent adjustment. He was however 
loyal to his family despite his weaknesses and this loyalty has probably 
kept the family together to this day. The children have been successes so 
far as records show. More work could very well have been done if the cause 


of the parents' alcoholism could be determined and probably more rational 


treatment would thus have been made possible. 





Case XXV. BI.FAMILY 


Vincent- twelve years and two months, 

Parents were heavy drinkers. Mother was a chronic alco- 
holic and has long record of charges of drunkenness. Both parents were 
American born, and Roman Catholic by faith. Father was a cook and died of 
accidental poisoning 1-4-13. 


In June of 1905 mother reported that father was loafing 


and drinking. Wanted to make non-support complaint, Father was a cook in 


some of the best hotels in the city. However always lost jobs on account 

of drunkenness. Last job at very important in-town hotel lost for the same 
reason. Supported very little last year. Wife made complaint. Father was 
arrested on June fifth and pleaded guilty im court and placed on probation 


on promise to pay mother fifty dollars a month for family upkeep. Father 


| 
| 
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had a job at a fashionable resort beginning June intiang: Dendetien 





In March of 1911 father's attorney at office to ask inves- 
tigetion of mother's alleged neglect of children. Father was on probation 
from court and ordered to pay mother $6 a week. Children were in the cus- 
tody of mother. Complainant seemed to be very inconsistent. In April pro~ 
bation officer reported father first class cook but didn't provide because 
of excessive drinking. Mother was a seamstress with very hot-temper, and 


nagged father continuously. Father was not at home, Father was trying to 


get work, Children were not neglected by mother, 

In June of 1925 probation officer reported mother a widow 
and before court for the third time on charge of drunkenness, Mother was 
remanded to jail till June eleventh. Full bail was not furnished. Boy 
poarded out. Judge urged that complaint be made and latter was so done. 
Neighbor reported mother drinking and using vile and malicious language 
about people since she moved in two months ago. Boarder in home also drink- 
er and was arrested. Vincent was not at home. Woman who was boarding chila| 
reported that mother goes out half dressed when intoxicated and whips | 
Vincent and makes him go out in street any time of the night. 

Landlord reports mother drunk and owing one week rent. | 
Vincent reports he came home at 10 p.m. last night. Knew that mother was | 
arrested and wasn't much worried. House was upset. Beds were filthy and | 
there were dirty clothes in the closet, Vincent said that mother was get- 
ting them ready for the laundry. Vincent was out of school to do errands | 
and didn't go back because he was late. Two sisters were on the stage. 
Ernest was Ethel's child and his nephew. Vincent was selling papers. | 


On June 9, 1925 mother reported that Vincent was born three 





months after father's death. Both daughters were sending her $10 a week and | 
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ane had over $10 with her. One daughter to return from work on the atone 
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 |{/th. Agent found mother's hat and shoes at home but no purse with money as | 


she claimed. Vincent was sent to the HDCC. On June eleventh mother report- 


' 
ed that boarder was EL, a paternal cousin. Was a married man and came to 
her house and got drunk every now and then. Mother wanted to return home 
jand stop drinking. Mother was given six months suspended sentence and pro- 
bation for year. On June thirtieth mother and two daughters came ie office 
all excited except Vera who seemed the most intelligent of the three.Mother 
wanted Vera to be guardian of Vincent. Promised to stop drinking. On July 
second mother and daughters did not appear in court as they had promised. 

On November second mother at office reported that she lived in a three room 


apartment and paying $10 a month, Ethel married last August. Ethel and 


husband were living with mother. Latter was paying the rent and daughter 


; 
4 
} 


contributing to mother's support. Mother was nervous and irritable and 

wanted Vincent returned. Vincent was still at the HDCC because of lack of 
| |leyeglasses. Mother denied that she had been drinking since in court. Neigh- 
bor reported mother still drinking. Another reported thet mother was still 
drinking after child was removed.A drunken man used to visit before daughter 
returned. On November third house was clean and comfortable. Mother denied 
Iheving drunken man at home and son-in-law was only man in the house, Said 
that after court drank one day to sober off, but was nervous since. Very 
irritable and nervous and refused to go to hospital and had grudge against 
agent for keeping Vincent. Vincent returned on November fifth. 
| On February 1, 1926, mother's health was improved and 
Spirits in better mood, especially since Ethel had come home to live with 


her. Vincent was going to school regularly and had glasses. Mother was 
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rying to do the right thing. Mother promised not to drink. Said that 
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‘It father gave her hard life and Vera was still on the road and acting on 

|| vaudeville circuits. House clean. In April probation officer reported 

Binet mother was arrested for being with a man and was surrendered by the 

| court and away for two months, Was living alone now with Vincent and sleep 

|| ing with him in same bed. Boy was temporarily with sister and neglect 

charge might be necessary once again, Later agent reported that Ethel's 

|| nome was probably all right for Vincent. Probation officer reported mother 

| was on indeterminate sentence to Bridgewater. May be paroled after three 
months. Landlady reported that four policemen couldn't quiet mother all 

| night and arrested her. No man was in room. In three weeks since living 

in present quarters she had been violently drunk three times, Mother re- 


ported that whiskey was in her room by doctor's orders. Reported that 
















|| Ethel and husband were fine people. Vincent was well taken care of, Vin- 
jj cent was out very late at night as mother was drunk. Ethel said that she 
lana her husband were willing to keep and support Vincent. Vera wanted 

| guardianship. In July of 1926 landledy reported that Vincent went to live 
with Vera, Vera was employed at a night club recently. She and Ethel kept 
late hours and allowed Vincent to stay up late hours. Ethel reported Vera 
planned to have mother with her, Ethel was sure the State Farm experience 
would teach her a lesson. Doctor said that some of mother's behavior was 
excusable since she was going through the menopause crisis. In September 
: landlady reported that Vera left and mother was not drinking. Later pro- 
jjbation officer reported that Vincent still sleeping with mother, In October 
) landlady reported thet Vincent had a room for himself and mother trying her 
aa 


In February of 1927 CAA agent reported anonymous complaint 
|jof neglect against Vincent. Mother was drinking steadily and boy often 
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|| truanted. Boy and mother were living in one room and slept together. 


| Question of mother's morals. 
4 


In March of 1927 CAA reported another complaint against 


‘|| Vincent as neglected and out till one a.m. selling papers. Later landlady 
reported Mother and Vincent moved owing $13.50 rent. Vincent was badly 

7 neglected, and was out every night till one or two a.m. selling papers. 
Difficult for him to get up in time for school. Mother and boy were living 
on $7 a week sister on stage was sending and boy went without food for long 

| periods of time. Attendance officer and probation officer visited very 
: | often and mother was drunk and talkative almost every night. Mother and 
i“ Vincent sleeping in same bed, Principal reported that Vincent's marks were 


) good though he had too many absences. Fairly well clothed. Mother denied 


excessive drinking. Vincent asleep in bed in which mother also slept, 





Mother said that he had a cold. Agent warned mother to stop drinking and 
have Vincent sleep in own room and stop selling papers late at night. 
Mother acted rather eccentrically. Later landlady reported and statements 
rer corroborated by roomers that mother was drinking every night. Mother 
|was abusive at times and said that she feared she was losing her mind be- 
_ |jcause of loneliness. Later mother was discovered dressed but in bed. Had 
bad cough and cole and thought her lungs were affected. Boy was going to 


rm regularly and no late night work anymore. Mother had been washing | 
dishes for the past week. Cot on which Vincent slept didn't look as if it 
lwere being used. Room was clean. In April probation officer was looking 


for mother and landlady reported that mother was put out because of drinking,|’ 


Mother was getting a little money from daughter. Nephew coming to home and 


ee — eee 
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found mother drunk. Boy had little to eat. Mother wanted boy to work and 


support her when he is fourteen years old. Mother not working, Later 
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| probetion officer necseiciede mother was euendael to the Paeile Sieeteatt 





Pina on way back to the State Farm at Bridgewater. Vincent was in home with 
‘boarder. Later landlady reported Ethel took Vincent and all their belong- 
ings. Principal reported thet Vincent was with married sister Ethel.Sister 
| reported she was caring for Vincent. Mother was at the State Farm for four 
months. Sister had one large room, and rented one for Vincent, who wasn't 
selling papers now. Room was clean. Sister made a good impression. Vera 
was sending money regularly. Ethel said Vincent could remain as long as he 
liked. Sister said that she didn't get along well with mother. Landlady 
reported that Vincent was being given excellent care. Neither sister nor 
husband drinking people. 

The OPW sent a notice of relief to mother and Vincent in 
duly of 1932 to the State Temporary Aid Division. In August Vera was re- 
ported unemployed and Vincent had not been working for eight months, Had 
previously worked for a leather company. Mother and boy were still sleepi 
in same bed, Mother was nervous. In May of 1934 family left previous ad- 
dress and OPW gave last aid in April of 1934 and case was closed with the 
State Temporary Aid Division. 

The OPW reported family moved to New York. Vincent was at 
a CCC at Plymouth,Mess. Was never arrested. Previous to this time, March 
of 1934, he had been working in restaurants. Vera was in New York City. 
Mother was living in room at $4 a week. In July of 1934 Vincent was again 
unemployed and Vera had been sending no money to mother for last two years, 
When at the CCC, Vincent sent $25 a month to mother. Mother had arthritis. 
/Ethel at this time was a widow and was also receiving OPW aid. Mother had 
not been drinking for last two years since Vincent threatened to leave her 


if she did. Vincent was to work for the aid to be received and showed ve 
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he thy attitude towards life. Mother had no record from 2-13-32 until. 








11-6 -34 when she was arrested for drunkenness and wes put on probation till 
Mey 8, 1935. 

' ; ; In this case we have a child brought up by an alcoholic 

| almost immoral mother who despite his environment with a little help 
om social agencies has made a good adjustment and is still the main moral 
l « LDP > + for the continued abstinence of his mother, His mother still 


sub sides to the desire for alcohol every now and then, but Vincent by his 


attitude towards this habit encourages her to improve herself, 
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CHAPTER III 
CRITICAL SUMMARIES 
Tabulations and conclusions 
In the preceding chapter the writer has given detailed 


case summaries in order to give the reader an idea of what the cases studied 


were about, whst types of situations were encountered by the agents of the 
| Society in their work with the families in question, how they went about 
meeting the situations encountered, how the families reacted, and what 

\| were the end results of treatment as shown in the case histories of the 

| Society and in the writer's follow-up studies on those cases closed some 


| time previous to the time this study was made. It is quite evident from 


even a casual examination of the case histories presented that the situa- 
tions encountered were very serious social-mixups which involved the mal- 


adjustment of both parents and children to the environment in which they 


| lived, and to each other. The families ranged in their economic standing 
'from the very poorest to well-fixed middle class business families and from 


| the social standpoint, from families from the so-called dregs of society to 


those with good sociel background and even traditions. Essentially all the | 
Cases included in this study represent failures in that most important 
social device, the family. These failures either were in the form of more 


or less serious maladjustments in the relations of the parents to each 


‘|| other or to the children in the family. 


The Society was called in each of the cases studied by 
someone other than a member or employee of the Society, and the complainants 
as a whole were such as understood at least vaguely the function of the 


Society in rescuing children from situations of neglect of any sort, or 
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‘ from situations where children were not being properly controlled and 
| trained. All the cases involved neglect in one form or another of the 


minor children in the families. Also all the cases were of such nature tha 


Adin 
see 


despite the efforts of the Society to adjust the situation by means of | 





social work methods, they all proved at the time of referral to be unamen- 


=== 


able to social treatment and the situations were all serious enough to de- 
mand action through the courts because the parents were either unable to 


remedy the situation of neglect of their children, or as in most cases 


ES  — ee 


neither wanted to nor saw the reason for action towards remedying the situa 


tion complained of, 
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The cases studied involved the removal of seventy-six 
children up to seventeen years of age(see table I, page 209). Of this 
number forty-two(c.55%) were girls and thirty-four(c.45%) were boys. Of 

| these fifty-nine(or about 79%) were pre-adolescent or under twelve years 
of age and largely presented few if any problems of that particular age 
period. Only twenty(c.26%) were infants and in particular danger because 
of their neglected situetion since they were at an age when they were en- 
tirely helpless end had to be removed to prevent permanent injury or even 
death because of malnutrition, and improper and inadequate hygienic condi- 
tions. Seventeen of these children had reached the chronological age 


period when they should have entered the period of adolescence and the main 


|jdangers inherent in the conditions of neglect in which they were found to | 
be living were inadequate supervision and training, and contacts with 
human beings who were either bad examples for them because of intemperance | 
or immorality, or were direct evil influences on them and endangered them | 

i 


j physically and morally by their conduct and actions towards these 


edolescents,. 
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The parents of the children studied were notable in one 





, respect, namely that all the records investigated indicated that in each 
case, both parents were of the same religious faith or of such closely 
allied faiths as to eliminate the possibility of conflict over the question 


| of religious beliefs and practices. None of the parents studied were with- 


. out religious beliefs and practices of one sort or another. This of course 

| does not mean that they all lived up to their faiths, but at least kept 

| heir connections unsevered with their churches. Table II, on page 210 

| indicates that the children in this research were predominantly Roman 

| Catholic by birth and by faith(sixty-three or c.83%). This was not so be- 

| Cause the records studied were chosen with any specific purpose in mind, 
and represents the actual situation as revealed in a sample of the case 

records of a certain year(1927). This also is probably in keeping with the 

fact that the Roman Catholics in and around Boston make up a large majority 


of the actual population, about 70% according to recent census data. Ten 





of the children were Protestant by birth and by faith and represented 


i i i 4 


about 13% of the group studied. Three (c.4%) were Greek or Russian Orthodox 
by birth and by faith. The faith of the children was determined according 
to the religious affiliations of the father in the family and only in the 


case of one boy was this not so. This boy became a Roman Catholic, despite 





the fact that his parents were Protestant, because he preferred the former 
faith and insisted on attending the Catholic Church in his neighborhood. 

He was accordingly baptized and confirmed therein. This boy later had some 
conflicts because he felt that his parents discriminated against him beceuse 
of his change of faith, but as he grew older this conflict was straightened 


out with the help of a social agency. 
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AGE, SEX AND NUMBER OF CHILDREN REMOVED BY COURT ORDER 


AGE 
0-5 years 
| 15-17 years 3: 


5-10 years 
| 10-12 years 
f 12-15 years 3:3 
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| RELIGIOUS AFFILIATIONS * OF CHILDREN REMOVED BY COURT ORDERt 
. 
. : ; GREEK, a 
‘|| ROMAN CATHOLIC : PROTESTANT : RUSSIAN, 33 TOTAL 
i : : ORTHODOX t 
4 : : 3 
=} : 3 23 
ot ; 23 
“t 63 : 10 : 3 23 76 
4 : : 23 
| ¢ : - 
4 
7 uy 
| 
. i * According to father's religious affiliations. 
| # In none of the families studied was there any particularly 


distinct cleavage in the religious practices of the parents. 
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The removal of the children studied was necessitated by 
|i many varying situations which were contributing to their neglect and up- 
|/bringing without salutary control. Each situation had different factors 
iwhich brought about the condition of neglect because of the fact that every 
| family has its own particular customs, traditions, rituals, and standards 
of living. However it would be impossible to correlate the causes leading 
ito neglect if each situation were considered separately. The writer has 

| therefore grouped all conditions leading to the neglect of the material 

| needs of the children, such as lack of food or improper food, lack of 
clothing or improper clothing, lack of adequate shelter, physical abuse, 
= the generel heading of "physical neglect". Situations involving the 
contact of children with immoral, degenerate, intemperate, defective, and 
delinquent people and situations were all grouped under the general heading 
of "moral neglect". Table III, on page 212 contains the statistical analy- 


sis of the factors leading to the removal of the children studied. It con 


_|jtains both of the above classifications and three others, A surprisingly 





large percentage (57 or about 76%) of children were found to lack one or 
both parents for such reasons as death, institutionalization, hospitalization 
desertion, non-support, separation, divorce, etc. This is very interesting 
since it seems to bear out with this group at least that the so-called 
\ibroken home situation is a very fertile cause for the neglect of children. 
In these cases this was found to be true because of lack of one or both par- | 
ents led-to improper physical care of children either through the lack of a 
mother, or because the mother was working, or because the mother or father 
found it impossible to adjust to the family situation without the presence 
and cooperation of the marriage partner, or because of immorality of the 


listranded marriage partner and consequent neglect of the children, Also the || 
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TABLE IIL 


FACTORS LEADING TO THE REMOVAL OF CHILDREN BY COURT ORDER(BY CHILDREN)* 





° ° 
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NEGLECT ;:uUACK OF ONE OR BOTH PARENTS THROUGH: 
PHYSICAL : MORAL ::DEATH, INSTITUTIONALIZATION, :DELINQUENCY OF . 


:; HOSPITALIZATION , DESERTION, NON- : CHILDREN 
2: SUPPORT, SEPARATION, ETC. : 
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factors. 
TABLE IIIA 
INTEMPERANCE OF ONE OR BOTH PARENTS(BY CASES) 
ONE PARENT H BOTH PARENTS ie TOTAL 
H 13 
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—Wproken home situations in this study led to moral neglect of the children 









‘Iipecause of the latter cause, and because the presence of strangers in the 
| 


| 
! 
|home often led to direct moral abuse of children or to setting up of un- | 
|healthy examples to the children who had to come into contact with them. | 
t | 

| 


|Also step-parent situations played their role in making the broken home sit- 
| { 
juations in these cases fertile causes for neglect or abuse of minor children 


|pable III. also reveals that of the seventy-six children involved in the 
_— only seven, or about 9% were delinquent and thus contributed to 


ithe necessity of removing them to a more adequately supervised situation for 





this purpose. Table IIIA reveals the third very interesting fact, viz., 
Ithat of the twenty-five cases studied thirteen or 52% involved intemperance 
of one or both parents as a factor leading to the removal of the minor chil- 


dren in the family, and of these six or 24% of the cases involved the in- 


_— 


temperance of one of the parents, and seven or 28% involved the intemperance 
fof both parents. Of course these various factors were largely found to 
exist together in the same situations since one factor easily led to the 
reation of the other. For example, situations involving the lack of one 
he ent often lead to economic stress because of absence of source of income, 
or because the absence of the manager of the family expenditures led to more 
pensive cost of living, which might lead to discouragement of the stranded 
partner, and perhaps intemperance or immorality or delinquency or all might 
ollow as the final result of the unhappy situation; and all this of course 
Would lead to the neglect of the minor children in the family. This 
h pothetical situation is cited as an illustration of what did happen in ; 
modified forms in meny of the broken-home situations studied, and to 
illustrate the fact that the obvious factor alone is usually not the ulti- | 


mate cause of the neglect of the children but is usually the tail end o 
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long series of factors which added together make the situation so intoler- 





i ' 
|lable for the minor children as to necessitate the intervention of the 


|\jSociety in their behalf. 

In practically all of the cases, the parents or guardians 
jof the children made attempts to have, the children removed, returned as 
jquickly as possible. This was probably true largely because of natural 
laffection existing in the most abusive and neglectful of parents or because 
lof feeling of ownership of the children and chagrin at being deprived of 
Ciiets own property. Table IV on page 215 indicates that of all 76 of the 
\childaren removed sixty-eight(almost 90%) were returned between one and four | 
Bianes each. Forty-nine (almost 65%) were removed once and forty-eight were 
returned once and permanently, the one not returned having been committed to 
ithe Institutions Department permanently. Twenty-one(c.28%) were removed 


ltwo times from their homes but only fifteen of these were returned both | 


jtimes, six having been removed permanently. Five were removed three differ- 





jient times and four of these were returned three times. One was removed 
|jfour times and returned four times. Of the seventy-six children removed 


lfrom their homes sixty-eight or almost 90% were returned permanently after 
p Pp y 


| 
{ 
ledjustment of some sort had been made. THight(or almost ten percent) were 
| echnically removed permanently either because the home was finally found | 
jto be unadjustable, or because the home was entirely disbanded because of | 
jthe death, separation, institutionalization, hospitelization, etc. of par- | 
jents, step-parents, or guardians .Of the seventy-six removed, three(c.4%) of 

ithe children died during one of the periods of removal. In all three cases 


he children died of sickness which ultimately came as a result of the 


debilitating period of neglect in the home(see table IVA.). 
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:RETURNED PERMANENTL 





TABLE IV 
REMOVED PERMANENTLY 
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TABLE IV.A 


NUMBER OF CHILDREN WHO DIED: 
DURING REMOVAL PERIOD 
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The children studied herein were removed for varying 
lengths of time ranging all the way from a few days to periods of time ex~ 
ceeding ten years. Some situations were so affected by the threat of re- 
moval that the parents immediately began to reorganize the detrimental home 
situation for the benefit of the children because they fearec and disliked 
the thought of having their children removed from them with consequent loss 
of affection, companionship, and even prestige as being a failure at the job 
of parenthood. Table V., on page 217 consequently indicates that twenty 
(c.29%) of the sixty-eight children finally returned permanently were re- 
moved for a period of less than six months before their situation was so 
mach improved that they could be returned to their homes with reasonable 
assurance of their well-being; however with contimued supervision for some 
period of time following, in most cases. This fact of the effectiveness of 
removal technique is further indicated in Table IV. by the fact that of 
seventy-six children removed in forty-nine of the cases where children were 


removed only once, forty-eight or about 64% of the children did not have 


to be removed again after having once been removed and returned, Twelve 

(c.18%) of the sixty-eight children eventually returned were removed for 

periods of time of six months to one year. Sixteen or about 24% were re- | 
j t 


moved for periods of time of from one to five years each, These represented | 
the more difficult situations which were not so amenable to treatment pro- | 
grams or to the fear of loss of custody of their children. Fifteen or about 
22% were removed for periods of time ranging from five to ten years and rep- 
resented the still more difficult cases. Five children or about 7% were re- 


moved for more then ten years. We see in this group of children the value 


of having the removal period flexible, until the child is no longer consid- 


ered a minor, in the fact that different children and different cases 
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TABLE V 
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1 = 2 years 


MONTHS 


LESS THAN SIX 
one year 


6 months to 
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8 = 9 years 


2-3 years 











9 -10 years 


Does not include permanent removals, and is recorded as 


sum of all removals for each child. 


3 - 4 years 
4 - 5 years 
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situations of siblings, in the various cases studied. 

The cases studied involved a sizable amount of court work 
and it is interesting to know just how much time was involved in the legal 
work. When one thinks of the expenses themselves, one sees that it is not 


possible to compute them because no case is given a specified amount of 





time in the courts and so many cases are treated every day. The writer how- 
ever after mich consideration of the problem thought that an effective 

|| means of giving some indication of the legal work involved in these cases 

| would be a tabulation of the number of continuances involved in the treat- 
ment program for each of these cases. Each continuance involved the gather- 
ing of more date by agents of the Society, other agencies interested in the 
case, the police if they were involved, and any probation officers involved 
in the cases as well as the schools and witnesses for the Society in the 
cases. According to Table VI. on page 219 there were cases with as few as 
one continuance and one with as many as forty-three continuances. The 


twenty-five cases studied when considered together had 319 continuances, 


\|and 247 of these were held for twelve of the 25 cases that had over twelve 
continuances each. These figures given in Table VI are given for the pur- 
pose of demonstrating how expensive families become to society when they 

are allowed to disintegrate because of inadequate environment or to be | 
headed by inadequate parents, and how much attention and bother society is 
willing to take in order to prevent its children from becoming permanent 


community liabilities and propagators of more liabilities for the future 


comminities, 
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As was seen in Table IV sixty-eight of the seventy-six 





children removed by court order were finally returned permanently. Of 
these many were removed more than once, viz.,27, and of these only 20 were 
finally returned permanently. Table VII. on page 221 gives the length of 
time during which 26 of these 27 children removed more than once from their 
homes were returned between removals. One of the children not included in 
the table was excluded because she was removed permanently and never re- 
turned; though not technically removed permanently by court order, still she | 
remained in her foster home without returning home for any length of time. 
One child was returned for less than three months before subsequent removal 
whereas another was returned for almost eight years before another removal 
had to take place for the safety of the child. Six of the twenty-six chil- 
dren studied in the table were returned for less than one year before they 
had to be removed again since the situation had once again grown unsafe for 


their welfare. Eleven were able to remain in their homes for from one to 


H 
: 
' 
‘ 


two years before they had to be removed again. Five stayed at home from two; 
to four years, three from five to six years, and one from seven to eight | 
years. This table reveals that for the majority of children removed more 
than once the situation was sufficiently remedied to enable the children to 
remain in their homes for more than one year, but that this was not an in- 
dication of permanent adjustment as follow-up studies and further complaints 
revealed necessity for further action since the parents had not yet learned 
their lesson. The writer believes that these facts and figures indicate the 
necessity for follow-up work after the children are returned to a home appar 
ently adjusted enough to have the children returned, but not stable enough 


to continue to be adjusted without further supervision and outside help and 


guidance, 
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TABLE VII 
LENGTH OF TIME CHILDREN RETURNED * # | 


ee | 

















TIME >NUMBER OF CHILDREN :: TIME : NUMBER OF CHILDREN | 
7 ae . ! 
0 = 3 months ; 1 $3 5 ~- 6 years g 3 
3 - 6 months : 0 23 6 = 7 years H 6) 
; rr : 
6 - 9 months : 4% i: 7 = 8 years : 1 
9 months - 1 year : 1 73 8 = 9 years : 0 
1 ~ 2 years : 11 2: 9-10 years : 0 
2-3 years : 2 :$ more than 10 : 0 
: 23 years : 
3 - 4 years : 3 :; permanently , 68 
- Gs wy 
4 - 5 years 4 0 ay Excluding those never returned 


during minority though not having 


been technically removed permanently by court order. Sum of all time 


between return by court order and subsequent removals, 


t 


Includes separate records for children removed more than 
once. If they were finally returned permanently they have notation of time 


between removals and also notation under "permanently". 








221, 
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Table VIII on page 223 indicates that the majority of the 











children who were removed finally had their cases disposed of by the method 

of filing cases after they were completed in the eyes of the court. Fifty- 

eight (c.79%) of the seventy-three children that survived the removal perio | 
had their cases filed. One child was committed to an institution permanent | 
ly because of mental and physical defects. Five were committed to public 7 | 
departments; four to the Division of Child Guardianship of the State Depart 
ment of Public Welfare, and one to the Institutions Department of the City 
of Boston(these were permanent commitments). Finally nine of the seventy- 
three were permanently placed in foster homes. This table seemed to indi- 
cate a fair degree of success of the treatment programs of the Society 

since cases are usuelly not filed unless the court is satisfied that the 
conditions in the home are so much improved that such action is warranted 
and that the children should remain in the home permanently pending the 
continuance of the good behavior of the parents and proper care of their 
children by them. The commitment to an institution cf one child was brought 
about by the fact that he was an idiot mentally, and physically he was 
paralyzed anc had spells of various kinds and hence was a difficult case to 
be handled by normal parents, let alone his parents who were not even 
efficient enough to provide proper care for their normel children. The five 
commitments to the public departments of child welfare involved children 
who besides being neglected were also dependent and didn't have parents 
capable of providing properly for them, either physically or morally. The 
nine permanent placements in foster homes included children who were very 
well placed in suitable foster homes and it was felt by the court and the 


Society that the children would be better off if they remained in the 


|foster homes in which they were placed. 
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TABLE VIII 


FINAL DISPOSITION OF CASES (BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN) * # 


+ PERMANENT :PERMANENT COMMITMENT : PERMANENT PLACE=: :TOTAL 
3 COMMITMENT TO :TO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC : MENT IN FOSTER :: 
) FILED : INSTITUTION :WELFARE OR BOSTON INSTI=: HOME 4 
" : :TUTIONS DEPARTMENT 4 3 
58 : 1 H 5 : 9 so 4S 


"as handled through the M.S.P.C.C. only. 


Prrcluding three children who died during the removal period. 
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removal or at the time at which the writer followed up their histories 


(1934-25). Table IX on page 225 points out this fact and indicates thereby 
| that despite their neglected condition and unfavorable environment c.79% of 

the children studied were able to remain law-abiding citizens either through 

proper corrective supervision which was applied at the critical moment in | 


their lives when they could have become delinquent, or as the result of the 


lack of criminal ideation, or as the result of lack of courage to become 
delinguent as a revolt against their situation. The other fifteen of the 
seventy-three children involved went to the other extreme and twelve( 80%) of 
them were involved in serious delinquencies such as breaking, entering,and 
larceny, robbery, assault and battery, etc., while only three (20%) of them | 
committed only minor delinquencies such as violations of traffic laws. It 

almost seems from these facts that when this group of children did make up 

their minds to be bad they did so in a grand manner, However, table IX 

indicates that only three of the twelve who committed serious offenses were 

committed to penal institutions largely because of their youth and the fact 

that the majority of them were put on probation. Two of those who had 

records of delinquencies before or during removal period showed no further 


records in this state though continuing to reside therein. One wonders what ; 


effect the treatment program of the Society had in redirecting their careers | 


from the path of delinquency and criminality. Interesting material could 
il 
|jprobably be gathered on this question if time and energy were used to contact) 


such cases and discuss with them the reasons for the cessation of their 


. 
| 

removal period were not known to have any delinquent careers either before 
delinquent experiences. The follow-up studies on all the cases studied 
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with respect to the subsequent delinquent careers of the children studied 





| 
were made by means of searching the files of the Massachusetts Commission | 
on Probation for records of delinquencies of the children studied. This | 
indicated to the writer that at least as far ae the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts was concerned 79% of these children were never delinquent. Whether 


they were lew-abiding in other areas of the nation where they might be re- | 





siding or might have resided before is an interesting question to speculsete 
about and would be profitable to investigate. 

In evaluating the results of the removal by court order 
technique in the group of cases studied the writer had to be very subjective 
in interpreting the results as shown by the case studies and his own follow 
up studies because in many of the cases the results could have been various 
ly interpreted according to the point of view of the person making the 
study. The writer tried as much as possible to maintain the points of view 
both of the social worker and of society in general. From the point of 
view of the sociel worker the case was successful if the treatment insti- 
tuted resulted in so improving the situation of the children and the parents 
that the children were once egain able to live in an environment that would 
allow them to develop their abilities to the highest degree and in keeping 
with the norms of the general strata of society from which they came and 
lived in. From the point of view of society not only did such adjustment 
have to be made for the children and parents in question, but the children 
also had to be so supervised, trained and brought up that they would be law- 
abiding citizens doing their share of the work of the world when obtain- | 
able, and creating for themselves and their posterity a proper or even 


better environment in which to live. 
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In Table X, on page 228, the writer attempted to tabulate 
the results and thus evaluate the results in graphic and easily recognizabl 
form. The child and the parent situations were tabulated according as the 
results of treatment were favorable, adverse, or neutral(which meant that 
no visible change was made in the conditions of either the parents or the 
children ultimately). Adverse meant that the Society's treatment at the 
time seemed to remedy the situation adequately enough to allow for the re-~ 
turn of the children, but that in the end the writer's follow-up studies 
revealed that the situations of the children were even worse or at least as 
bad as they were prior to the removal of the children by court order. Enou 
was known about only forty parents out of a possible one hundred and forty- 
six to allow for tabulation of the results of the treatment program of the | 
Society for them. Of the seventy-three children who survived the veriod of | 
removal, enough was known about them all by the writer to allow him to make 


an evaluation of the obvious results of the treatment programs instituted by! 


the Society. The reader is referred to the writer's copious case histories | 
for materials upon which the writer drew to tabulate the results as in Table 
X. The writer also had charts not included in the manuscript showing fur- | 
ther contacts of the children and parents with social agencies, and their | 
present disposition. In tabulating the results of treatment, five aaenalie 
ings were devised by the writer to make a rational tabulation possible. The 

first factor considered was entitled "at home" which referred to the home | 
situation per se and the relationships of the various members to each oR a 
The second subheading was entitled "personality, habits, conduct, etc." and 


referred to the factors named and the changes brought about in these as a 


result of the treatment program of the Society. The third factor, 
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|| “employment, school, etc," referred to the adjustments made in the school 











career of the children, the vocational adjustments of the children when 

they left school, and of parents unadjusted in their own vocational life, 
end in brief to workaday world of the individuals treated. The fourth 
factor, "physical health, living conditions", referred simply to the satis- 
faction and provision of the physicel needs of the children studied and of 
the parents as well where such were making the home situation conducive to 
the neglect of the children. Finally, the subheading entitled "at present" 
referred to results as indicated in the present disposition and record of | 
achievement where available as well as of criminality where available. | 


Under the subheading "at home" 59(c.81%) of the seventy- 


three children studied were considered by the writer to have been Suroretay | 
affected. Seven were adversely affected in the writer's estimation and 
seven were affected neither way. Of the forty parents studied, 20(50%) 

were affected favorably in relation to this factor and an equal number 
neutrally. None adversely. In regard to the "personalities, habits, and | 
conduct" of the persons included in the treatment programs of the Society inl 
this atuay, fifty-four(c.74%) of the seventy-three children were favorably 
affected, nine(12%) were adversely affected, and ten (14%) were affected 
neither way. Of the forty parents eighteen(45%) were favorably affected and 
twenty-two(55%) were affected neither way. None were adversely affected. 

In regard to "employment,school life, etc." fifty-nine(c.81%) of the 
seventy-three were favorably affected, seven were adversely affected and 
seven were effected neither way. Of the forty parents twenty(50%) were 
favorably affected and an equal number were affected neither way. None 

were adversely affected. In respect to "physical health and living condi- 


|tions" sixty of the children (82%) were favorably affected,six(c.8%) were 
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re affected neither way. Of the 
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| 
| parents nineteen(c.48%) were favorably affected, none adversely, and 
twenty-one(c.52%) affected neither way. Finally in regard to the isieestana 
| Situation of the children fifty-four(c.74%) seemed to be favorably affected, 
| seven(c.10%) adversely, and twelve(c.16%) neutrally. Of the parents nine- 
| teen( 48%) seemed to be favorably affected, none adversely, and twenty-one 
(52%) neutrally. None of the parents seemed to be adversely affected in 
any of these respects because they were cither so set in their ways that 
| they remained neutral, as the larger percentage of the forty were, or else 
| even a little improvement in their conditions seemed to warrant the evalua- 
Pe of favorable results since it was so hard for the parents to change 
| their ways since they were either set in them because of age and habit, or 
| else were so low in the social scale that it was almost impossible for them 
| to change for better or worse. On the whole, the writer felt justified in 
| saying that for most of the parents studied and known the results of the 
| Society's treatment were not harmful,and for a large nunber approaching almos 
| fifty per cent the treatment program of the Society brought about obvious 
| benefits. 
| In regard to the result achieved in remedying the unfavor- 
eble conditions in which the children were living, and in adjusting them to 
| society and to themselves and their families the Society was highly success 
)}ful in preventing further maladjustments and in improving and obliterating 
|present maladjustments. Of the seventy-three children thus studied approx- 


imately seventy-eight per cent of them were favorably affected by the 


treatment of the Society according to the evaluations made by the writer in 


view of the evidence at hand concerning these seventy-three children. 
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that it would be interesting to know the national background of the parents 











Approximately ten per cent of the seventy-three were adversely affected by 

the treatment of the Society in accordance with the definition of the term 

adversely as given on page 227. Finally, approximately twelve per cent of 

the seventy-three children studied were affected neither favorably nor 

adversely, ultimately, by the treatment rendered by the Society. 

As a matter of supplementary interest, the writer felt 

of the children involved since so much is made nowadays of the cultural | 
| 


setting and background in the interpretations of people's behavior. Of the | 


i 
i 


: 
1 
i 


twenty-five cases studied it wes interesting to find that all of the parents 
were noted as having the same national backgrounds. Five of the caces(20%) | 
involved parents of native American birth, five (20%) of Italian birth, | 
seven(28%) of Irish birth, four (16%) of Polish and Lithuanian birth, one | 
(4%) of Russian birth, one (4%) colored and both parents born in the | 
British West Indies, one (4%) Canadian by birth, and one(4%) Swedish by 


Dirth. We see that the so-called difference of culture found in the 


| 
: 
' 
| 
} 


Southern portion of Europe played a role in 20% of the cases, color distince- 
tion in only one(4%)of the casesSlavic culture in five(20%) of the cases, 
and that therefore in eleven(44%) of the cases cultures were involved that 
usually are regarded as causing difficulty in the adjustment of the second 
generation in this country to the mores of the American culture so-called 
and that of their parents. In 20% of the cases the culture of the parents 
wes presumably American because of native birth, and 28% were of Irish back- 
ground and hence efforded their children a milieu in which there is rapid 
adjustment and acceptance of much of the culture of America,so-called, Also 


the one case in which the parents were Canadian by birth, and the one in 
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to the environment and culture in which they were living. Hence the writer 
| concludes that the majority of families(56%) of the children studied came 
from homes that presented cultural backgrounds that should have been favor- 
able to adjustment to live in this nation, whereas a smaller number 44% or 
11 of the cases presented cultural backgrounds that were usually out of 
harmony if not in actual conflict with the standards and mores of our cul- 
ture in this country. It would be interesting in the light of these facts 
to make a study of a large number of cases in order to see how much of a 
factor the so-called unfavorable situation of the second generation in this 
country is in bringing about the neglect of children. (Refer to Table XI. 
on page 233 for data.) 


In Table XII., on page 234, we have another interesting 


—— 


i series of data which deals with the length of time cases studied were known 


——_—— 


to the Society, from the date of the first referral to the last recorded 
contect. Of course in many of the cases the Society was not in contact with 
the families for many years in—between, but nevertheless one is justified 
in counting all this time since it shows that family had not adjusted itself 


well enough to be independent of social guidance even after a long period of 


some outside agency such as the Society had to step in, in order to stop the 
family on the downward grade to disintegration and maladjustment of the 
children involved. Table XII on page 234 reveals that only one family was 
|hnown for less than one year and even this family, which was a New York 


State family, was referred for further treatment at the neighboring S.P.C.C. 


in its home town for further guidance and help with its problems Five of 


H 
merely potential strife and conflict which finally reached the point where 
1 
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TABLE XI 


NATIONAL BACKGROUND OF PARENTS OF CHILDREN REMOVED ' | 
! 
! 











f 
| 
| NATIONALITY NUMBER OF CASES / 
| 
: , 
| AMERICAN ‘ 5 
: 
| 
: ITALIAN , 5 
IRISH ; 7 
POLISH AND LITHUANIAN ' 4 
RUSSIAN 1 | 
COLORED(BRITISH WEST INDIES) . 1 
CANADA : 1 
SWEDEN ; 1 
TOTAL : 


25 | 


* 
All families had parents of same national background. ; 
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TABLE XII 





LENGTH OF TIME CASES KNOWN BY THE SOCIETY 
(from time of referral to last contact recoréed) 


| 
tH 
ts 
i?) 
> 
OQ 
by 
~” 








TIME ; CASES - 
less than one year | 1 i 13 - 14 years : fe) 
1 - 2 years i. o 14 - 15 years 0 
2- 3 years 5 1 vs 15 - 16 years 1 
3 - 4 years i. a 16 - 17 years E 
4 - 5 years 2 re 17-18 years * 0 
5 - 6 years 2 18 - 19 years 6) 
6 = 7 years : 1 je 19 = 20 years 1 
7 - 8 years 3 ve 20 = 21 years 0 
8 - 9 years 1 “ 21 = 22 years 1 
9 = 10 years : fe) 2 22 = 23 years 0 
10 - 11 years oe zn 23 - 24 years 0 
11 - 12 years 2 x 24 = 25 years a 
12 - 13 years 2 2 TOTAL 25 | 
a 
GRAND TOTAL = 25 | 
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li the cases were known to the Society from one to five years. Seven of the 
|| eases were known to the Society from five to nine years. Seven of the cases 


| were known to the Society from ten to thirteen years. Three of the cases 


k 
; 
+ 
were known from fifteen to twenty years. One case was known from twenty-cne 
to twenty-two years, and one from twenty-four to twenty-five years. In fact 
| mineteen of the twenty-five cases studied were known by the Society for more 
than five years and this seems to show that the treatment programs of the 


| Society are essentially long-time affairs and involve extended treatment 


and contect with parents, children, and other interested agencies and 
individuals. | 
In considering all the facts anc statistics gathered, 

certain conclusions may be drawn as to the conditions in homes which warrent 
the use of the removel policy. Though the number of cases have not been 
I tase , they are indicative of what might be found true if a larger sampling 
Jof cases were studied and seem to warrant the following conclusions: in the 
first place, homes which are not giving the children(minor) in them the 
necessities of life in proper amounts (i.e.,food, clothing, and shelter), 
always of course in keeping with the economic status of the family and the 
standard of living which is customarily mainteined in the home, and are 
neglecting to make attempts to make more adequate provision for the children 
involved warrant the attempts of the Society to remove the minor children, 
by due process of law, till such time as the parents can show to the satis- 
faction of the court and the Society that they ere able and willing to make 
more adequate provision for the physical needs of their children; secondly, 
the facts adduced, indicate that all situations involving physical abuse of 


children, such as undue punishments, physical deprivations, and the like 
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emotionally, warrant the removal of the children and punishment of the par- | 
ents, if culpability can be established, until such time as the parents hav 
learned that even children have to be dealt with reasonably and have to be 
considered as human beings; thirdly, children who are suffering from physi- 
cal disorders and illnesses which endanger their health, life, or ability 
ultimately to adjust to life and whose parents will not provide proper care 
warrant the removal of children until such treatment as is necessary has 
peen instituted and carried out, and it is felt by the court and the Societ 
that the children can again be returned to their parents without any un- 
certainty as to the safety of the children involved; fourthly, children who 
by the neglectful attitudes of their parents are allowed to come into con- 
tact with immoral, degenerate, intemperate, mentally defective and diseased 
Giices who are dangerous to the welfare of the children, or who allow their 
children to develop immoral attitudes and habits without checking them or 
making an attempt to check them warrant the removal of the children until 
such time as the parents can assure the court and the Society that the 
children will be properly protected against immoral influences that may 
abound in their environment; fifthly, parents who allow their children or 
encourage their children to pursue delinquent and criminal careers of any 


sort shall have their children removed until they can guarantee end prove 


| 


and train their children not to pursue delinquent or criminal careers; 


| 
| 
to the court and the Society that they will properly supervise, guide, arise 
sixthly, parents not capable of giving their children proper training and | 


salutary control because of mental, physical, or emotional incepacities 


should have their children removed until such time as the parents shall be |! 


jin position to give the children adequate supervision and upbringing. 
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CONCLUSIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 


CHAPTER I. Advantages and Disadvantages of the Removal Technique 
(Evaluations) 


The removal technique, which has been the subject of dis- 
cussion of this entire thesis, had a long history of development as was 
illustrated in the introductory chapter. At present it is one of the most 


important techniques employed by the Massachusetts Society for the Preven- 


tion of Cruelty to Children in rescuing children from unwholesome situation 
and in making provision for the improvement of their situations either by 
placement in a foster home of one sort or another or by institutionaliza- 
tion as the case mey warrant, until such time as the children reach their 
majority and can shift for themselves, or until such time as the unwhole- 
some situation has been so radically changed and improved as to guarantee 
that the welfare of the child will be henceforth promoted from the time it 
is returned to its home. The Society always retains the right to make 
further applicetion for the removal of the child by court order if the 
situation again becomes so unwholesome as to endanger the welfare of the 
children involved and if the parents have failed to live up to their prom- 
ises to improve the situation if their children are returned to them. This 
method of treatment necessarily involves much ill-feeling towards the 
Society since people regard it as an intrusion of their rights when the 
Society steps in and with the backing of the law and the courts insists that 
certain standards of child-care and training be maintained if the parents 
wish to retain their children. 

Much philosophizing has probably been done over the auestio 


as to whether or not any organization, especially a private one has the 
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right to interfere with the care parents give to their own children. How= 





ever, such philosophizing is vain and useless in our civilized state of 
Massachusetts which has for a long while set up certain minimum standards 
of child-care and training which parents must maintain if they wish to re- 
tain the care and custody of their children. 

Positing the fact that the removal technique in the treat- 
ment of children's problems is a method of treatment that has been estab- 
lished by law and experience, what are the specific advantages and dis- 
advantages revealed in this study of this technique. The writer believes 
that it is a very effective means of treatment and probably should be made 


even more strenuous than it now is. In the first place, it is an effective 





means of treatment of children's problems because it has the teeth and nails 
of the law behind it and is capable of enforcement against the opposition of 
parents if sufficient evidence is presented to the court by such agency as 
the M.S.P.C.C. that the parents have not lived up to the demands made upon 
all parents by the neglect laws of the state, to give their children certain 
Minimum standards of living and certain minimum rights, Secondly, the re- 
moval technique is valuable because it gives the child who is burdened by 

an environment that isn't paying attention to his needs and rights an 
opportunity to achieve living conditions which will give him a more equal 
and adequate chance to adjust and compete with his fellows on a more equal 
and fair basis by giving him necessary care and training that will fit him 
for the struggle of life that lies ahead of him. Thirdly, it provides 
education, even if forced and unwelcome, to parents who either do not know 
how, or do not want to, or cannot because of inherent incapacities, as to 


the requirements of society of parents who have children and are given the | 
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civilized societies is interested in the welfare of the individual as well 


as in that of the whole. This technique thus either succeeds in training 


| those parents who have been inadequate for the job of parenthood to be more 
| adequate and attentive to their duties, or else it proves that the parents 
| are so incapable of bringing up their children that it is in the interests 
| of the children and of society that the children be permanently removed 


from their parents. In a word, the value of this method lies in the fact 


| 
| 


| that it makes it possible for society to force parents to live up to certain 


better upbringing of the less privileged children who have inadequate or 


| 
| standards of child care and training, and thus makes provision for the / 
! 


unadjusted parents. In the long run it probably contributes to the im- 


provement of each succeeding generation by making the failures in society 


less effective by controlling their progeny and successors, If enforced 


\to its fullest extent, this method of treating children in inadequate en- 


vironments could probably do much to lower the rate of crime, immorality, 
and social and economic failure in society. 


The removal technique has the disadvantage that it makes 


lthe treatment of neglected children who are suffering from physical, moral, 


jmental, and emotional illnesses and deprivations too dependent on the gathe 


ing of formal data called evidence often to the permanent detriment of 
children who could have been rescued and saved from permanent maladjustment 
if they had been removed from their detrimental environment at the time when 
the evil factors in their environments were most active, and even though it 
was not possible to gather formal evidence that would satisfy the law, It 
seems to the naive mind of the writer that the removal of children from 


their homes when there is only obvious neglect with insufficient evidence 


|would do less harm to both parents and children if the children were later 
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returned because such situations might be later be proved to be essentially 
false alarms, than if children are allowed to remain in frequently really 


harmful situations until the evidence satisfies the law. It may never do a. 





| 
particle of good for a child who has been permanently injured physically, 
morally, emotionally, or even mentally, while the process of evidence 
gathering was patiently going on. Of course the legalist will call such 
thoughts sentimentalism, but it is often better to be sentimental and | 
emotional and prevent injury to the lives of young children, than to be 
scientific, cold-blooded, and formalistic in our procedures in the behalf o 
children in order to maintain our own dignity. 

In a word, the writer regards the removal technique as an 


effective social-legal device for the promotion of the welfare of children 


neglected by their parents and not given an adequate chance by their parents 





to so develop as to make them equal to the struggle for existence on what- 
ever level of society they may be trying to attain success. However, the 
present status and practice with regard to this technique is not fully ade- 
quate to the needs of neglected children because it calls for such a very 


per srrore method of evidence gathering to satisfy the law and the courts 





| 
that often the welfare of the child is sacrificed in order to maintain the 
dignity and poise of the law. On the whole the writer regards the removal | 
etonticue as a distinct landmark in the progress of society for the more 
adequate care and safeguarding of its most precious possession, its a 
the very entity for which society aims to improve itself continually in 
order to make the world a better place to live in for the coming generations 


symbolized in the eternal now by its children whose interests it should 


therefore be logically most concerned with. 
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CHAPTER II. Suggestions for Further Research Along Similar Lines 


The writer of this thesis feels that since one learns most 





by the experiences of others as well as those of oneself, and since a thesis) 
or paper should teach something as well as tell something, that it would be | 
proper to make some suggestions for further research along similar lines on 
which this thesis has been based. The Society would gain much interesting 
insight into its work if it could get someone who had the time to take be- | 
tween one to five hundred cases from a sampling such as the present writer : 
has used and make a study similar to this one. It would be most profitable 
to all concerned if some of the conclusions reached in this paper could be 


validated by a more extensive research. In making such, it is also suggest 


that more extensive follow-up studies than the writer could make himself 





would probably yield some very enlightening data as to the effects of the 


treatment programs instituted by the Society in its work with neglected chil- 





| 
dren in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The writer would have liked to | 
have had the time to make such a more extensive study since it would have | 
een interesting to see whether the conclusions herein reached held water or 
not, even though the writer has much confidence in the conclusions reached 
since they were based on a sampling of cases and not on a selected few cases 
which were picked out for special study because they contained especially 
important or intriguing technique, data, achievements or failures. 


Some special studies which the writer would especially 


recommend as the result of needs he has observed from his own study of a 





group of cases are a study of the factors leading to removal of children 
which the writer feels is a besic need since it gives such insight into the 


reason for the work with neglected children and would probably do much to 
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icar up much muddled thinking concerning the causes and cures of neglect 





problems; and another study that is necessary and that would be valuable is 
one that would make a survey of the relation of immorality, delinquency, 
intemperance, and neglect of children since the writer has found this to be 
frequent configuration in the problem of neglect and it would be interesting 


o see what are some of the results and methods now in use or that should be | 





put into use in tackling this problem; another striking factor in the neglect) 
of children which the writer has observed in this study has been the rela- 
ionship of the broken-home situation to neglect of children and a study of 
ause, problems and cure or failure to cure such situations would be ex- 
tremely enlightening both to anyone undertaking such a study and to the bene- 
fit of those interested in the treatment of this problem and of the broken- 
home situation and consequent neglect of children; finally an analysis of 


places to which children were removed and = correlation between them and re~ 





ts of removal would be valuable. These are only a few suggestions which 
he writer would like to pass on to those interested in further study along 
hese lines. Possibly this thesis will in itself suggest further studies 
hich the writer has either not thought of, or not had the time to think out. 
The writer wants to say in closing this chapter that he feels that the field 
of neglect of children is still a virgin field for study and needs much more 
esearch work done in and for it in order to clear up much muddled thinking 


oncerning the whole problem of neglect, its causes, and its cure, 
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